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NEW INTERESTING  
COIN FINDS IN 2008

In 2008, several rare coins reached museum collections. Besides single 
FRLQV�UHFRYHUHG�GXULQJ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�ÀHOGZRUN��DQ�HQWLUH�KRDUG�ZDV�DOVR�
DFTXLUHG��$W� OHDVW�WKUHH�VLQJOH�FRLQ�ÀQGV�DQG�WKH�KRDUG�DUH�ZRUWK�WR�EH�
introduced to a wider public. 

The Napsu hoard (tpq 1707), which, alongside with a silver penan�
nular brooch, also contained 58 coins hidden in a cattle horn (Fig. 1), 
FDPH� WR� OLJKW� LQ�D� IRUHVW�QHDU� WKH� IRUPHU�1DSVX�YLOODJH� �IRUPHU�6DDUGH�
SDULVK��� IURP� WKH�EDQN� RI� WKH�EURRN�ÁRZLQJ� LQWR� WKH�5HLX�5LYHU�� ,Q� DG�
GLWLRQ� WR� 6ZHGLVK� öres and marks, the horn contained also two local 
FRLQV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�VWUXFN�LQ�7DOOLQQ��'XH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�ÀQGHU�RI�WKH�
hoard acted extremely competently about their discovery, the archaeolo�
JLVWV�$OGXU�9XQN��0LUMD�2WV�DQG�0DXUL�.LXGVRR�DUULYLQJ�RQ�WKH�VSRW�RQ�
$SULO���UG�������ZHUH�DEOH�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�ÀQG�FRQWH[W�DQG�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�
GHWDLO� �VHH� 9XQN� ������� 7KH� ([SHUW� &RXQFLO� RI� $UFKDHRORJ\� DSSRLQWHG� 
D�UHZDUG�WR�WKH�ÀQGHU��$IWHU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�WKH�ÀQG�ZDV�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�
Pärnumaa Museum.

2Q�0DUFK��WK�������D�FRSSHU�LPLWDWLRQ�RI�D�*HUPDQ�GHQDU�ZDV�IRXQG�
from the settlement site of Tammiku (former Kose parish) by Arne Kivis�
WLN��8QOLNH�RWKHU�SHQGDQWV�RI�VXFK�NLQG�IRXQG�LQ�(VWRQLD��FOHDU�WUDFHV�RI� 
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1 Aldur Vunk, Mirja Ots and Mauri Kiudsoo.

Fig. 1.  The cattle horn with coins 
from the Napsu hoard.

Jn 1.     Napsu aardesse kuulunud 
lehma sarv koos 
müntidega.

Photo / Foto: Aive Viljus
(PäMu 16114/A2631.)



KDYLQJ� RULJLQDOO\� EHHQ� VLOYHU�FRDWHG� KDYH� VXUYLYHG� RQ� 
the specimen from Tammiku. The pendant may be de�
scribed as follows: one side of it bears a cross surrounded by  
D�FLUFOH�RI�GRWV��ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�SDWWHUQV��H�J��D�ULQJ��EHW� 
ween its hands; on the other side only combinations of  
scratches can be observed (Fig. 2).  

At least four specimens resembling pendants from 
the Livs’ sites and being probably made in one of the most 
important trade and manufacturing centers of the last 
centuries of the prehistoric period on the eastern coast 
RI� WKH� %DOWLF� 6HD�� 'DXJPDOH�� FDQ� EH� GLVWLQJXLVKHG� DW� 
D�PRPHQW�DPRQJ�WKH�FRSSHU�LPLWDWLRQV�RI�:HVW�(XURSHDQ�
GHQDUV�IRXQG�LQ�(VWRQLD��7KH�FRLQ�LPLWDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�VHW�
tlement of Tammiku suggests a wider distribution area  
of the pendants made by the Livs in the second half of 
the 11th  century, than has been presumed so far (see 
.LXGVRR����������������

'XULQJ�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�ÀHOGZRUN�UHODWHG�WR�WKH� 
Tartu Cathedral in 2008 I should mention a scherf,  
D� VR�FDOOHG� OHDI� EUDFWHDWH�� RI� WKH� ELVKRS� RI� 7DUWX� +HO�
PLFK�YRQ�0DOOLQNURGW������²�������)LJ�����1 Up to now,  
(VWRQLDQ�PXVHXP�FROOHFWLRQV�LQFOXGHG�RQO\�WZR�FRLQV�RI�VXFK�
design. One of them came to light during the excavations 
RI�WKH�3LULWD�PRQDVWHU\�LQ������������7DPP������������
SO��;;,,,������WKH�RWKHU��IURP�DQ�XQNQRZQ�VLWH�RI�GLVFRYHU\��
is registered in the coin collection of the former Learned 
(VWRQLDQ�6RFLHW\�2 Relying upon published information,  
D�VFKHUI�ZLWK�D� OHDI� LQVFULSWLRQ�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�����V�
�VHH�6DUNNLQHQ������������ÀJ����D²E���WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�ZKLFK��XQIRUWXQDWHO\��
we can only surmise.

,Q� WKH� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� H[FDYDWLRQ� RI� 9DEDGXVH� YlOMDN� �9DEDGXVH�
6TXDUH���7DOOLQQ�� HYHQ�D�JROG� FRLQ� FDPH� WR� OLJKW�²�DQ�DQRQ\PRXV�:HVW�
)ULVLDQ�GXFDW��VWUXFN�LQ�������7KH�ÀQGV�RI�JROG�FRLQV�DUH�UDUH�LQ�(VWRQLD��
but single specimens have still come to light in towns or castles or their 
immediate neighbourhood. Various gold coins mainly occurred among  
the currency of merchants and the nobility. Mercenaries, who constituted  
the main military force of the period, also preferred their pay in gold.  
Peasants never touched it. One of the reasons for that, undoubtedly,  
was the prohibition in medieval Livonia to pay in gold to peasants, 
since the diversity of circulating gold coins only too often led to cheating  
LOOLWHUDWH�SHDVDQWV��/HLPXV������������&RQVHTXHQWO\�ZH�GR�QRW�RIWHQ�ÀQG�

Fig. 2.   An imitation of a German  
pfennig from the settle-
ment of Tammiku.

Jn 2.     Saksa penni imitatsioon 
Tammiku asulast. 

(AI 6413: 33.)
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1 7KH�FRLQ�ZDV�IRXQG�E\�0DUWLQ�0DOYH�RQ�������������7KH�VXSHUYLVRU�RI�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZDV� 
Heiki Valk (TÜ). 
2 AI 5000/862: 1a.

Fig. 3.   Scherf of the bishop of  
Tartu Helmich von Mallin-
krodt from the excavation 
of Tartu Cathedral.

Jn 3.    Tartu piiskop Helmich von 
Mallinkrodt’i šerf Tartu 
Toomkiriku kaevamistelt.

(TM A 172: 314.)

1 cm0

NEW INTERESTING COIN FINDS IN 2008



212

JROG�FRLQV�LQ�(VWRQLDQ�KRDUGV��2QO\�VRPH�KRDUGV�IURP�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\� 
are known, which contained gold coins (see e.g. Kiudsoo 2000, appendix I, 
no. 101 and 138).

NEW INTERESTING COIN FINDS IN 2008
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������D�MRRNVXO�WlLHQHVLG�(HVWL�PXXVHXPLNRJXG�QLL�
P}QHJL�UDULWHHWVH�P�QGLJD��/LVDNV�DUKHRORRJLOLVWHOW�
välitöödelt saadud üksikmüntidele, leiti ka üks aare. 
Aardeleid (tpq��������PLV�SHDOH�K}EHGDVW�KREXUDXG�
V}OH�VLVDOGDV����OHKPD�VDUYHV�SHLGHWXG�P�QWL��MQ�����
WXOL� SlHYDYDOJHOH� HQGLVH� 1DSVX� N�OD� �HQG�� 6DDUGH�
NKN��OlKHGDOW�PHWVDVW�5HLX�M}NNH�VXXEXYD�RMD�NDO�
GDOW��/LVDNV�5RRWVLV�YHUPLWXG�||U��MD�PDUNP�QWLGH�
OH�� ROL� RPDO� DMDO� VDUYH� DVHWDWXG� ND� NDNV�7DOOLQQDV�
O||GXG� UDKD�� 7lQX� VHOOHOH�� HW� DDUGH� OHLGMD� NlLWXV�
VHOOH� DYDVWDPLVHO� �OLPDOW� DVMDWXQGOLNXOW�� }QQHVWXV� 
����DSULOOLO������NRKDOH�V}LWQXG�DUKHRORRJLOLVHO�HNV�
SHGLWVLRRQLO�ÀNVHHULGD�DDUGH�OHLXVLWXDWVLRRQ�MD��NRQ�
tekst väga täpselt. Muinsuskaitseameti arheoloogia 
HNVSHUWQ}XNRJX�PllUDV�OHLGMDOH�OHLXWDVX��3lUDVW�NRQ�
serveerimist anti aare üle Pärnumaa Muuseumile. 
� � � ��� PlUWVLO� ����� DYDVWDWL� 7DPPLNX� DVXODNRKDOW�
(end. Kose khk) üks saksa denaari algeline imitat�
VLRRQ��MQ�����9DVWXSLGLVHOW�WHLVWHOH�(HVWLVW�SlHYDYDO�
gele tulnud sarnastele ripatsitele olid sellel säilinud 
VHOJHG� PlUJLG� DOJVHVW� SLQQD� K}EHWDPLVHVW�� 3UDH�
JXVH� XXULPLVVHLVXJD� RQ� (HVWLVW� OHLWXG� �KWHNRNNX�
QHOL� P�QGLMlOMHQGLW�� PLOOH� YDOPLVWDPLVNRKDNV� RQ�
SDNXWXG� PXLQDVDMD� O}SXVDMDQGLWH� /llQHPHUH� LGD�
UDQQLNX�WlKWVDLPDW�NlVLW||��MD�NDXEDQGXVNHVNXVW�²� 
Daugmalet. Tammiku asulakohast saadud imitat�
VLRRQ�RVXWDE�DJD�OLLYL�HKWHPHLVWULWH�����VDMDQGL�WHLVHO�
poolel vermitud ripatsite veelgi laiemale levikualale 
kui siiani arvati. 

2008. a Tartu Toomkiriku arheoloogilistel väli�
W||GHO�DYDVWDWXG�P�QWLGHVW�WRRNVLQ�HUDOGL�YlOMD�7DU�
WX�SLLVNRSL�+HOPLFK�YRQ�0DOOLQNURGW·L� �����²������
ãHUÀ��QQ�OHKWEUDNWHDDGL��MQ�����.XQL�NlHVROHYD�DMDQL�
WHDWL� (HVWL� PXXVHXPLNRJXGHV� �NVQHV� NDKW� WDROLVH�
NXMXQGXVHJD�P�QWL��hNV�QHLVW�SlULQHE�3LULWD�NORRVW�
UL������������D�NDHYDPLVWHOW�� WHLQH��WHDGPDWD�OHLX�
NRKDJD�HNVHPSODU�RQ�DUYHO�HQG��¯(6�P�QGLNRJXV��
.LUMDQGXVHV� DYDOGDWXG�DQGPHWHOH� WRHWXGHV� ROOD�ND�
������DDVWDWHO�OHLWXG��NV�OHKH�NXMXWLVHJD�ãHUI��PLOOH�
täpne asukoht pole paraku teada.

7DOOLQQDV�� 9DEDGXVH� YlOMDNXO� WRLPXQXG� DUKHR�
loogilistel kaevamistel tuli päevavalgele kuldmünt – 
������ D� YHUPLWXG� DQRQ��PQH� /llQH�)ULLVL� WXNDW��
.XLJL� NXOGP�QWLGH� OHLXG� RQ� (HVWLV� KDUXOGDVHG��
RQ� �NVLNXLG� HNVHPSODUH� OLQQDGHVW�OLQQXVWHVW� Y}L�
nende vahetust ümbrusest siiski avastatud. Kuld�
P�QWH�NDVXWDVLG�HHON}LJH�NDXSPHHV��MD�DDGHONRQG��
.D� HHOLVWDVLG� NXOODV� RPD� WDVX� VDDGD� V}MDVXODVHG��
WROOHDHJQH�SHDPLQH� UHOYDM}XG��0DDUDKYD�NlWWH� VHH�
YllULVPHWDOO�DJD�HL�M}XGQXG��.DKWOHPDWD�ROL��KHNV�
S}KMXVHNV� NHVNDMD� /LLYLPDDO� NHKWLQXG� NHHOG� WDOX�
poegadele kullas tasuda, sest käibinud kuldmüntide 
PLWPHNHVLVXVH� MXXUHV� YLLV� VHH� SDKDWLKWL� NLUMDRVND�
PDWX�OLKWUDKYD�SHWPLVHOH��6HOOHVW�MRKWXYDOW�HL�NRKWD�
PH�NXOODVW�YHUPLQJXLG�ND�(HVWL�DDUGHOHLGXGHV��hNV�
QHV�����VDMDQGLVW�RQ�DQGPHLG�P}QLQJDWH�NXOGP�QWH�
sisaldanud aarete kohta.
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