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2 May 1928 – born in Tallinn, in the family of 
military officer Hartmut Trass

1942–1947 – studies in the Tallinn Secondary 
School no. 10

1947–1952 – biology studies in the University 
of Tartu

1952–1955 – doctoral studies
1955 – dissertation “Flora and vegetation of the 

West-Estonian eitrophic mires”, degree of 
the Candidate in biology (= Ph.D.)

1955–1971 – senior lecturer and associate pro-
fessor in the University of Tartu

1956–1991 – head of the Dept. of Plant System-
atics and Geobotany, University of Tartu

1964–1973, 1985–1991 – president of the Es-
tonian Naturalists’ Society, honorary presi-
dent from 1991

1969 – doctoral dissertation “The analysis of the 
Estonian lichen flora” (in Russian), degree 
of D.Sc.

1971–1993 – professor in the University of Tartu
1975 – corresponding member of the Academy 

of Sciences of the Estonian S.S.R.
1978–1988 – chairman of the Estonian national 

committee of the UNESCO program “Man 
and Biosphere”

1989 – full member of the Estonian Academy 
of Sciences

1992 – Acharius Medal from the International 
Association for Lichenology

1994 – professor emeritus
1998 – Order of Merit of the White Star, III class 

(national honour medal)
2002 – memory book “Alone and with others” 

(in Estonian)
2006 – honour citizen of Tartu
2010 – collection of articles “Tender-severe Na-

ture and Man” (in Estonian)
14 February 2017 – died in Tartu

Hans-Voldemar Trass 02.05.1928–14.02.2017 in memoriam
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Glimpses of memories of his students

We were deeply distressed to hear of the death 
of Hans Trass, whom we knew as an outstand-
ing scientist, charismatic person, our long time 
mentor and good friend. The death is always 
sudden.

In 1958, the first meeting on the Leningrad–Tal-
linn train. Hans Trass and his students were 
on their way back from a field expedition to 
Kola Peninsula, and I, a schoolboy, was on my 
way home from the Caucasus Mountains after 
graduating from the mountains guide school. 
A friendly chat in a railway car and no strong 
suggestions about my future plans concerning 
the university next year.

Admission to the University of Tartu: geology 
or biology? Again, what are your interests? Not 
so clear, anthropology or geology, or something 
else. Finally, Hans Trass recommended to ob-
serve what was growing on the rock surface 
if you were going to be hanging on ropes over 
cliffs and climbing rocks anyway. Well, it was 
an important decision, and the graduation 
thesis which was completed (1964) and later 
published under his supervision focussed on 
the elevational distribution of lichen species in 
the Greater Caucasus Mountains and at high 
elevations of the Tian Shan.

One happy event took place on the way back 
from Kazakhstan, where we had reported about 
our contract research on semidesert vegetation, 
which was supervised by Hans Trass. During the 
stop in Sverdlovsk (now Ekaterinburg) we had a 
joint meeting with the well-known botanist and 

ecologist Pavel Gotshakovsky, quondam head of 
plant ecology department at the Institute of Plant 
and Animal Ecology. He was interested in polar 
lichens and lichen indicational studies. This was 
a challenge for me, and I received full support 
from Hans. It was also a landmark for several 
Estonian lichenologists who later defended their 
Ph.D. theses in the field of pollution indication 
at this institution.

A few comments on science history where Hans 
Trass was deeply involved. His monograph 
„Vegetation science: history and contemporary 
trends of development“ was published in 1976, 
but was actually planned much earlier as his 
thesis for Doctor of Science. The main reason 
for this delay due to the fact that Hans Trass 
had heard that Robert Whittaker was prepar-
ing a world review on the classification of plant 
communities. Hans Trass was considerate and 
decided to analyse the main trends of vegeta-
tion science in relation to Northern and Eastern 
European traditions.

Another note from science history. Hans Trass 
published his first results on lichen indicational 
research on air pollution in 1968, in the local 
semi-scientific journal “Eesti Loodus”. He pro-
posed a new quantitative measure of air pollu-
tion impact on epiphytic lichen cover, later very 
widely used Index of Poleotolerance (IP). Exactly 
in the same year, 1968, Canadian scientists F. 
LeBlanc and J. DeSloover published their Index 
of Atmospheric Purity (IAP). Both indeces can be 
successfully employed in air pollution monitor-
ing research. The coincidence of good ideas can 
be surprising.

Jüri Martin and Ljudmilla Martin
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In Estonian: numerous articles, and two 
books, viz.

Trass, H. 1958. Eesti NSV kladooniate (põdra-
samblike) määraja. [Bestmmungstabellen 
der Cladonien estnischer SSR.]. Abiks Loo
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Selected lichenological papers by Hans Trass
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