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INTRODUCTION 
0LKNOL�FKXUFK�LV� ORFDWHG�LQ�3lUQXPDD��3lUQX�&RXQW\���DSSUR[LPDWHO\����NP�QRUWK�
ZHVW�RI�3lUQX��,W�LV�XQNQRZQ�ZKHQ�WKH�OLPHVWRQH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�FRQVWUXFWHG��
EXW� LW� LV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�ZULWWHQ�VRXUFHV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�������/(&8%����UHJ��QR��
1144). According to art historian Villem raam the current vaulted church could have 
EHHQ�EXLOW�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�ODVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�����������²�����

3UHSDUDWRU\�ZRUN� IRU�EXLOGLQJ�D�QHZ�URRI� IRU�0LKNOL� FKXUFK�ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW� LQ�
$XJXVW� ������7KH\� EHJDQ�ZLWK� WKH� UHPRYDO� RI� D� OD\HU� RI� GHEULV� DERXW� WZR� RU� WKUHH�
meters thick that had cumulated on top of the church vaults over centuries. A layer of 
VRLO�FRQWDLQLQJ�KXPDQ�ERQHV�DSSHDUHG�XQGHU�DQ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���P�WKLFN�OD\HU�ZLWK�
SLHFHV�RI�URRI�WLOHV�DQG�PRUWDU��7KHUHIRUH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQV�ÀQDQFHG�E\�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�%RDUG�DQG�OHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRUV�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�RQ�WRS�
of the vaults of Mihkli church.

Already in the beginning of the research it appeared that no complete skeletons 
ZHUH�WR�EH�IRXQG�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�YDXOWV��EHFDXVH�WKH�ERQHV�OD\�VFDWWHUHG�DQG�PL[HG�LQ�WKH�
OD\HU�RI�VRLO��7KH\�ZHUH�ZRXQG�XS�WKHUH�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�VRLO�WKDW�KDG�SUREDEO\�EHHQ�
taken from the medieval and modern period cemetery in the vicinity of the church. 
3LHFHV� RI� VWDLQHG� JODVV�� SUREDEO\� RULJLQDWLQJ� IURP� WKH�ZLQGRZV� RI� WKH� FKXUFK��ZHUH�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�VRLO�RQ�WKH�DUFKHV��7KLV�KLQWV�WR�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKH�VRLO�ZDV�WDNHQ�IURP�
WKH�LPPHGLDWH�YLFLQLW\�RI�WKH�FKXUFK·V�RXWHU�ZDOOV�

%DVHG� RQ� FXUUHQW� REVHUYDWLRQV�ZH�SUHVXPH� WKDW� WKH� VRLO� DQG� WKH�ERQHV� FRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�FDUULHG�WKHUH�LQ�WKH���WK�DQG�RU���WK�FHQWXU\�IRU�XQNQRZQ�UHDVRQV��+\-
pothetically this could have been an attempt to insulate the church. in estonia the 
ÁRRU� RI� WKH�DWWLF�KDV� VRPHWLPHV�EHHQ� FRYHUHG�ZLWK�D� OD\HU� RI� VDZGXVW� RU� VDQG� IRU�
insulation.

NEW DATA ABOUT THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHURCH
7KH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�OD\HU�RI�GHEULV�DQG�VRLO�IURP�WKH�DUFKHV�KDV�EURXJKW�WR�OLJKW�QHZ�
GDWD�DERXW�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SKDVHV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��7KH�H[FDYDWLRQV�FRQÀUPHG�WKDW�EH-
IRUH� WKH�DUFKHV�ZHUH�EXLOW�� WKH� FKXUFK�ZDV� FRYHUHG�ZLWK�D� VLPSOH� FHLOLQJ�RI�ZRRGHQ�
EHDPV�LQGLFDWHG�E\�WKH�KROHV�GLVFRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�OLPHVWRQH�ZDOOV��)LJ������5HPQDQWV�RI�
SODVWHU�DSSHDUHG�RQ�WKH�LQQHU�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�LPPHGLDWHO\�XQGHU�WKH�KROHV�IRU�WKH�
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Fig. 2.   One of the windows that had been partly 
walled in with the construction of the arches, 
found in the eastern wall of the church.

Jn 2.     Võlvide ehitamise käigus osaliselt kinni 
müüritud aken kiriku idaseinas.

Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu

Fig. 3.    The excavated passageway and stairs leading on top of the arches in the northern wall of the church. 
Jn 3.      Müürikäik kiriku põhjaseinas ja trepp võlvi peale.
Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu

Fig. 1.   Holes for beams in the southern wall of the  
church and remnants of plaster revealed 
under the holes.

Jn 1.      Laetalade augud kiriku lõunaseinas ja 
nende all paljastunud krohvi jäänused. 

Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu
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Fig. 4.   Holes discovered in the northern wall of the church.
Jn 4.      Kiriku põhjaseinas avastatud augud.
Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu

EHDPV��ZKLFK�VKRZV�WKDW�DOUHDG\�WKHQ�WKH�LQWHULRU�FKXUFK�ZDOOV�ZHUH�SODVWHUHG��2Q�WKH�
HDVWHUQ�ZDOO�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZH�GLVFRYHUHG�WZR�ZLQGRZV��ZLWK�WKH�VL]H�RI����í����FP�WKDW�
KDG�EHHQ�ZDOOHG�LQ�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�DUFKHV�DQG�PXVW�WKHUHIRUH�KDYH�EHHQ�
SDUW�RI�WKH�ROGHU�VWRQH�EXLOGLQJ��)LJ������2Q�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�ZDOO�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZH�IRXQG�
KROHV�IRU�ZRRGHQ�EHDPV�VWUHWFKLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��ZKLFK�KLQW�WR�WKH�
H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�EDOFRQ\�RU�HYHQ�D�SRVVLEOH�KRDUGLQJ�RQ�WKH�RXWHU�ZHVWHUQ�ZDOO�DOUHDG\�LQ�
the earlier period of the construction.

'XULQJ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�D���P�ORQJ�SDVVDJHZD\�ZDV�XQFRYHUHG�LQVLGH�WKH�QRUWK-
HUQ�ZDOO�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��7KLV�DOVR�KLQWV�WR�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�WKH�0LKNOL�FKXUFK��
7KH�SDVVDJHZD\�OHG�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�LQLWLDO�ZRRGHQ�FHLOLQJ��/DWHU��ZLWK�WKH�FRQVWUXF-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�DUFKHV��OLPHVWRQH�VWDLUV�ZHUH�ODLG�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�DUFKHV��)LJ������7KH�DIRUH-
PHQWLRQHG�SDVVDJH�ZDV�RQO\�DFFHVVLEOH�IURP�WKH�FKRLU�URRP�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�WKURXJK�D�
GRRUZD\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���P�KLJKHU�IURP�WKH�ÁRRU��7KLV�PHDQW�WKDW�RQH�KDG�WR�XVH�D�
ladder.

7KHUH� ZHUH� KROHV� DW� LUUHJXODU� LQWHUYDOV� ��²��P�� WKURXJK� WKH� RYHU� �� P� WKLFN�
ZDOO��7KHVH�ZHUH�ORFDWHG����WR����FP�ORZHU�IURP�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�DQG�VRXWK-
HUQ�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��)LJ������7KH�VKDSH�DQG�VL]H�RI�WKHVH�KROHV�DOORZ�XV�WR�EHOLHYH�
WKDW� URXQG� ORJV�XS� WR���� FP� WKLFN�ZHUH�SODFHG� WKHUHLQ��7KHLU� IXQFWLRQ� LV�XQNQRZQ��
7KHVH�ORJV�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDOOV�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�WR�VHFXUH�VFDIIROGLQJ�GXULQJ�D�FRQ-
VWUXFWLRQ�SKDVH�RU�WKH\�FRXOG�KDYH�VXSSRUWHG�D�ZRRGHQ�KRDUGLQJ�RQ�WKH�RXWHU�ZDOOV�
RI� WKH� FKXUFK�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� ����� ZKHQ� WKH� -}KYL� FKXUFK� LQ� QRUWK�HDVW� (VWRQLD�
ZDV� VWXGLHG�� VLPLODU� KROHV�ZHUH� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� D� ��WK� FHQWXU\�KRDUGLQJ� �.DGDNDV� 
��������²����



212

THE FINDS
���ÀQGV1�ZHUH� JDWKHUHG� LQ� WKH� H[FDYDWLRQV� RQ� WRS� RI� WKH� DUFKHV� RI� WKH�0LKNOL� FKXUFK��
6RPH�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�JUDYH�JRRGV�EURXJKW�XS�WR�WKH�DWWLF�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VRLO�DQG�WKH�ERQHV�� 
$�EURQ]H�ULQJ��WKUHH�LURQ�NQLYHV��)LJ������DQ�LURQ�EHOW�EXFNOH�DQG�IRXU�VLOYHU�FRLQV�DUH�VRPH�
H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�ÀQGV��$�VLJQLÀFDQW�ÀQG�ZDV�D�ULQJ�ZLWK�D�FRQYH[�FRQFDYH�PLGGOH�VSLUDO�
SDUW�PDGH�IURP�D�VWULS�RI�EURQ]H��7KLV�W\SH�RI�ULQJ�ZDV�FRPPRQ�LQ�(VWRQLD�PDLQO\�IURP�WKH�
��WK�WR�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��EXW�PRVWO\�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�LQ�EXULDOV�IURP�DERXW������WR�

Ain MÄesAlU and MArtin MAlVe

DERXW�������9DON�����������������������$OO�
three knives represent a type common from 
WKH���WK�WR�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�WKDW�KDG�ÁDW�
VKDIWV�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�ERQH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�KDQ-
GOH�ZHUH�FRQQHFWHG�E\�ULYHWV��2QH�RI�WKHP��
ZKLW� GHFRUDWLRQV� RQ� WKH� KDQGOH� �)LJ�� ���� 
LV� VLPLODU� WR� WZR� NQLYHV� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK�
WZR���WK�FHQWXU\�ZRPHQ�EXULDOV� IRXQG�LQ�
the rural cemetery of Makita in tartumaa 
�9DON�����������SODWH�;9,,,������

the four silver coins2 found on the 
arches of the Mihkli church may also 
have been grave goods. these include a 
scherf of livonian order, tallinn (wolter 
YRQ� 3OHWWHQEHUJ��� PLQWHG� DIWHU� �����"���
D�VFKLOOLQJ�RI�WKH�)UHH�WRZQ�RI�5LJD�IURP�
������D�6ZHGLVK�VFKLOOLQJ��PLQWHG�LQ�5LJD�
(gustav ii Adolf) from 1621; and another 
6ZHGLVK�VFKLOOLQJ�PLQWHG�LQ�/LYRQLD��.DUO�
Xi) from 1664. in addition a piece of mor-
WDU�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZLWK�DQ�
öre�RI�.DUO�;,�PLQWHG�LQ�7DOOLQQ�LQ������
VWXFN�LQ�LW�VLGHZD\V�3 

���VKDUGV�RI�ZLQGRZ�JODVV��VRPH�ZLWK�
WUDFHV�RI�SDLQWLQJ��)LJ������ZHUH�DOVR�IRXQG�
LQ�WKH�VRLO�RQ�WKH�DUFKHV��7KH\�ZHUH�SURE-
DEO\�UHPQDQWV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZLQGRZV��7KH�
UDUHVW� RI� WKH� ÀQGV� ZHUH� WZR� ERRN� FODVSV��
ZLWK�DQ�RUQDPHQW�RQ�WKHLU�VXUIDFH��)LJ������
Patches of traces of gilding have been pre-
served on the surface of the book clasps. 
7KHVH�ÀQGV�DUH�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�W\SH�RI�ERRN�
clasps used in the 16th century.

three three-ponged sconces produced 
DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�ZHUH�IRXQG�
LQ�WKH�KROHV�LQ�WKH�ZDOOV�ORFDWHG���²���FP�
EHORZ� WKH� WRS� RI� WKH� QRUWKHUQ� DQG� VRXWK-
HUQ�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��)LJ������$FFRUGLQJ�

1�7h��������²���
2 ,GHQWLÀHG�E\�0DXUL�.LXGVRR��$,��
3�,GHQWLÀHG�E\�0DXUL�.LXGVRR��$,��

Fig. 7.   Book clasps.
Jn 7.      Raamatukaante sulgurid.
(TÜ 1931: 38–39.)
Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu

Fig. 5.   Knives.
Jn 5.      Noad.
(TÜ 1931: 15, 46, 4.)
Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu

Fig. 6.   A shard of window-glass decorated with 
paintings.

Jn 6.      Maalingutega aknaklaasikild.
(TÜ 1931: 32.)
Photo / Foto: Riina Rammo
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Fig. 8.   A dismantled sconce inside a hole in the 
northern wall of the church.

Jn 8.      Osadeks lahtivõetud seinalühter kiriku  
põhja seinas olevas augus. 

Photo / Foto: Ain Mäesalu
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WR�WKH� ORFDO�SHRSOH�� WKH�VFRQHV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�
apart and hid in these holes in 1943 during 

the world war ii.

OSTEOLOGICAL MATERIAL
Altogether 4029 human bones or their frag-

PHQWV�ZHUH�JDWKHUHG�IURP�WKH�DUFKHV�RI�WKH�
church. the osteological analysis revealed 

that ribs and vertebrae formed the major-

LW\�RI�ERQH�PDWHULDO��RWKHU�ERQHV�ZHUH�UHS-

UHVHQWHG�LQ�IHZHU�QXPEHUV�DQG�IUHTXHQWO\�
as fragments. wholly preserved long bones 

(e.g. femurae and tibiae) and other larger 

bones, but also hand and foot bones that are 

TXLWH�W\SLFDO�LQ�PL[HG�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�
DEVHQW�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��7KHUHIRUH�LW�FDQ�EH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�HDUWKZRUNV�ODUJHU�ERQHV�
ZHUH�VRUWHG�RXW�IURP�WKH�VRLO��%HFDXVH�SLFNLQJ�RXW�VPDOOHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�VNHOHWRQV�ZRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�WRR�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�WKH\�ZHUH�FDUULHG�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�DUFKHV�ZLWK�WKH�VRLO��,W�LV�SRV-
VLEOH�WKDW�WKH�VNHOHWRQV�ZHUH�GLVWXUEHG�DOUHDG\�EHIRUH�WKH�PHQWLRQHG�HDUWKZRUNV��IRU�H[DP-

SOH�E\�ODWHU�EXULDOV�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK\DUG��6RPH�ERQHV�DQG�WKH�VRLO�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKHP�VKRZHG�
WUDFHV�RI�ÀUH��SUREDEO\�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�KDV�EHHQ�GDPDJHG�E\�ÀUH�LQ�WKH�SDVW�

(YHU\�ERQH�DQG�LWV�ORFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VNHOHWRQ�ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG��7KH�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�
RI�DGXOWV�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�RFFXUUHG�ERQHV��$GDPV�	�.RQLJVEHUJ�
���������²������LQ�WKLV�FDVH�E\�WKH�ULEV�RI�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH��2QO\�WKH�ULEV�ZLWK�KHDGV�ZHUH�
XVHG�LQ�FDOFXODWLRQV��$OO�RWKHU�IUDJPHQWV�ZHUH�GLVFDUGHG�IURP�WKH�FDOFXODWLRQV��EHFDXVH�
WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[DFW�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�ULEV�XVLQJ�RQO\�WKH�IUDJPHQWV�LV�GLIÀFXOW��
,Q�WRWDO�WKH�RVWHRORJLFDO�PDWHULDO�IURP�WKH�DWWLF�RI�WKH�0LKNOL�FKXUFK�FRQVLVWHG�RI�����
ULJKW�DQG����� OHIW�ULEV�RI�DGXOWV��7KHVH�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�GLYLGHG�E\���� �XVXDOO\�D�SHU-
VRQ�KDV����SDLUV�RI�ULEV���7KLV�PHWKRG�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�DERXW� 
60 adults among commingled bones.

$V�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�ULEV�RI�VXE�DGXOWV�ZDV�YHU\�VPDOO��WKH\�FDQQRW�EH�XVHG�IRU�GH-
termining the minimum number of individuals. therefore radii, the most frequent parts 

RI� WKH� VXE�DGXOWV� VNHOHWRQV��ZHUH�XVHG� LQVWHDG����� ULJKW�DQG��� OHIW� UDGLL�ZHUH� FRXQWHG��
belonging to at least 16 sub-adults. the medieval and early modern cemeteries are often 

FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�VXE�DGXOWV�EXULDOV��.DOOLQJ��������������7KH�VFDUFHQHVV�
of sub-adults in Mihkli church may be caused by poor preservation, also the smallness and 

IUDJLOLW\�RI�WKHLU�ERQHV��+RZHYHU��WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�VXE�DGXOW�EXULDOV�ZHUH�IHZHU�LQ�WKH�
destroyed part of the churchyard cannot be ruled out either.

$OWRJHWKHU�WKH�ERQHV�RI�DW�OHDVW����DGXOWV�DQG����VXE�DGXOWV�ZHUH�GHWHFWHG�LQ�FRPPLQ-

JOHG�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV��7KH�DQDO\VLV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH\�EHORQJHG�WR�PHQ��ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLO-
dren in all age groups. the osteological material is typical for an ordinary and peacetime 

FHPHWHU\�ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV��
the pathological analysis of the osteological material ascertained several diseases 

DQG�WUDXPDV��WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�SDWKRORJLHV�EHLQJ�FRQQHFWHG�WR�DJHLQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH�ZHDU-
LQJ�RI�MRLQWV��RVWHRDUWKURVLV���$OVR�YDULRXV�GLVHDVHV�UHODWHG�WR�GHJHQHUDWLRQ�RI�VSLQH�ZHUH�
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present – spondylosis, spondyloarthrosis 
and osteochondrosis. compression frac-
tures (fractura compressiva) and schmorl’s 
nodes (nodi schmorl) indicated heavy phys-
ical activity or traumas. schmorl’s nodes 
can also be congenital. 

dental diseases included caries (Fig. 9),  
alveolar reduction, hypoplasia and tooth 
DEVFHVVHV��6HYHUDO�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�MDZV�
VKRZHG�ante mortem teeth loss (Fig. 10). in 
one case a canin of right mandibula of an 
DGXOW�PDQ��DJH�����\HDUV��ZDV�IRUPHG��EXW�
had not been erupted.

Various healed fractures of ribs and 

Ain MÄesAlU and MArtin MAlVe

Fig. 11.  Badly healed fracture in the lower part of the 
fibula (upper) and a middle-aged male’s left 
humerus with a healed fracture in the lower 
part (nether).

Jn 11.    Halvasti kokkukasvanud luumurd pindluu 
alaosas (ülemine) ja keskaealise mehe 
paranenud luumurd vasaku õlavarreluu 
alaosas (alumine).

Photo / Foto: Kristel Külljastinen

Fig. 9.   Right upper jaw of a child with considerable 
caries on first molar. The longlasting lesion has 
caused abscess that has also intruded inside 
the right maxillary sinus. 

Jn 9.      Lapse parem ülalõualuu, mille esimesel 
tagapurihambal on märkimisväärne kaaries. 
Kaugeleulatunud põletik on tekitanud hamba-
juure mädase põletiku, mis on tunginud ka 
paremasse põskkoopasse.

Photo / Foto: Kristel Külljastinen

Fig. 10.  Lower jaw of an adult male (age 45+ years) 
with almost all the teeth lost ante mortem.

Jn 10.     Täiskasvanud mehe alalõualuu (vanus 45+ 
aastat), enamik hambaid on eluajal välja 
langenud.

Photo / Foto: Kristel Külljastinen

limb bones formed the bulk of traumas detected on the bones. three right ribs had frac-
tures in a stage of healing, but the individuals had died before the complete recovery of the 
LQMXU\��2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FDVHV�LV�WKH�OHIW�KXPHUXV�RI�D�PLGGOH�DJHG�PDQ�ZLWK�D� 
KHDOHG�IUDFWXUH�LQ�WKH�GLVWDO�HQG��)LJ�������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��D�ÀEXOD�ZLWK�D�KHDOHG�IUDFWXUH��)LJ������
DQG�D�WDOXV�ZLWK�RVWHRFKRQGULWLV�GLVVHFDQV�ZHUH�IRXQG��6RPH�ERQHV�DOVR�ZRUH�PDUNHUV�RI�
periostitis that could have been caused by a trauma, infection or physical stress. 

%HVLGHV�GLVHDVHV�DQG�WUDXPDV�DQRPDOLHV�RI�ERQH�JURZWK�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�RVWHRORJLFDO�
ÀQGV��)RU�LQVWDQFH�D�VDFUXP�ZLWK�VDFUDOL]DWLRQ��ÀIWK�OXPEDU�YHUWHEUD�KDG�HQWLUHO\�IXVHG�
ZLWK�VDFUXP��FDQ�EH�SRLQWHG�RXW��6RPH�DGXOWV�DQG�VXE�DGXOWV�KDG�RSHQ�VXWXUH�EHWZHHQ�
IURQWDO�FUDQLDO�ERQHV��VXWXUH�PHWRSLFD��ZKLOH�WKHVH�ERQHV�XVXDOO\�XQLWH�DW�WKH�DJH�RI��²��
years (schaefer et al.�����������

the analysis of the human remains found from the vaults of the Mihkli church gives 
D�YDOXDEOH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�FRPPLQJOHG�ERQHV�SURYLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�KHDOWK�
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and lifestyle of a local community. Previously commingled bones have only been used in 

estonian archaeology to determine the minimum number of individuals, but they have 

QRW�EHHQ�VWXGLHG�PRUH�WKRURXJKO\�SDOHRSDWKRORJLFDOO\��+RZHYHU��HYHQ�VLQJOH�ERQHV�SURYLGH�
GLUHFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�OLIHVW\OH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�SDVW��ZKLOVW�ZULWWHQ�
VRXUFHV�DUH�GHÀFLHQW�IRU�WKLV�VXEMHFW��

CONCLUSION
����WRQV�RI�VRLO��SLHFHV�RI�OLPHVWRQH��PRUWDU��WLOHV�DQG�RWKHU�GHEULV�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�IURP�
above the vaults of the Mihkli church. 4029 human bones or bone-fragments, belonging 

WR�WKH�VNHOHWRQV�RI�DW�OHDVW����DGXOWV�DQG����FKLOGUHQ��ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�DUFKDHRORJL-
FDO�H[FDYDWLRQV��7KH�ERQHV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�YDXOWV�LQ�WKH���WK�DQG�RU���WK�FHQWXU\�
WRJHWKHU�ZLWK� WKH� VRLO� WDNHQ�PRVW� OLNHO\� IURP�WKH� FHPHWHU\�DURXQG� WKH� FKXUFK��7KH�
analysis of the bones gave interesting information on traumas and diseases of the 

SRSXODFH�WKDW�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�IURP�WKH���WK�WR�WKH���WK�
FHQWXU\��6RPH�RI�WKH�ÀQGV�JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZHUH�RULJLQDOO\�JUDYH�JRRGV�LQ�
WKH�EXULDOV�DURXQG�WKH�FKXUFK��$OO�RWKHU�ÀQGV�VKRXOG�EH�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�WKH�IXUQLVKLQJV�
RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�DUH�GDWHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH���WK�DQG���WK����WK"��FHQWXULHV��7KH�H[FDYD-

tions also demonstrated that the original stone church had no arches, but only a simple 

EHDP�FHLOLQJ��SODVWHUHG�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH��7KH�WZR�PHWHU�ORQJ�SDVVDJH�LQVLGH�WKH�XSSHU�
SDUW�RI�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�ZDOO�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH�RULJLQDO�FKXUFK�KDG�KDG�D� 
GHIHQVLYH�IXQFWLRQ�DV�ZHOO��5HVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�0LKNOL�FKXUFK�KDV�FOHDUO\�VKRZQ�WKH�QHFHV-
VLW\�RI�LQYROYLQJ�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�ZKHQ�FOHDQLQJ�WKH�DWWLFV�RI�ROG�FKXUFKHV�
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������D�DXJXVWLV�KDNDWL�0LKNOL�NLULNXV�VHRVHV�XXH�NDWXVH�HKLWDPLVH�HWWHYDOPLVWXVHJD�HHPDOGDPD�S�KDNRMD�
Y}OYLGHOH�NXKMXQXG��²��P�SDNVXVW�SUDKLNLKWL��8PEHV�PHHWULSDNVXVH�NDWXVHNLYLGH��MD�P|UGLW�NNLGH�ODGHPH�
DOO�WXYDVWDWL�PXOODNLKW��PLV�VLVDOGDV�LQLPOXLG��6HHW}WWX�WHRVWDWL�0LKNOL�NLULNX�Y}OYLGHO�DUKHRORRJLOLVL�NDHYD-
PLVL�0XLQVXVNDLWVHDPHWL�UDKDVWXVHO�MD�NlHVROHYD�DUWLNOL�DXWRULWH�MXKHQGDPLVHO�

/XXG�SDLNQHVLG�PXOODNLKLV�VHJDPLQL�MD�WHUYLNOLNNH�VNHOHWWH�Y}OYLGHOW�HL�OHLWXG��,OPVHOW�VDWWXVLG�OXXG�VLQQD� 
NRRV��OHVYHHWXG�PXOODJD��PLV�Y}HWL�W}HQlROLVHOW�NLULNX�YDKHWXVW��PEUXVHVW��NXV�SDLNQHV�NHVN��MD�XXVDHJQH�
NDOPLVWX��0XOOD�MD�OXXGH��OHVWDVVLPLQH�Y}LV�DVHW�OHLGD����²����VDM��DJD�VHOOH�WHJHYXVH�S}KMXVHG�SROH�WHDGD��
hKH�K�SRWHHVLQD�Y}LE�N}QH�DOOD�WXOOD�VRRY�NLULNXW�VRRMXVWDGD��

.DHYDPLVWHO�VHOJXV��HW�HQQH�Y}OYLGH�HKLWDPLVW�ROL�NLULN�OLKWVD�WDODODHJD��PLOOHOH�YLLWDVLG�SDHNLYLVHLQWHV�
DYDVWDWXG� DYDXVHG� MD� YDKHWXOW� QHQGH� DOO� NLULNXP��ULGH� VLVHN�OMHO� ROHYDG�NURKYL� MllQXVHG� �MQ� ����.LULNX�
LGDVHLQDV�SDOMDVWXVLG�NDNV�YDUDVHPDW����í����FP�VXXUXVW�DNQDDYD��MQ�����PLV�ROLG�Y}OYLGH�UDMDPLVHJD�NLQ-
QL�P��ULWXG��.LULNX� OllQHVHLQD�QXUNDGHVW�DYDVWDWL� OlEL�P��UL�XODWXYDG�SXLWWDODGH�DXJXG��PLV�YLLWDYDG�� 
HW�OllQHVHLQD�YlOLVN�OMHO�Y}LV�MXED�NLULNX�YDUDVHO�HWDSLO�SDLNQHGD�U}GX�Y}L�NRJXQL�NDLWVHU}GX��

.LULNX�NDLWVHIXQNWVLRRQLOH�YLLWDE�ND�WHPD�S}KMDVHLQD��ODRVDV���P�SLNNXQH�NlLN�P��UL�VHHV��MQ�����.lLJX�
NDXGX�VDL�PLQQD�HVLDOJVH� WDODODH�SHDOH��Y}OYLGH�HKLWDPLVHO� WHKWL� VLQQD� OLVDNV�SDHSODDWLGHVW� WUHSS��.lLNX�
SllVHV�YDLG�NLULNX�NRRULUXXPL�VHLQDV�ROHYD�XNVHDYD�NDXGX��PLV�SDLNQHV�S}UDQGDVW���P�N}UJXVHO�MD�LOPVHOW�
oli selleks vaja kasutada redelit.

.LULNX�S}KMD��MD�O}XQDP��UL�SHDOLVSLQQDVW���²���FP�DOOSRRO�DVXVLG�HEDNRUUDSlUDVWH�YDKHGHJD���²��P��
OlEL�VHLQWH�XODWXYDG�DXJXG��MQ�����PLOOHV�Y}LVLG�NXQDJL�SDLNQHGD�NXQL����FP�MlPHGXVHG��PDUSDOJLG��3ROH�WHD-
GD��NDV�QHHG�SDOJLG�ROLG�NLULNX�PLQJLO�HKLWXVMlUJXO�VHRWXG�WHOOLQJXWHJD�Y}L�WRHVWDVLG�QDG�KRRSLV�NLULNXP��UL�
YlOLVN�OMHO�SDLNQHYDW�SXLGXVW�NDLWVHU}GX��

���DUKHRORRJLOLVH�OHLX�KXOJDV�ROL����²����VDM�PDWXVWHOH�LVHORRPXOLNNH�SDQXVHLG��SURQNVV}UPXV��NROP�QXJD�
�MQ�����SDQQDO�MD���K}EHP�QWL��9LLHV�K}EHP�QW�SDLNQHV��KH�P|UGLNDPDND�VHHV��hKWODVL�OHLWL����DNQDNODDVL�
NLOGX��PLOOHVW�RVDO�HVLQHV�YlUYLVL�PDDOLQJXLG��MQ�����1HHG��LOPVHOW�NLULNXDNHQGH�NDWNHG��YLLWDYDG�Y}LPDOX-
VHOH��HW�PXOGD�Y}HWL�NLULNXP��ULGH�YlOLVN�OMH�YDKHWXVW�OlKHGXVHVW��/LVDNV�OHLWL�NDNV�����VDM�LVHORRPXOLNNX� 
NDXQLVWXVWH�MD�NXOGDPLVMllQXVWHJD�UDDPDWXNDDQWH�VXOJXULW��MQ�����.LULNX�S}KMD��MD�O}XQDSRROVH�P��UL�SHD-
OLVSLQQDVW���²���FP�DOOSRRO�SDLNQHQXG�VHLQDDXNXGHVW� OHLWL���NROPHKDUXOLVW�VHLQDO�KWULW� �MQ�����1HHG�ROLG�
sinna peidetud 1943. aastal.

.RNNX�OHLWL�0LKNOL�NLULNX�Y}OYLGHOW������LQLPOXXG�Y}L�QHQGH�NDWNHW��(VLQGDWXG�ROLG�SHDPLVHOW�URLGHG�MD�
VHOJURRO�OLG��YlKHP�ROL�WRUX��MD�NROMXOXXGH�IUDJPHQWH��.XQD��KWHJL�WHUYHW�WRUXOXXG��QW�UHLH��Y}L�VllUHOXXG��HL�
OHLWXG��VLLV�Y}LE�MlUHOGDGD��HW�LVLNXG��NHV�SLQQDVW�NDHYDVLG�MD�Y}OYLGHOH�YLLVLG��QRSSLVLG�VXXUHPDG�OXXG�YlOMD��
0}LVWDWXVOLNXNV�MlL�DJD�NlH��MD�MDODODEDOXXGH�YlJD�YlLNH�KXON��

/XXGH�VHDV�N}LJH�DUYXNDPDOW�HVLQHQXG�URLHWH�DQDO��V�DQGLV�WlLVNDVYDQXWH�YlLNVHLPDNV�LQGLYLLGLGH�DU-
YXNV�YlKHPDOW�����$ODHDOLVWHOH�NXXOXQXG�SDUHPD�SRROH�NRGDUOXXGH�MlUJL�ROL�PLQLPDDOQH�ODVWH�DUY�����7DYD-
liselt on kesk- ja varauusaegsetel kalmistutel lastematuste osakaal suurem. 

0}QLQJDWH�LQLPOXXGH�S}KMDO�}QQHVWXV�WXYDVWDGD�RPDHJVHWH�LQLPHVWH�KDLJXVL�MD�WUDXPDVLG��3HDPLVWHNV�
ROLG�YDQDQHPLVHJD�NDDVQHYDG�KDLJXVHG�QDJX�QlLWHNV�OLLJHVWH�NXOXPLQH�HKN�RVWHRDUWURRV��(VLQHV�ND�VHOJURR�
GHJHQHUHHUXPLVHJD� VHRWXG�KDLJXVL� QDJX� VHOJURRO�OLNHKDGH�NXOXPLVW� HKN� VSRQG�ORRVL� MD� VHOJURRO�OLGH� OLL-
JHVWH�NXOXPLVW�HKN�VSRQG�ORDUWURRVL��5DVNHOH�I��VLOLVHOH�NRRUPXVHOH�Y}L�WUDXPDGHOH�YLLWDVLG�VHOJURR�O�OLGH�
YDKHNHWDVWH� VRQJDG� VHOJURRO�OLNHKDGHO�� /LVDNV� HVLQHV� PlUNH� ND� SHULRVWLLGL� HKN� OXX�PEULVH� S}OHWLNXVW��
+DPPDV�WHJD�VHRWXG�KDLJXVWHVW�HVLQHV�NDDULHVW��LJHPH�S}OHWLNNX��KDPEDHPDLOL�PLQHUDOLVDWVLRRQLKlLUHW�MD�
KDPEDMXXUH�WLSX�PlGDVW�S}OHWLNNX�HKN�DEVWVHVVL��MQ�����0LWPHO��OD��MD�DODO}XDO�ROL�QlKD�HOXDMDO�YlOMDNXNNX-
nud hammaste sulgunud hambasompe (jn 10).

Peamisteks traumadeks olid luumurrud. enam kohtas paranenud roiete murdusid. samas tuvastati 
NROP�SDUHPDW�URLHW��PLOOHO�ROL�PXUUX�SLLUNRQQDV�QlKD�SDUDQHPLVH�DOJXVW��NXLG�LQLPHQH�ROL�HQQH�O}SOLNNX�
SDUDQHPLVW� VXUQXG��+DUXOGDVHNV� OHLXNV�ROL��KH�NHVNHDOLVH�PHKH�YDVDN�}ODYDUUHOXX��PLOOHO� Y}LE�PlUJDWD�
SDUDQHQXG�OXXPXUGX��MQ������/LVDNV�ROL��KH�WlLVNDVYDQX�SLQGOXX�SDUDQHQXG�PXUUXJD��MQ�����MD��KH�WlLVNDV-
YDQX�YDVDNXO�NRQWVOXXO�ROL�WUDXPDVW�WLQJLWXG�O}KXVWXY�RVWHRNRQGULLW�

.RNNX� HHPDOGDWL�0LKNOL� NLULNX� Y}OYLGHOW� XPEHV� ���� WRQQL�PXOGD��P|UGL�� MD� NDWXVHNLYLGH� W�NNH�QLQJ�
muud prahti. sellega kaasnenud arheoloogilistel kaevamistel kogutud materjalid pakkusid uusi andmeid 
NLULNX�YDQHPD�DMDORR��DJD�ND��PEUXVNRQQDV�HODQXG�LQLPHVWH�WHUYLVOLNXVW�VHLVXQGLVW��8XULPLVW||G�QlLWDVLG�
selgelt, et vanade kirikute pööningute puhastamisel on arheoloogide kaasamine igati vajalik. 
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