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LANDSCAPE SURVEYS  
AND MONUMENTS  
DISCOVERED IN 2008

During the last decade 60–130 new sites have been discovered annually. 
The average count is 80 new sites per year and 2008 was no exception.  
The table in this article contains 76 new sites, including 57 settlement sites, 
5 burial places, remains of smithy, a hoard site, a refuge site, etc. New sites 
ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�LQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�FRXQWLHV�RI�(VWRQLD��)LJ������/DUJH�VFDOH�ÀHOG�
VXUYH\V� ZHUH� FDUULHG� RXW� LQ� WKH� &RXQWLHV� RI� 3}OYD� ���� QHZ� VLWHV��� 7DUWX� 
(15 new sites) and Pärnu (11 new sites). The most productive discoverer was  
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Fig. 1. New archaeological sites 
discovered in 2008.

Jn 1. 2008. aastal avastatud 
muistised.

Drawing / Joonis: Marge Konsa



Andres Vindi, a technician in the Laboratory of Archaeology at the Uni�
versity of Tartu. More than half of the new sites were discovered by 
him. 

6HYHUDO�VXUYH\V�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�(VWHU�2UDV��D�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW�
LQ� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 7DUWX� LQ� WKH� VFRSH� RI� KHU�0DVWHU·V� WKHVLV� �������� 
The purpose of these was to investigate the contexts of Middle Iron Age 
hoards. In addition to locating the known hoard sites new sites were also 
looked for. As a result of this survey work 23 new sites were discovered, 
PDLQO\�IURP�WKH�&RXQWLHV�RI�9LUX��-lUYD�DQG�7DUWX��(VSHFLDOO\�QRWHZRU�
thy are the Kalmaküla (nos. 7 and 8) rich Neolithic settlement sites on 
WKH�QRUWK�ZHVW� FRDVW� RI�/DNH�3HLSVL��8QWLO� QRZ�� RQO\� D� IHZ�0HVROLWKLF�
ERQH�ÀQGV�ZHUH�NQRZQ�IURP�WKHUH��-DDQLWV�	�0RRUD������������ÀJ�����

Our understanding of the settlement patterns around Lake Peipsi 
ZDV�DOVR�LPSURYHG�LQ�VRPH�SDUWV�RI�6HWXPDD��$UYLV�.LULVWDMD�FDUULHG�RXW�
VHYHUDO�H[SHGLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�¶7KH�)RUPDWLRQ�DQG�'HYHO�
RSPHQW�RI�6HWWOHPHQW�LQ�6HWXPDD�IURP�6WRQH�$JH�WR�,URQ�$JH·��ZKLFK�ZDV�
D�SDUW�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�6HWXPDD�SURJUDP�RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�&XOWXUH��,Q�DG�
GLWLRQ�WR�QXPHURXV�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWHV�WZR�QHZ�7DOND�W\SH�EDUURZ�JURXSV� 
were discovered in Värska. One of these is located near the crossroads  
RI� 9lUVND²3RGPRWVD� DQG� 0llVRYLWVD²6DJRUD� URDGV� �QR�� ����� ZKHUH� 
�� ODUJH� DQG� �� VPDOOHU� EDUURZ�OLNH� IRUPDWLRQV� ZHUH� GLVFRYHUHG�� 7KHVH�
are located on an area of approximately 100 × 100 m surrounded by a 
rampart. The other group is located 1 km south of the former Kotelnika 
village (no. 26), where about ten mounds form two lines parallel to the  
URDG��.LULVWDMD��������

5HQDOGR�9HHEHU�IURP�WKH�6DDWVH�0XVHXP�KHOSHG�WR�ORFDWH�VHYHUDO�
IRONORUH�UHODWHG� VLWHV� LQ� /RERWND�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� IRONORUH� D� VDFUHG� SODFH� 
was located on Jumalamägi (God Hill) in the northern part of Kolossova 
YLOODJH��QR�������7KH�WZR�SDUW�.XQLQJDPlJL� �.LQJ�+LOO�²������P�D�V�O����
which is covered by a pine forest and located in the southern part of Pode�
likusuu village is considered to be a former refuge (no. 27), where people  
hid even as late as during World War II. 
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Fig. 2.   Finds found by metal 
detecting in Rutikvere. 
1 – penannular brooch 
2 – fragment of silver 
sheet pendant 
3 – fragment of plaque 
4 – bell.

Jn 2.     Rutikverest metalliotsijaga 
leitud esemeid. 
1 – hoburauasõlg 
2 – hõbedast rinnalehe 
katked 
3 – naastu katke 
4 – kuljus.

Photo / Foto: Arvi Haak
1 cm0
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0DUL�/}KPXV��0$���LQLWLDWHG�DQ�H[SHGLWLRQ�WR�7RUL��LQ�WKH�&RXQW\�RI�
3lUQX��7KLV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�D�6WRQH�$JH�VHWWOHPHQW�RQ�
the banks of the Pärnu and Navesti Rivers. Of the newly discovered sites 
WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�RQH�LV�WKH�0HVROLWKLF�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�ZLWK�ULFK�ÀQGV�LQ�
Päästale on the north bank of the Pärnu River (no. 47). The list of 12th –  
14th cc. settlements in Pärnu County was supplemented thanks to the work 
of Mati Mandel (AM). The only hoard handed over to a museum in 2008 
was found in Pärnu County by Rein Roodus (see Kiudsoo, this volume).  
� � 6PDOOHU�VXUYH\V�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�&RXQWLHV�RI�+DUMX��5DSOD�DQG�
9}UX��$LYDU�.ULLVND�OHG�DQ�H[SHGLWLRQ�ZKLFK�GLVFRYHUHG�D�6WRQH�$JH�VHW�
tlement and two Iron Age settlements on the bank of the Jägala River 
(nos. 1–3, Kriiska et al., this volume). The National Heritage Board com�
missioned Aarne Kivistik and Mauri Kiudsoo to check the sites discovered 
by Kivistik during his years of work as a trustee of the National Heritage 
%RDUG��7KH�FRRUGLQDWHV�RI�WKHVH�VLWHV�ZHUH�FURVV�FKHFNHG�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
Register of Monuments. As a result of this work new sites were also discov�
HUHG��7RRPMD�UHPDLQV�RI�VPLWK\��QR������LQ�5DSOD�&RXQW\�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH��

,Q�VRXWK�(VWRQLD�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VXUYH\�RI�ODNHV�DQG�WKHLU�VXUURXQG�
LQJV�ZDV�FRQWLQXHG��7KLV�\HDU�DWWHQWLRQ�ZDV�IRFXVHG�RQ�3ODDQL�.�ODMlUY�
�QR������LQ�WKH�+DDQMD�8SODQGV��3UHYLRXVO\��DQ�(DUO\�,URQ�$JH�VHWWOHPHQW�
site, a Late Iron Age barrow and a Middle Age rural cemetery have been 
LQYHVWLJDWHG�RQ�WKH�VRXWK�HDVWHUQ�EDQN�RI�WKH�ODNH��3HHWV��������,Q������
Marge Konsa discovered a cultural layer of a settlement site on the east�
HUQ�EDQN�RI�WKH�ODNH��ZLWKLQ�WKH�ERUGHUV�RI�WKH�6RND�IDUPVWHDG��7KH�SRW�
VKHUGV�IRXQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�$QGUHV�7YDXUL�DV�JURXS���RI�SODLQ�
ZKHHO�WKURZQ�SRWWHU\�IURP�QRUWK�ZHVW�5XVVLD�DQG�GDWHG�WR�WKH���WK�FHQ�
tury (pers. comm.). 

$�MRLQW�SURMHFW�RI�WKH�,VODQGV�SURJUDP�RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�&XOWXUH�DQG�
WKH�&HQWUH�RI�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�&XOWXUDO�7KHRU\�ZDV�VWDUWHG�LQ�������,W�LV�WL�
tled ‘The Archaeological Heritage of the Marine Culture of the Islands’ 
and carried out by the University of Tartu, the Tallinn University and 
the National Heritage Board. Fieldwork was carried out on Vormsi and 
5XKQX� LVODQGV�� 2Q� 5XKQX� �QR�� ����� 0LUMD� 2WV� GLVFRYHUHG� D� /DWH� 1HR�
lithic settlement site. The site is situated by the road leading from the 
Ruhnu lighthouse to the former border guard outpost in Valgi. The site 
is badly damaged by a quarry. The preserved part of the site measures 
DERXW����í����P��FRQWDLQLQJ�&RUGHG�:DUH�DQG�ÁLQW�RI�IRUHLJQ�RULJLQ��&KDU�
FRDO� IURP�D� OD\HU� FRQWDLQLQJ�FHUDPLFV� LQ�RQH�RI� WKH� WHVW�SLWV�ZDV�GDWHG�� 
The 14&�DQDO\VLV�JDYH�WKH�UHVXOW��������%3��FDO������������²�����%&��1

All the sites described above were discovered in the course of planned 
VWXGLHV�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�ÀHOGZDONLQJ��VDPSOLQJ�DQG�VXUYH\LQJ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�VRPH�
chance discoveries were also made, during salvage archaeology and construc�
tion work. During the excavations in connection with the reconstruction  

1�3R]�������
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RI�9DEDGXVH�6TXDUH� LQ�7DOOLQQ��QR�����D�1HROLWKLF�VHWWOH�
ment site was discovered. The layer containing Comb and 
Corded Ware lay at 15–16.5 m above today’s sea level, 
dating from approximately 3200–2800 BC (Kadakas et al. 
�������2Q�WKH�LVODQG�6DDUHPDD�QHDU�6DOPH�YLOODJH��QR������
WKH� ÀUVW� SUHKLVWRULF� VKLS� LQ�(VWRQLD�ZDV� GLVFRYHUHG� �VHH�
Konsa et al., this volume). The existence of a rural cem�
HWHU\�LQ�0XVWDKDPED�YLOODJH��QR������LQ�9}UX�&RXQW\�ZDV�
discovered in connection with motorsports activities –  
the motorcycle club Mad Devil held a hill climbing contest 
RQ�.DOP}PlH� �*UDYH�+LOO���3ULRU� WR� WKH� FRQWHVW�� VRPH�RI�
the soil was peeled and heaped to form the racetrack. Af�
ter the contest the bones of two adults and two children, 
and one iron knife with a bone handle were found (Veldi 
2008). Unfortunately the land owner has not understood 
the historical importance of the site and has disputed placing the site under 
heritage protection. 

Items found by metal detectorists that reached museums in 2008 in�
FOXGHG�ÀQGV�IURP�WZR�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWHV��8UPDV�.XXVLNX�IRXQG�D�FROOHF�
WLRQ�RI�/DWH�,URQ�$JH�EURQ]H�DQG�VLOYHU�MHZHOOHU\��)LJ�����RQ�D�ÀHOG�QHDU�WKH�
Rutikvere manor (no. 17). The site was later inspected by archaeologists 
who discovered ceramic fragments and a settlement layer measuring 200 
× 100 m (Haak & Veldi 2008). 

Priit Kumel used a metal detector near Keila and found a bronze 
D[H��QR�����.DGDNDV���������7KH�ÀQG�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�IURP�D�ÀHOG������P� 
north of the economic center of Tutermaa village, 5–10 cm deep in the 
JURXQG��7KH�D[H��ZLWK�WKH�OHQJWK�RI����FP��LV�RI�WKH�QDUURZ�EODGHG��KLJK�
ÁDQJHG�W\SH��)LJ��������VLPLODU�LWHPV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�SUHYLRXVO\�LQ�(VWRQLD��
the latest was found in 2003 from the Meriküla beach near Aseri (Tamla 
�����������7KHVH�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�HDUOLHVW�PHWDO�LWHPV�LQ�(VWRQLD��GDWLQJ�IURP� 
SHULRG�,%�RI�0RQWHOLXV����WK�FHQWXU\�%&���/DQJ������������

ABOUT THE TABLE
$�VLWH� LV� UHSRUWHG� LQ� WKLV� WDEOH�RQO\� LI� UHOHYDQW�ÀQGV�RU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�
reached the archaeological collections. The sites are sorted according to 
county of location. The name of the site is usually the village. If the name 
of the site is different from the name of the village, then an explanation is 
supplied in the description column of the table. Andres Tvauri helped with 
WKH�GDWLQJ�RI�QHZ�ÀQGV�IURP�,URQ�$JH�DQG�+LVWRULF�3HULRG�VWRUHG�LQ�WKH�DU�
chaeological collections of the University of Tartu. Additional information 
about the sites listed in the table can be obtained from the archaeology 
archives of the Universities of Tartu and Tallinn. 

Fig. 3.   A flanged bronze axe 
found near Keila.

Jn 3.      Keila lähedalt leitud 
pronksist rantkirves.

(HMK 8704 A 844.) 
Photo / Foto: Marge Konsa
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.lHVROHYD�DUWLNOL�MXXUGH�NXXOXYDV�WDEHOLV�RQ����XXW�
PXLVWLVW��MQ�����QHQGH�KXOJDV�RQ����DVXODNRKWD����PD�
WXVHSDLND��VHSLNRMDDVH��DDUGH�OHLXNRKW��SHOJXSDLN�MW��
8ODWXVOLNXPDLG�PDDVWLNXLQVSHNWVLRRQH�WHKWL�3}OYD�
PDDOH�����XXW�PXLVWLVW���7DUWX�������MD�3lUQXPDDOH�
������.}LJH�HGXNDP�PXLVWLVWH�RWVLMD�ROL�7h�DUKHRORR�
gia kabineti tehnik Andres Vindi, kes leidis üle poole 
2008. aasta avastatud muististest. 

(VWHU� 2UDVH� NRUUDOGDWXG� YlOLW||GH� WXOHPXVHQD�
OHLWL����XXW�PXLVWLVW�SHDPLVHOW�9LUX���-lUYD��MD�7DUWX�
PDDOW��(ULWL�WlKHOHSDQXYllUQH�RQ�ULNNDOLNX�QHROLLWL�
OLVH�OHLXPDWHUMDOLJD�.DOPDN�OD�DVXODWH�DYDVWDPLQH�
3HLSVL�ORRGHUDQQLNXO��$UYLV�.LULVWDMD�WHJL�PLWPHLG�LQV�
SHNWVLRRQH�6HWXPDDO��6DDWVH�PXXVHXPL�HHVWYHGDMD� 
Renaldo Veeberi abiga lokaliseeriti mitmeid päri�
PXVSDLNX�/RERWND�YDOODV��0DUL�/}KPXVH�LQLWVLDWLL�
vil tehti uurimisretk Tori valda Pärnumaale, kus 
DYDVWDWL�PLWPHLG�XXVL�PHVROLLWLOLVL�DVXODLG�3lUQX�MD�
1DYHVWL� M}H� NDOODVWHO�� 3lUQXPDD� NHVNDHJVHWH� DVX�
lakohtade nimekiri täienes tänu Mati Mandli eest�
vedamisel toimunud inspektsioonidele. Pärnumaalt 
DYDVWDWL�ND�������D�DLQXV�PXXVHXPL�M}XGQXG�DDUGH�
leid, mille leidmisau kuulub Rein Roodusele. Aivar 
.ULLVND�MXKDWDWXG�-lJDOD�HNVSHGLWVLRRQL�NlLJXV�OHLWL�
XXVL�DVXODNRKWL�-lJDOD�M}H�NDOGDSHDOVHO��5DSODPDDO�
7RRPMD� N�ODV� WXYDVWDVLG� $DUQH� .LYLVWLN� MD� 0DXUL�
.LXGVRR� PXLVWVH� VHSLNRMD� MllQXVHG�� /}XQD�(HVWLV�
MlWNDWL�MlUYHGH�MD�QHQGH�OlKL�PEUXVH�DUKHRORRJLOLVW�
inspekteerimist, mille käigus avastas Marge Konsa 
KLOLVUDXDDHJVH� DVXOD� 3ODDQL� .�ODMlUYH� LGDNDOGDOW��
3URMHNWL�´6DDUWH�DUKHRORRJLOLQH�PHUHNXOWXXULSlUDQGµ� 

UDDPHV� WHKWL�YlOLW|LG�9RUPVL� MD�5XKQX�VDDUHO��NXV�
0LUMD�2WV� DYDVWDV�9DOJL� DVXODNRKD��PLV� 14&�GDWHH�
ULQJX� � MlUJL� NXXOXE� KLOLVQHROLLWLNXPL� ��������� UD�
diosüsinikuaastat e. 2880–2580 eKr). Neoliitiline 
DVXODNRKW� DYDVWDWL� ND�7DOOLQQDV�9DEDGXVH� YlOMDNX�
�PEHUHKLWXVHJD� VHRWXG� YlOMDNDHYDPLVWHO�� 6DDUH�
PDDO� 6DOPH� DVXOD� OlKHGDO� OHLWL� WHH�HKLWXVH� NlLJXV�
(HVWL�HVLPHQH�PXLQDVODHY��9}UXPDDO�0XVWDKDPED�
N�OD�.DOP}PlHO�WXYDVWDWL�N�ODNDOPLVWX�ROHPDVROX��
NXL� PlHO� NRUUDOGDWXG� PRWRY}LVWOXVWH� WXOHPXVHQD�
tekinud sügavatest rööbastest tulid nähtavale inim�
OXXG��.DKMXNV�HL�ROH�PDDRPDQLN�P}LVWQXG�PXLVWLVH�
DMDORROLVW� MD� NXOWXXULOLVW� YllUWXVW�� VHVW� YDLGOXVWDV�
NDOPLVWX�PXLQVXVNDLWVH�DOOD�Y}WPLVH��

0HWDOOLGHWHNWRULVWLGH�NRJXWXG�HVHPHWHVW�M}XGVLG�
2008. aastal muuseumi leiud kahest kohast. Rutik�
YHUH�P}LVD�OlKHGDOW�S}OOXOW�OHLGLV�8UPDV�.XXVLNX�KL�
OLVUDXDDHJVHLG�SURQNV��MD�K}EHHKWHLG��MQ�����.HLOD�Ol�
KHGDOW�OHLGLV�3ULLW�.XPHO�SURQNVLVW�UDQWNLUYH��MQ����� 
PLV�SlULQHE�YDQHPDVW�SURQNVLDMDVW�����VDM�H.U��

$UWLNOLOH� OLVDWXG� WDEHOLV� OHLDYDG� NDMDVWDPLVW� DL�
QXOW� QHHG� PXLVWLVHG� MD� OHLXNRKDG�� PLOOH� NRKWD� RQ�
OHLXG�Y}L�OHLXNRKD�DQGPHG�HGDVWDWXG�ULLNOLNHVVH�DU�
KHRORRJLDNRJXGHVVH�MD�DUKLLYL��0XLVWLVH�QLPHV�NDMDV�
WXE�HQDPDVWL�N�OD�QLPL��.XL�PXLVWLVH�MD�N�OD�QLPHV�
RQ� HULQHYXVL�� VLLV� WDEHOL� DVXNRKD� NLUMHOGXVH� ODKWULV�
RQ�OLVDWXG�YDVWDY�WlSVXVWXV��7h�IRQGL�UDXD��MD�DMD�
ORROLVH�DMD�XXWH�PXLVWLVWH�OHLXPDWHUMDOL�DLWDV�GDWHHUL�
da Andes Tvauri. Lisainfot tabelis toodud muististe 
NRKWD�VDDE�7h�MD�$,�DUKHRORRJLD�DUKLLYLVW�
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