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Fifty volumes of Sign Systems Studies

Kalevi Kull, Ott Puumeister1

Abstract. The article gives a brief overview of the publication of the journal Sign 
Systems Studies. Throughout its publication period that started in 1964 the journal 
has been edited by a group of Tartu semioticians; the publisher has been the 
University of Tartu Press. While the first 25 volumes mainly contained articles in 
Russian, the next 25 volumes have predominantly been given out in English. We 
provide a list of thematic issues and a complete bibliography of the articles that have 
appeared in the journal during its entire publication period from 1964 to 2022.
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The present issue completes the fiftieth volume of Sign Systems Studies which may 
well be the oldest semiotics journal published in the world.2 The journal is, to this 
time, based in Tartu, making it one of the few international academic publications 
expressing close connections to a research group active in the same locality over 
generations. 

The journal’s Volumes 2, 3, 4 and 5 (1965–1971) contained articles related to the 
first four semiotics summer schools, based on which the Tartu–Moscow School of 
Semiotics emerged. The first volume, that had been published in 1964, consisted in 
Juri Lotman’s monograph Lectures on Structural Poetics. It is here that he stated that 
“the structural study of language has led to advances in mathematical linguistics, 
which hopefully can become the basis for a new methodology for humanities” 
(Lotman 1964: 12, original emphasis; Salupere, Torop 2013: 21). 

However, for Lotman, structuralist methods were always accompanied by 
something that could potentially disturb the calm operation of rigid structures 
and thus create new modes of modelling, signification, communication, as well 
as production of information, and ultimately, of new worlds. This something was 
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the artistic text, and, as Lotman (1964: 12) put it “[…] the understanding of the 
nature of the artistic text brings us closer to a time when new research methods 
will emerge that can comprehend the whole complexity of human cultural history 
as a dynamic and multifaceted structure”. 

The demands of complexity that are manifest in the artistic text have given way 
to other approaches and methods besides the structuralist ones both in Lotman’s 
work (his turning to unpredictable behaviour of open systems, for example in 
Lotman 2009; 2013) and in Tartu semiotics as a whole, visible in the diverse 
research published in SSS across its volumes. The role of semiotics as, first and 
foremost, a means to understand the complex and diverse nature of societies, 
cultures and life, is also highlighted by Peeter Torop in his foreword to the 26th 
volume of SSS, which marked the return of the journal after a four-year hiatus 
between 1993 and 1998, and prepared its switching from Russian to using English 
as the main language: “The title Sign Systems Studies should be the best to express 
our wish to participate in the development of theoretical thought as well as to deal 
with concrete empirical analyses. Ad hoc theories and theorising on the basis of 
material have always been the traditions of this series” (Torop 1998: 12). 

In political semiotics, this type of attitude is called ‘the ethos of contingency’ 
(Selg, Ventsel 2020). According to this ethos, the order of the world – either in 
its social, cultural or “natural” aspects – is not fixed and necessary, but always 
potentially under construction and negotiation. Moreover, also the boundaries 
between these aspects are permeable and mutable. Adopting the ethos of 
contingency allows semioticians to not only react to the unpredictable and often 
harmful events that affect sociocultural processes of meaning making, but also 
to participate actively in fashioning future developments and have a say in the 
processes forming future semiotic realities. 

In the 25th volume of Sign Systems Studies, Juri Lotman looked back to the 
journal’s history (Lotman 1992). When 50 years passed from the founding of the 
journal, a review of the journal was published (From the editors 2014) and to mark 
this milestone a series of lectures given by fourteen scholars was held in Tartu in 
2014 (Pärn, Salupere 2015). Recently, the 2021 content of the journals Semiotica 
and Sign Systems Studies was comparatively analysed (Nuessel, Puumeister 2022a; 
2022b) in what we hope will develop into a rewarding collaborative project of 
mutual reflection.

The first 28 volumes (1964–2000) of Sign Systems Studies included one issue. 
Since Vol. 29 (2001), each volume contains two issues, and starting from Vol. 37 
(2009), four issues, usually with one double issue every year. All in all, 75 separate 
issues have been published; 46 of these have been thematic or borne a general title, 
and can thus be classified as special issues (Table 1). 
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It is a common practice for journals to publish general indexes covering longer 
periods of publication: for instance, Semiotica has prepared an index pertaining 
to Volumes 1–50 (1969–1984) as Issue 51(4) of the journal that appeared in 1984, 
followed by one covering Volumes 101–125 as Issue 125(4), given out in 1999. 
An index to Semiotica’s Volumes 1–100 (1969–1994) was published as a special 
795-pages volume. Another journal close to our field, Cahiers Ferdinand de 
Saussure, published its Index général in Vol. 60 that contains an alphabetic list of 
all articles published in these sixty volumes (Chidichimo, Fadda, Gambarara 2007).

Below, we provide a complete alphabetic list of all the articles published in the 
50 volumes of Sign Systems Studies. This index may have several purposes. One of 
them is to help the editors get a clearer overview of what has been done in all these 
years. Secondly, such a list will be helpful in rediscovering valuable work that may 
have been forgotten since its original publication. Thirdly, as there is no search 
engine that would allow to search specifically through the contents of SSS, such 
a file containing all the titles and authors may serve this purpose to some extent. 

A key role for any journal is played by its publisher; in case of SSS, this has, 
from the very beginning, been the University of Tartu Press, with its remarkable 
heads Mart Orav and, more recently, Ivo Volt as our supportive partners. We also 
hold deep gratitude for the colleagues who have done enthusiastic editorial work 
in different periods of the journal’s existence: from the first period (Vols. 1–25), 
Juri Lotman, Ann Malts, Zara Mints, Igor Černov and Oleg Mutt; from the second 
period, Kati Lindström, Timo Maran, Tuuli Pern and Remo Gramigna, as well 
as Silvi Salupere and Ene-Reet Soovik who continue to contribute actively to the 
publication of Sign Systems Studies. And of course, no journal can survive without 
its contributors whose intellectual efforts constitute its current face. 

Table 1. Thematic issues of Sign Systems Studies.

Title year volume editors
J. Lotman, Lectures on Structural Poetics 
[monograph]

1964 1 Boris Egorov

Festschrift to Y. N. Tynyanov 1969 4 Juri Lotman
Festschrift to V. Y. Propp 1971 5 Juri Lotman
Festschrift to M. M. Bakhtin 1973 6 Juri Lotman
Festschrift to P. G. Bogatyrev 1975 7 Zara Mints
Festschrift to D. S. Lichachev 1977 8 Zara Mints
Semiotics of Culture 1978 10 Ann Malts
Semiotics of Text 1979 11 Igor Černov
Structure and Semiotics of the Artistic Text 1981 12 Juri Lotman
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Title year volume editors
Semiotics of Culture 1981 13 Juri Lotman
Text in Text 1981 14 Juri Lotman
Typology of Culture, Interplay of Cultures 1982 15 Juri Lotman
Text and Culture 1983 16 Zara Mints
Structure of Dialogue as the Working 
Principle of the Semiotic Mechanism

1984 17 Juri Lotman

Semiotics of the City and of City Culture 1984 18 Ann Malts
Semiotics of Space and Space of Semiotics 1986 19 Juri Lotman
Current Problems of the Semiotics of 
Culture

1987 20 Juri Lotman

Symbol in the System of Culture 1987 21 Juri Lotman
Mirror, Semiotics of Reflectivity 1988 22 Zara Mints
Text, Culture, Semiotics of Narrative 1989 23 Mariya 

Plyukhanova
Culture, Text, Narrative 1992 24 Zara Mints
Semiotics and History 1992 25 Peeter Torop
Semiotics of Nature 2001 29(1) Winfried Nöth,  

Kalevi Kull
Biosemiotics 2002 30(1) Claus Emmeche,  

Jesper Hoffmeyer,  
Kalevi Kull

Uexküll 2004 32(1/2) Kalevi Kull,  
Torsten Rüting

Semiotics and Anthropology 2006 34(2) Licia Taverna,  
Stefano Montes

Semiotics of Roland Barthes [special 
section]

2008 36(1) Harri Veivo

Semiotics of Translation [special section] 2008 36(2) Peeter Torop
Zoosemiotics 2009 37(3/4) Dario Martinelli,  

Otto Lehto
Semiotics of Resemblance 2010 38(1/4) Timo Maran,  

Ester Võsu
Tartu Semiotics 2011 39(2/4) Kalevi Kull,  

Kati Lindström,  
Mihhail Lotman,  
Timo Maran,  
Silvi Salupere,  
Peeter Torop

Semiotics of Verse 2012 40(1/2) Mihhail Lotman,  
Maria-Kristiina 
Lotman
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Title year volume editors
Semiotics of Translation and Cultural 
Mediation

2012 40(3/4) Elin Sütiste,  
Terje Loogus,  
Maarja Saldre

Sign Evolution on Multiple Time Scales 2014 42(2/3) Kristian Tylén,  
Luis Emilio Bruni

Peirce’s Theory of Signs 2015 43(4) Ahti-Veikko 
Pietarinen

Framing Nature and Culture 2016 44(1/2) Lauri Linask,  
Riin Magnus

A. J. Greimas – a Life in Semiotics 2017 45(1/2) Remo Gramigna,  
Andrius 
Grigorjevas,  
Silvi Salupere

Semiotics and History: Boris Uspenskij 80 2017 45(3/4) Marek Tamm
Umberto Eco and Biosemiotics [special 
section]

2018 46(2/3) Kalevi Kull

Learning and Adaptation: Semiotic 
Perspectives

2018 46(4) Alin Olteanu,  
Andrew Stables

Approaches in Tartu Semiotics 2019 47(1/2)
Integrationism, Biosemiotics, Philosophy of 
Communication

2020 48(1) Paul Cobley,  
Adrian Pablé,  
Johan Siebers

Anticipation and Change 2021 49(1/2) Lauri Linask,  
Inesa Sahakyan,  
Aleksei 
Semenenko

Cultures of the Face 2021 49(3/4) Remo Gramigna,  
Massimo Leone

Ferdinand de Saussure Today: Semiotics, 
History, Epistemology

2022 50(1) Ekaterina 
Velmezova,  
Emanuele Fadda

Tartu Publications in Semiotics 2022 50(4) Ott Puumeister, 
Kalevi Kull
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Appendix. List of articles published  
in Sign Systems Studies volumes 1–50 (1964–2022)

In this alphabetic list, we provide only the English-language versions of the titles of 
the articles. If an article was not originally written in English, the original language is 
marked at the end of the entry: [F] – French, [G] – German, [R] – Russian. In case of 
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names from Cyrillic script is not standardized; instead, we are using the name spelling as 
found either in the relevant English tables of contents or elsewhere in publications.3
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Väli 2015

Põldmäe, Jaak 1969. About Estonian accent verse. SSS 4: 345–367. [R]
Põldmäe, Jaak 1977. Typology of vers libre. SSS 9: 85–98. [R]
Pomerantseva, Erna 1975. Stories about sorcerers and sorcery. SSS 7: 88–95. [R]
Ponomarjova, Galina 1992. Monument and canal (on the mythology of Peter I’s period). 

SSS 24: 72–76. [R]
Ponomarjova, Galina 1998. Border and the barbed wire. SSS 26: 186–200. [R]
Ponomarjova, Galina > Barsukov, Grishakova, Grigorjeva, Zayonts, Lotman, Ponomarjova, 

Mitroshkin 1987
Ponzio, Augusto 2003. Modeling, dialogue, and globality: Biosemiotics and semiotics of 

self. 1. Semiosis, modeling, and dialogism. SSS 31(1): 25–63.
Ponzio, Augusto; Petrilli, Susan 2001. Bioethics, semiotics of life, and global communi

cation. SSS 29(1): 263–275.
Ponzio, Augusto > Petrilli, Ponzio 2013
Portis-Winner, Irene 1999. The dynamics of semiotics of culture; its pertinence to 

anthropology. SSS 27: 24–45.
Portis-Winner, Irene 2002. Eric Wolf: the crosser of boundaries. SSS 30(2): 465–484.
Portis-Winner, Irene 2006. Eric Wolf: A semiotic exploration of power. SSS 34(2): 339–356.
Portis-Winner, Irene 2009. Facing emergences: Past traces and new directions in American 

anthropology. SSS 37(1/2): 114–168.
Portis-Winner, Irene 2013. Jean Rouch: The semiotics of ethnographic film. SSS 41(2/3): 

230–240.
Posner, Roland 2000. Semiotic pollution: Deliberations towards an ecology of signs. SSS 

28: 290–308.
Postnikov, Mikhail; Fomenko, Anatoli 1982. New methods of statistical analysis of ancient 

historical narrative-numerical material. SSS 15: 24–48. [R]
Potter, Rebecca C. 2016. The biosemiotics of Aldo Leopold. SSS 44(1/2): 111–127.
Pottier, Richard 2006. Semiotic square and the interpretation of myths. SSS 34(2): 403–415. 

[F]
Poulsen, Søren Vigild 2021. Face off – a semiotic technology study of software for making 

deepfakes. SSS 49(3/4): 489–508.
Priimägi, Linnar 2002. Pure visual metaphor: Juri Lotman’s concept of rhetoric in fine arts. 

SSS 30(2): 725–741.
Priimägi, Linnar 2005. The problem of the autocatalytic origin of culture in Juri Lotman’s 

cultural philosophy. SSS 33(1): 191–204.
Pumpyansky, Lev 1984. Gogol. SSS 18: 125–137. [R]
Putilоv, Boris 1975. Zastava Bogatyrskaya (On the structure of space in the bylina). SSS 

7: 52–64. [R]



	 Fifty volumes of Sign Systems Studies	 583

Puumeister, Ott 2018. Surviving finitude: Survival as a constructed foundation of identity. 
SSS 46(1): 90–116.

Puumeister, Ott 2019. Biopolitical subjectification. SSS 47(1/2): 105–125.
Puumeister, Ott 2020. Conspiratorial rationality. SSS 48(2/4): 519–528.
Puumeister, Ott; Kull, Kalevi 2022. Editors’ preface: Lotmaniana and semiotic publications 

from Tartu. SSS 50(4): 471–472.
Puumeister, Ott > Kull, Puumeister 2022
Puumeister, Ott > Nuessel, Puumeister 2022
Puura, Ivar 2013. Nature in our memory. SSS 41(1): 150–153.
Pyrhönen, Heta 2008. Ways of keeping love alive: Roland Barthes, George du Maurier, and 

Gilles Deleuze. SSS 36(1): 49–70.
Queiroz, João; Merrell, Floyd 2006. Semiosis and pragmatism: Toward a dynamic concept 

of meaning. SSS 34(1): 37–65.
Queiroz, João > Moreira, Queiroz 2022
Queiroz, João > Vitral, Queiroz 2018
Rabitz, Florian > Olteanu, Rabitz, Jurkevičienė, Budžytė 2019
Rahimi, Sadeq 2002. Is cultural logic an appropriate concept? A semiotic perspective on 

the study of culture and logic. SSS 30(2): 455–464.
Randviir, Anti 1998. Sign as an object of social semiotics: evolution of cartographic 

semiosis. SSS 26: 392–416.
Randviir, Anti 2001. Sociosemiotic perspectives on studying culture and society. SSS 29(2): 

607–626.
Randviir, Anti 2007. On spatiality in Tartu–Moscow cultural semiotics: The semiotic 

subject. SSS 35(1/2): 137–159.
Randviir, Anti 2011. Transdisciplinarity in objects: Spatial signification from graffiti to 

hegemony. SSS 39(2/4): 88–123.
Randviir, Anti 2013. Autocommunication in semiotic systems: 40 years after the Theses on 

the Semiotic Study of Cultures (Tartu Summer School in Semiotics 2013). SSS 41(2/3): 
378–382.

Randviir, Anti 2014. Semiotic management of communicative situations: New people(s) 
and old methods. SSS 42(1): 42–71.

Randviir, Anti 2019. From systematic semiotic modelling to pseudointentional reference. 
SSS 47(1/2): 8–68.

Randviir, Anti; Tarasti, Eero; Voigt, Vilmos 2000. Finno-Ugric semiotics: Cultures and 
metacultures. SSS 28: 425–438.

Rattasepp, Silver > Mäekivi, Rattasepp 2020
Raudla, Tuuli 2008. Vico and Lotman: poetic meaning creation and primary modelling. 

SSS 36(1): 137–165.
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Rebane, Rasmus 2020. Peirce Chase’ing Pythagoras. SSS 48(2/4): 350–367.
Reinelt, Janelle 2005. National signs: Estonian identity in performance. SSS 33(2): 369–378.
Reiser, Solomon 1969. A dictionary of iambic tetrametres “Komu na Russi žitj horošo”. 

SSS 4: 368–385. [R]

	 Fifty volumes of Sign Systems Studies	 583



584	 Kalevi Kull, Ott Puumeister

Remm, Tiit 2011. Understanding the city through its semiotic spatialities. SSS 39(2/4): 
124–144.

Remm, Tiit 2016. Textualities of the city – from the legibility of urban space towards social 
and natural others in planning. SSS 44(1/2): 34–52.

Remm, Tiit > Kull, Bogdanova, Gramigna, Heinapuu, Lepik, Lindström, Magnus, Moss, 
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