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1. Introduction to the notion of ‘suitable amount’
of crime – when is enough enough?
In the classic view of crime, the criminal oﬀence and criminal oﬀender resemble ‘social junk’, a societal
pathology that can be treated by means of active measures. If crime is really an undesirable by-product of
social life, the main rule is simple – the less crime and the fewer criminals there are, the better. There is no
such thing as a suitable amount of crime in principle. If, in fact, crime is a social sickness, punishment is the
treatment and cannot be conceived of otherwise; hence, all the discussion aroused revolves around knowing
what the punishment should be such that it fulfils its role as a remedy.
The paradigm established by Émile Durkheim is in opposition to the approach described above. Through
his studies, Durkheim posited, social science should be able to determine whether a given society is ‘healthy’
or ‘pathological’, with social reform sought, accordingly, to negate organic breakdown or ‘social anomie’.
All behavioural acts (e.g., suicide or criminal oﬀences) performed at the level of the individual arbitrarily
(via ‘free will’) are at the level of society social facts sui generis characterising the state of the social organism in an indicative manner.*3 He believed that a ‘social fact is normal for a given social type, viewed at
a given phase of its development, when it occurs in the average society of that species, considered at the
corresponding phase of its evolution’.*4
Durkheim proposed a novel theoretical view of the precise amount of crime that should be treated
as a normal phenomenon at its optimal level. A lower quantity of crime indicates a stage of stagnation in
the society, while a higher level accompanies a state of social disorganisation. Durkheim developed a new
and totally diﬀerent view of the criminal too, that ‘the criminal no longer appears as an utterly unsociable
creature, a sort of parasitic element, a foreign, unassimilable body introduced into the bosom of society. He
plays a normal and important role in social life’.*5 In response to the accordant change of approach, crime
and crime-control issues moved from the periphery to a central position in social science.
No grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sector was earmarked for this research.
The term ‘cultural-civilisational approach’ is used for distinguishing from ‘cultural criminology’, which has its own agenda
and followers.
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The idea of the suitable amount of crime has, since then, been directly or indirectly discussed by many
criminologists. In critical theory, crime has been treated mainly as not a natural phenomenon but a social
construct. The social construction of crime by state power is connected with that apparatus’s ambition to
impose ever more control over human behaviour. The law and its enforcement follow the interests of certain segments of society and can be used for discipline and for repression of people. The position of Michel
Foucault was presented as follows:
This production of delinquency and its investment by the penal apparatus must be taken for what they
are: not results acquired once and for all, but tactics that shift according to how closely they reach their target. The split between delinquency and other illegalities, the way in which it is turned back upon them, its
colonization by the dominant illegality – these all appear clearly in the way in which the police-prison system
functions; yet they have always met with resistance; they have given rise to struggles and provoked reaction.*6
The new generation of sociologists in the 1960s whose works came to be seen as classics later (Howard
Becker, Stanley Cohen, Jock Young, and others) were public advocates of the new subcultures then under
formation. Their message was that the problem of deviancy was not as serious and dangerous as the general
public tended to think: ‘Calm down, do not panic, none will be injured. The true problem is not the deviant
behaviour, but the general attitude, basing on unrestrained need to moralise.’*7 There will be created a state
of moral panic by powerful groups – the undesired conduct will be exposed as more dangerous than it actually is. According to Cohen, this moral panic arises when ‘a condition, situation, person or group of persons
is defined as danger to social values and interests’.*8 An abolitionist position with regard to the suitable
amount of crime was later proposed by Nils Christie. He stated:
Crime does not exist until the act has passed through some highly specialized meaning creating processes and, in the core case, ended up as occurrences certified by penal law judges as the particular type of
unwanted acts called crime. Crime is one, but only one, among the numerous ways of classifying deplorable
acts...We cannot abolish the penal institution totally, but the only right direction for crime control policy
should be ‘penal minimalism’.*9
In essence, the same ‘minimalist’ view on crime (or its control) has been presented recently by some
authors. Crime rates in all leading Western countries have decreased substantially since the beginning of the
1990s, but, irrespective of actual trends in crime, there is every sign that the shift towards punitive justice
and a security build-up is continuing unabated, with some arguing that the ‘culture of crime control, born of
the fears and anxieties of the late twentieth century, could well continue long after its originating conditions
have ceased to exist’.*10 Some studies indicate that during the ‘war on crime’, state powers began to engage
actively in additional activities. Crime control was used as a power instrument by governments, and various
branches of power exercise (executive, legislative, and judicial) were exploiting the crime-control issue for
rapid reinforcement of that instrument’s legitimacy in their hands. A shift from ‘penal welfarism’ to ‘penal
populism’ marks movement of crime-control strategies away from evidence-based crime control, with their
use as a tool for transformation from ‘welfare state’ into ‘penal state’.*11
The very practical question of how to find a level for crime and for other forms of deviant behaviour that
could be taken as a relevant base for adequate control measures is still open. For more than a hundred years,
nobody has answered this question better than Durkheim did in his pioneering work. His position was quite
clear: crime belongs to every normal social organism. He noted that ‘what is normal is simply that criminality
exists, provided that for each social type it does not reach or go beyond a certain level’. Empirical establishment
of that level (a normal level of crime) is perhaps not impossible; i.e., it may not be impossible to fix it ‘in conformity with the previous rules’.*12 He hypothesised that every state of civilisation has its own criminality.*13
M. Foucault. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage Books [
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It is understandable that in his days there was not enough knowledge about society and deviance to go
further in searching for an ‘exact level of normal crime’. At that time, the theoretical and methodological
foundation for comparative studies between civilisations was rather humble. At the end of the nineteenth
century, only Western Judeo-Christian civilisation was accepted as a meaningful one. Western people were
deemed to be civilised persons, and all outsiders were still described as savages. During the era of Durkheim’s writings, there were no ideas in the social sciences as to how comparative studies of deviant behaviour of ‘civilised persons and savages’ could be useful. Today, we do not consider only Western forms of
collective living and social order possible and acceptable or think that Western values and behavioural
principles are the only meaningful ones that might form a basis for sustainable social life, all over the world.

2. The basis for a cultural-civilisational approach
But some things never change, or things may change too slowly. The criminological enterprise has long
remained on well-trodden paths, and it cannot substantially contribute to understanding of this world
in upheaval. Advances in technologies have produced fundamentally novel information, which has been
neither systematised nor analysed, for lack of relevant theories. The attempts to compare crime on international scale have continually met with failure because comparative studies of crime have been carried
out without a conceptual basis. The bulky records of crime data collected and published by international
organisations contain, in undefined relations, the information and noise. The main problem for criminology
lies in the absence of new ideas and approaches. As Michael Tonry noted, ‘there the matter seems to rest.
More recent criminological writing has added no new ideas’.*14
According to David Smidt, there have been two distinct research communities established in criminology, as two camps of criminologists, representing diﬀerent general viewpoints on the study of crime and
crime control. In one camp are those who use the language and methods of science (the so-called positivistic
camp), and in the other are those who use the language and methods of the humanities (the ‘humanistic
camp’).*15 With a pure positivistic approach, based on empiricism, large masses of data are collected. The
weak theoretical base has routinely hindered gaining better new knowledge from said data. Critics argue
that positivism’s three goals – description, control, and prediction – are incomplete, since the goal of understanding is absent from this list. The situation has been precisely described by Werner Heisenberg:
The positivists have a simple solution: the world must be divided into that which we can see clearly
and the rest, which we had better pass over in silence. But can anyone conceive of a more pointless
philosophy, seeing that what we can see clearly amounts to next to nothing? If we omitted all that is
unclear, we would probably be left completely uninteresting and trivial tautologies.*16
Simmental hindrances are evident in many spheres of Western scientific and intellectual life, and epistemic
problems are obvious in criminology too. In figurative terms, progress has become gyration around oneself,
with one foot stationary and the second steadily increasing in impetus. There is just an illusion of moving
forward, without real development.
Crime as phenomenon belongs to the super-organic world that Karl Popper called world 3*17, of which
he said:
I regard world 3 as being essentially the product of the human mind. It is we who create world 3
objects. That these objects have their own inherent or autonomous laws which create unintended
and unforeseeable consequences is only an instance (though a very interesting one) of a more
general rule, the rule that all our actions have such consequences.*18
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World 3 has been created by men as plausibly subjective, however inherently the subjective creation has
transited into objective reality. For this reason – the crime as phenomenon being both subjective (created
by the human mind in the process of human activity) and tied up with the self-propelling sphere of reality –
the antinomy has obviously sapped the development of criminology. It has in eﬀect split the crime-research
community.
A solution could be negotiated via an approach wherein crime and all relevant phenomena are consistently regarded against the cultural background. In that case, ‘culture’ would be not just another variable or
factor but the determination of the whole context in which the cause–eﬀect relations are actually manifested
in action, thereby making it possible to elucidate and understand these relations. Such a mental move could
also be defined as a ‘cultural turn’ for criminology, whereby crime analysis would by underpinned by certain representations of human environment. Marcel Danesi and Paul Perron named man Homo culturalis,
to denote ‘a meaning-seeking species, whose hunger and search for meaning to its existence has led it to
invent myths, art, ritual, language, science, and all the other cultural phenomena that guide its search’.*19
‘Man is an animal suspended in webs of significance he himself has spun’, in the words of Cliﬀord Geertz,
proponent of a cultural turn in anthropology.*20
The cultural turn witnessed in many social sciences and fields of the humanities in the 20th century has
been considered to be a conceptual shift as fundamental as the ‘evolutionary turn’ in biology in the 1800s.
The evolutionary approach revolutionised and restructured the whole science of biology.*21 Unlike many
humanitarian sciences having witnessed significant epistemological innovations in recent decades, which
have allowed paying more attention to meaningful symbolic dimensions of the human environment, in the
domain of crime such a change is still pending. In criminology, the conceptual turn needs be eﬀected – in
the form of ‘mixing the genres’ when researching crime – in an analogue to what was done with flair in
anthropology by Geertz. The anthropological interpretation process entails not just describing the things
seen but ‘thick description’ as a special research method. The traditional diﬀerentiation, distinguishing,
and pigeonholing would be substituted for by mixing and intertwining the genres, because research into
crime calls for genuine interdisciplinary enterprise. We need to reach the stage wherein the criminological projects exist as dialogues between individual (research) cultures. Further, the turn would strengthen
both positivist criminology and humanist criminology, and criminologists would be able to switch readily
between the two viewpoints, with both traditions being on the ‘winning side’.
Crime as phenomenon would, in the course of this turn, get a new actual meaning, one quite diﬀerent
from that found in either the positivist or humanist interpretations. As is punishment, crime is socially
constructed, which means that ‘the legal apparatus and the practices and regulations of punishment define
and therefore create at the same time crime and deviance, rather than simply responding to crime as a social
fact coming from outside the control systems and conceived independently of them’.*22 This should not,
however, involve sinking into the mental quagmire of a radical humanistic approach. By accepting crime
and crime control as cultural constructs, they are still within reach of empirical research.
Crime and punishment are phenomena whose key implications are understandable only by keeping
in view the respective cultural context and through its language and perceptions. Consistent situating of
crimes and related wrongdoings as social deviations in the cultural context would be a magnum leap forward for criminology as science. Firstly, it would introduce the analysis of penal law and law enforcement
in a concrete spatio-temporal context. Paradoxically, the criminal code can be identified as the ‘comprehensive root cause of crime’, because crimes and rules for diﬀerentiating them from non-crimes have been
defined in the system of criminal law. Secondly, comparative study of crimes and punishments would represent in the first place an inter-culture ‘translation exercise’, yielding new knowledge about oneself and the
others. Thirdly, an understanding would be established that penal law not only reflects social realities but
also constitutes them.
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We believe that diﬀerent civilisations produce diﬀerent definitions of acceptable and deviant behaviour.
Through law enforcement, the social reality is formed, because controlling crime not only secures public
order and safety but creates a certain socio-cultural environment on a day-to-day basis. Therefore, crime
control is a crucial issue as seen from the nation-building and political-technology angles, because the criminal justice system is related to cultural self-assertion. What the criminal justice system and its components
(e.g., the police, courts, and prisons) in a given state look like and how they function is established by proceeding from dominating conceptions, respected in that society and considered normal and equitable. The
unbroken chain of crime and punishment follows a steady process, because they conjointly fulfil a distinctive role, with crime being a phenomenon consisting of acts of free will of men and developing in accordance
with fixed rules. Study of the mechanism of such conflicts between legal principles and people’s behaviour,
whether overt or covert, is extremely instructive, and it reveals to us the very nature of the social fabric
in a concrete society.
The identification of behaviour as crime and the rules applied in handling of incidents in a corresponding way are in line with historical, social, and cultural conditions. In one country, a wife having deceived
her husband is stoned to death, while in another the spouse of a fornicating or adulterous wife is accorded
the title ‘cuckold’. By reference to such dramatic diﬀerences in manners of reaction, diametrically opposite
cultural elements of two legal cultures can be inferred, manifested by diﬀerences in value ascribed to people
of diﬀerent gender, linked to diﬀerences in family patterns, associated with defining of the crimes, linked to
divergence of practices of penalising, etc. Moreover, ‘faithfulness’ and ‘faithlessness’ carry diﬀerent implications in diﬀerent cultural environments. The principles and manner of chastisement nonetheless bear
witness to what sort of ‘headman’ we are dealing with.
This reveals the universality among cultures/civilisations; however, what causes sanctions and who
metes out sentences, in which way, is civilisation-specific. A conceptual foundation to such analysis has
been laid by classical civilisation studies.*23 Over the years, the idea that there are a number of distinct
civilisations, all civilised and undergoing specific development, has been elaborated upon further.*24 The
parameter of creation of civilisedness as social order is treated in that conceptualisation as the capability of
creating and preserving certain systemic self-similarity (i.e., in a patterned manner), as fractality in analogy with the capacity of trees to evolve crowns of a shape diﬀerent from those of other species in nature.*25
There is in every civilisation a kind of tonality sui generis that is to be found in all the details of collective
life, which somehow is never lost. This is why Durkheim’s purpose was to find the mental ground determining the various types of civilisation.*26 Leo Frobenius named this entity paideuma and attempted to create
a method for seeing through the debris of a civilisation to its paideumic structure.*27 According to Carl
Schmitt, such specificities can be determined also as ‘chastity of civilisation’, with reference to the quality
of being chaste (Tugend).*28
In principle, it is possible to characterise a criminal law by proceeding from what extent of crime is
preferable and how many members of society one ‘wishes’ to treat as criminals. The main task of criminology should be to find out how the social fractality of various civilisations manifests itself through crime and
crime control. Via a cultural-civilisational approach, a new construct may be added alongside the previously
known levels of analysis (criminal oﬀence, criminal oﬀender, and crime)*29: the level of meta-crime. By
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analysing crime on a meta level, we can reach the meanings, commonly/jointly and severally, to both crime
and punishment.

3. Three variables via which the ‘suitable amount’
of crime can be characterised
Nowadays it is obvious that the optimal level of crime cannot be evaluated by considering just one (for
instance, Western-type) society in the absence of the necessary background for comparison. Theoretically,
the optimal level of crime can be identified only under the presumption that there are societies of distinct
types, which diﬀer from one another with regard to tolerance/ intolerance for deviation. Organisms diﬀer in
their capacity of resistance and ability to react to stimuli originating from the external environment. Quite
similarly, individual societies need, for normal functioning and development, their own levels of crime –
i.e., respective numbers of deviants. The empirical indicators of crime should, from a theoretical standpoint,
be fairly similar in countries belonging to the same general civilisation, as compared to other civilisations.
Simultaneously, when upheavals of social life take place, the optimal level of crime too changes.
The indicators for an optimal level of crime/punishment cannot come merely from statistical data produced by criminal justice systems. Those indicators are too often and too tightly linked to specificities of
states and therefore are subjective. The indicators for optimal level should in principle express some more
general proportions, describing cultural value-based patterns and images. They should also reflect simultaneously the regulation by state and society (‘order’) and ‘chaos’ as results of free will of man. Considering
human society as a sophisticated self-organising system, consisting of self-similar patterns (social fractals),
one could compare the characteristics of an optimal level of crime with the fractional dimensions known
from Mandelbrot’s research.*30
The most amazing discovery is that we already know about such variables. They used to be regularly
employed by criminologists especially in life-course perspective, but we were not able to recognise them
in those specific roles. All such variables represent characteristics of individual-level criminal activity as
highlighted through the criminal-career approach*31, where ‘criminal career’ is defined as the longitudinal
sequence of oﬀences committed by an individual oﬀender.*32 By generalising from the individual cases, we
obtain general criminal career pathways. The criminal-career approach today is not a criminological theory
but a framework within which theories can be proposed and tested. In modern criminology, it is a conspicuously represented and developing paradigm. However, it stands aloof, seemingly situated outside the positive and humanist camps or straddling the two.
Criminal career can be treated as a phenomenon that hypothetically reflects both transgression and
retribution, a reunion between crime as an act of free will of an individual and punishment as discretionary
reaction to the crime by the state. Research into criminal careers in the concrete cultural environment and
generalising their pathways and trajectories reveals a detailed picture of the type of social fractality in the
given civilisation. Within the context of a cultural-civilisational approach, there are three important empirical findings from research into criminal career pathways. In the first place, they are stable and relatively
persistent over time. Secondly, they are total; i.e., they aﬀect the general picture of crime significantly.
Thirdly, they have not met with adequate explanation and substantiation in criminology as yet.
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3.1. Gender differences in crime
There is a fixed unambiguous link between criminal activity and gender – males conduct themselves unlawfully significantly more often than females. The most consistently demonstrated finding in all of social science is that men are considerably more likely than women to engage in crime.*33 The prevalence rate in the
male population is and has always been much higher than that for the female part of the general population.
This is true in all countries for which data are available. It is true for all racial and ethnic groups, and for
every historical period.*34 In the mid-1800s, Adolphe Quetelet had already established that females constituted below 25% of all those arrested.*35 Contemporary surveys too indicate that the percentage of females
among criminals is consistently within the 10–15% range.
Females are less likely than males to become repeat oﬀenders, and long-term criminal careers are very
rare among women. There are some isolated types of crime for which females represent a larger share than
men (for instance, prostitution in those countries where prostitution is criminalised). When one diﬀerentiates between more serious and less serious or between violent and property crime, the lower criminal
activity of females is noticeable especially with regard to more serious and violent crimes, for which women
hold steady at approximately 10%.*36 In criminal activity, the gender diﬀerences are revealed already in the
teenage years, with girls’ delinquency being less chronic and less serious than boys’.*37 The indicators characterising the criminality of females have not changed, and no tendencies have thus far been identified that
would suggest value in ‘unifying’ female and male criminality. The ‘gender gap’ in crime has been sustained.
To account for the wide and stable gender diﬀerences manifested with regard to crime, several hypotheses have been proposed, with themes varying from biological specificities to gender roles contributing to
lesser criminal activity of females.*38 Nonetheless, the gender diﬀerences in general and, especially, the stability of the 10–20% share of females have not been convincingly elaborated upon. Some authors have identified as the greatest flaw of criminology its failure to theorise on the relation between gender and crime.*39
The idea that gender is best understood as socially produced fits well with the cultural-civilisational
approach. ‘Doing gender’ means that this is a mechanism whereby the situated social action contributes
to the reproduction of social structure. This is relevant not only with respect to activities that conform to
prevailing normative conceptions but also for those activities that deviate. The issue is not deviance or
conformity; rather, it is the possible evaluation of action in relation to normative conceptions and the likely
consequence of that evaluation for subsequent interaction.*40 The performance of gender via crime is a
response to gendered social hierarchies and expectations but also reproduces them.
We should remember that surveys of specificities of females’ crime have been carried out almost exclusively in the Western cultural area, hence not enabling larger-scale comparisons in that respect. We can
prognosticate dramatically diﬀerent manifestation of forms of criminal activity among females in other cultures/civilisations – for instance, the phenomenon of ‘black widows’ linked to religious suicide terrorists of
a type relatively unknown in the Western countries.*41 On the basis of existing empirical material, one cannot deduce either the possible gender proportion in crime of other civilisations or by what social-cultural
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specificities those diﬀerences could be accounted for. It is logical that a female’s social status and roles in
countries of non-Western civilisations aﬀect to what extent and with what crimes women are represented
there. There is a great need to identify and explain patterns in crime committed by women in jurisdictions
outside Western world.

3.2. Age and criminal activity
An important finding of modern criminology points to a strong curvilinear link between age and criminal
activity (the ‘age–crime curve’). Surveys show that involvement in criminal behaviour increases until late
adolescence or the early adult years, after which it steadily decreases for the remainder of life. That relationship between age and criminal activity has been unchanged across geographical areas and between eras.
Criminologists have not been able to explain satisfactorily why such a connection between age and crime
persists specifically and remains stable. Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson, for instance, have claimed
that ‘the age change of crime cannot be accounted for by any variable or combination of variables, available
to criminology at the present time’.*42 Yossi Shavit and Arye Rattner share the opinion that the age dynamics of delinquency remains to be unravelled by use of any whatsoever known sociological variables.*43 An
attempt has been made to substantiate the age–crime curve by use of a bio-social approach.*44
Age-related prescriptions have diﬀerent contents between separate cultures and civilisations. Even a
seemingly objective category such as age is not culturally universal; it represents a discursive construct
that bears a fixed meaning in a certain context. The special treatment of minors under criminal law, which
started in the Western world after the ‘discovery’ of minority (adolescence) in the nineteenth century, is a
phenomenon that is highly complicated by its very nature, associated with social-cultural and economic
developments.*45 The way in which modern Western societies treat their children and minors is in conformity with expectations related to the role and capacity for development of new generations achieved
over a long teaching and maturation period. Minority can be seen on one hand as an element aggravating
responsibility (for instance, minors are subject to more restrictions than adults are, with several modes of
behaviour allowed for adults being prohibited for minors – the ‘status oﬀences’). On the other hand, minors
are treated and punished less rigorously (the punishments are milder, age limits have been established with
regard to administering the harshest sanctions, and punishment under criminal-law procedure is usually
avoided).
Does the link between age and crime hold in all world cultures and civilisations? Maureen Cain described,
for instance, the society of Trinidad and Tobago, lacking the age stratification characteristic of the Western
world. The local population are divided into two groups: children, who usually do not participate in the
undertakings of adults, and the rest of the people – the adults. The children become adults without having
been teenagers in an interim stage. Socialising of adults takes place in groups of multi-age individuals and
in family groups.*46 According to Anthony Harriott’s data, sales of narcotic drugs in the Caribbean Sea area
are carried out primarily by people of advanced age, not the young.*47 Farley Braithwaite, when analysing
police data on people penalised on Barbados, found that minors of ages 14–19 constituted a little more than
9% of this group, while people older than 25 years of age constituted over 70%*48, although corresponding Western data would seem to show that people in the latter age band should have ‘outgrown’ criminal
activity.
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Hence, there are valid grounds to believe that the link between age and criminal activity is a fundamental characteristic of crime of Western-Christianity-based civilisation, arising from a specific Western modus
vivendi and the associated cultural background. That indicator expresses comprehensively the specificities
of socialisation of new generations into a Western type of society. It is highly possible that results diﬀering
from those of the West with regard to the link between age and criminal activity will be obtained in other
non-Western civilisations also, should similar surveys be conducted there.

3.3. Chronic and occasional offenders
A third significant discovery in life-course criminology is considered to lie in a so-called dual taxonomy
according to which the whole (criminal) population can be divided into two distinct groups. Terrie Moﬃtt
established in a longitudinal survey carried out in New Zealand that, while antisocial behaviour is encountered very rarely among those below 11 years of age, by age 18 about 93% of respondents reported participation in some type of delinquency. The bulk of the latter group is constituted by adolescence-limited oﬀenders. A second group is made up of life-course-persistent oﬀenders, whose criminal oﬀences start early and
criminal careers last a long time, and who commit most of the serious crime. The share of such individuals
among all oﬀending adolescents is approximately 5%.*49 The strong correlation between an early start to
oﬀences and later high incidence of crimes can be viewed as one of the most convincingly established patterns.*50 The existence of adolescence-limited and chronic, persistent criminals has been corroborated by
results of several other surveys.*51
Moﬃtt associates the high criminal activity of teenagers with the so-called maturity gap – i.e., the discrepancy between the biological and social maturity of individuals in contemporary Western societies. In
traditional societies, these two processes occur simultaneously; however, in a Western society, a long learning period extends between child and adult. The biologically adult person remains a child in the social meaning for a long time. The high level of criminal activity is linked to striving for autonomy and to challenging
the older generation.*52 What does it mean, however, that roughly 5% of all (male) individuals develop into
chronic criminals? This indicator has long been discussed, and diverse conclusions have been arrived at. In
the opinion of some authors, the group of ‘violent predators’ are most dangerous and these are the criminals
against whom the majority of the resource of the criminal-justice system should be targeted.*53 According to
other opinions, that group cannot be prospectively diﬀerentiated (it can be done in retrospect only), a fact
that renders such knowledge redundant.*54
When considering the size of such group as stable characteristics, inherent to societies of the Western
type, advocates of both positions are in the right. The Western societal organisation on the whole ‘causes’
such a proportion of individuals to become chronic ‘clients’ of the criminal-justice system. This is apparently an indicator characterising the Western collective body, with a relatively standard proportion of deviants to law-abiding citizens. Hence, there are no grounds for believing that a global regular pattern is in
evidence. Therefore, with reference to the existing data, the percentage of persistent criminals should be
viewed as an inherent characteristic of (crime) of Western-Christian civilisation.
It is possible to make forecasts on the basis of certain personality traits and social characteristics to
address what sorts of individuals have the highest probability of being found among that group. These are
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the features that we have so far considered predictive of criminal careers – for instance, low self-control
capacity in combination with hyperactivity.*55 It would be worthwhile to ponder why such features are
connected with persistent criminal careers in the West, as well as reflect on psychopathic personalities,
which represent a modern, positivist counterpart to the anti-ideal of the Western man. We should then pose
the question of whether such features are similarly negatively appreciated in the process of socialisation
in those countries adhering to an Islamic creed. Regrettably, we can only make uneducated guesses with
regard to the characteristics of criminal careers in other civilisations.
We can suppose that all three basic characteristics belong to the normal level of crime in WesternChristian civilisations, as Durkheim evidently held as a view fitting his time. These are probably not the
only ones stemming from a Western cultural environment and modus vivendi. We may only surmise that
our hypothesis is true by working from the information we have already within the context of the Western
world. Now it needs be contrasted against the respective indicators for non-Western civilisations. Longitudinal surveys focused on trajectories of criminal activity have until now been carried out exclusively in
Western countries.*56 But even for countries belonging to a Western, Christian tradition, the international
comparative longitudinal studies are found wanting or there are too few of them.*57 This problem must be
dealt with, to make the present unsatisfactory situation better: surveys of criminal career pathways across
diﬀerent civilisations must be initiated. This is feasible today, while in Durkheim’s age it would have been
preposterous to suggest contrasting two societies, one populated by civilised persons and the other teeming
with savages.

4. Conclusions
The main theoretical and methodological implications of the proposed cultural-civilisational approach to
crime are summarised below.
At first, this approach would help criminology to get rid of the Western introspective view of crime. The
Western model for societal life is not the only meaningful one, and there are many other civilisations. By
conducting scientific research into Western institutions for crime control, their genesis, and their functioning, one cannot create new knowledge for the whole world. In particular, globalisation inherently imposes
a need to learn to know other cultures or civilisations and their functioning, so that we may identify the
rules and mechanisms of their cultural reproduction. Thence arises the need for surveys of pathways of
criminal careers in multiple cultural spaces and civilisations. These are, in fact, indispensable for the civilisations’ coexistence. They might form part of a cross-cultural dialogue, providing knowledge for engagement
in mutual informing with the Other. The role of criminologists therein cannot be overestimated.
Secondly, although crime is a fact of normal sociology, it does not follow that we should not abhor it.
Pain, likewise, has nothing desirable about it: the individual detests it just as society detests crime.. Crime
as a mass phenomenon refers to the rate of conflict, the extent of which is determined within the normative
framework of the relevant society and by reactions to crime. A new level for analysis, meta-crime, should
be added to the earlier ones – the levels of oﬀence, oﬀender, and crime. This analytical level of crime and
crime control would amount to analysis of crime of various civilisations not via direct comparison of statistical data but through exposing the social mechanisms as root causes that contribute to one or another
real-world practice of crime and punishment. Through such consideration, the attention would be focussed
not on crime itself but on a broader complex of social relations, through which certain actions and people
are criminalised while others are not.
Thirdly, the criminal-career approach as a frame would form grounds for the new model in criminology. The humanistic and positivistic camps would be reconciled, and the linkages between criminology
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and the world of action would be more varied and extensive. This is a manifestation of enlivened interest
in the practical aspect of criminal behaviour, arising from better understanding of cultural ‘construction’
and awareness of inevitable restrictions imposed on activities of man. Real mechanisms of social life cannot always be explained by those who participate in it, because profound causes are able to escape their
consciousness.
Fourthly, the cultural-civilisational approach in criminology does not mean moving away from an
empirical approach and toward the ‘soft’, humanitarian tradition of social science. Just the opposite, this
is an alternative to the postmodernist endless deconstruction and relativism. The method of science is to
begin with questions, not with answers, least of all with value judgements. Science is dispassionate enquiry
and therefore cannot accept outright any ideologies ‘already formulated in everyday life’, since these are
themselves inevitably tradition-bound and normally tinged with emotional prejudice. Sweeping all-ornone, black-and-white judgements are characteristic of categorical attitudes and have no place in science,
whose very nature is inferential and judicious.
The meta level of crime would allow comparing civilisations through certain characteristics and highlighting how the cultural diﬀerences find an outlet in crimes. Such a position is not a ‘view from nowhere’*58:
it amounts to comparing and contrasting in a rational way the indicators that are really and truly comparable. It is only then that the statistical data on crime become truly meaningful and we can diﬀerentiate the
important things from the unimportant ones. Quetelet’s famous comment that ‘[w]e might even predict
annually how many individuals will stain their hands with the blood of their fellow-men, how many will be
forgers, how many will deal in poison, pretty nearly in the same way as we may foretell annual births and
deaths’*59 gets an additional connotation here. We will be able to analyse crime on points of fact and from
the substance of the case in various cultures/civilisations when we have learnt well the local values and
principles of functioning in the relevant society.
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