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INTRODUCTION
Members of Search and Local History Club
‘Kamerad’ found a hoard of jewellery and
coins on the 23rd of April 2016 from the vil-
lage of Pugritsa in the Karula parish of his-
torical Vorumaa. The finders informed the
National Heritage Board, who entrusted re-
cording and excavating of the hoard to me.
Some of the artefacts were retrieved al-
ready on the first day (Tvauri 2016a), the
rest were dug out using an excavator (see
below; Tvauri 2016b). Members of the club
‘Kamerad’ found two additional hoards from
the fields of Pugritsa village at the time when

Pugritsa

Fig. 1. Location of hoards in the territory of Pugritsa

the first hoard was being excavated. The
hoards were named Pugritsa I, II, and III. The
second and third hoard from Pugritsa village

village.
Jn 1. Aardeleidude asukoht Pugritsa kiila alal.
Orthophoto / Ortofoto: Estonian Land Board / Maa-amet

were also excavated.

At each find spot, the upper layers of soil were investigated using metal detectors and
artefacts were collected. Then the ground was peeled layer by layer removing approximately
10 cm deep layers of soil at the width of the excavator bucket at a time. All the soil was again
examined using metal detectors. The location of most finds was measured with handheld
GPS Garmin Oregon 600. Conservator Andres Vindi cleaned and conserved the coins in the
Laboratory of Archaeology of the University of Tartu.

PUGRITSA | HOARD

The find spot was located at a meliorated hayfield on the southern slope of a small hill (Fig. 1).
There is a small body of water, probably a spring, a bit northwest from the investigated site.
Approximately 50-100 m to the north and northeast from the area of the hoard, on the upper
part of the hill fragments of burnt stones and darker soil indicated an occupation layer. The
soil was brown and there were no fragments of burnt stones at the spot of the hoard find.
The soil was removed layer by layer with an excavator to retrieve the entire hoard in the area
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Fig. 2. Retrieving Pugritsa I hoard.
Jn 2. Pugritsa I aardeleiu kokku kogumine.
Photo / Foto: Martti Veldi
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Fig. 3. Fragment of a coin pendant ornament from
Pugritsa I hoard.

Jn 3. Miintidest ehte katke Pugritsa I aardest.

(TU 2604: 15, 16.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri

Fig. 4. Bracteate pendant from Pugritsa I hoard.
Jn 4. Rinnaleht Pugritsa I aardest.

(TU 2604: 39.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri
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Fig. 5. Penannular brooch from Pugritsa I hoard.
Jn 5. Hoburaudsolg Pugritsa I aardest.

(TU 2604: 30.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri
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of approximately 7 x 8 metres (Fig. 2). The
initial find spot of the first items lay in the
centre of that research area. Ploughing had
dispersed the entire hoard even though three
bracteate pendants were situated next to
each other in the ground. The original hiding
place of the hoard was not identified and no
implication of any container for the artefacts
was detected.

Altogether 56 artefacts or fragments of
artefacts were gathered (TU 2604). Some
belonged to the hoard and some were stray
finds. The latter were probably linked with
the occupation layer nearby. As the ground
was covered with hay, it was impossible to
determine the precise character and bound-
aries of the occupation layer.

Pugritsa I hoard consisted mostly of coins
that had riveted clasps made of sheet iron,
all probably belonging to the same piece of
jewellery. 32 of such coins or fragments of
coins were obtained. Most of the coin pen-
dants were discovered aloof in the ground,
only two of them were clasped to each other
(Fig. 3). Coin pendants with clasps attached
by riveting spread until the 13th century
and then again in the 16th century (Kiudsoo
2008, 113).

Additionally, the hoard contained 9 brac-
teate pendants made of sheet metal with a
low silver content (Fig. 4). Bracteate pendants
are numerous in the hoards from the 16th
and 17th centuries in Estonia and northern
Latvia. Bracteate pendants from Pugritsa I
hoard represent the most common and wide-
spread types. Two silver penannular brooch-
es (Fig. 5) and a pin of one penannular brooch
also form a part of the Pugritsa I hoard. Traces
of iron oxide on the bracteate pendants and
penannular brooches confirm that the coin
pendants with iron clasps, brooches, and
bracteate pendants were initially together
in the ground. Iron oxide had even attached
one coin pendant to a brooch pin (Fig. 5).
Both penannular brooches have round flat
terminals and a twisted hoop. The similarity
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of those two brooches gives ground for the
assumption that they were made by the same
artisan. The brooch type is widespread in
Estonian and Latvian hoards from the 15th to
17th centuries. A brassy rhomb-shaped pen-
dant with a cross (Fig. 6) is presumably also
from the hoard. A similar pendant has been
found together with coin pendants before,
in the Austre hoard (Kiudsoo 2008, fig. 7).
Such artefacts have been discovered in the Fig. 6. Erassyhrhotz;b-shaped pendant with a cross from
ﬁnd con‘texts of theﬁ 15th and 16th centuries Jn 6I.)uMgeTslirL:instor[zI);iyikujuline ripatsrist Pugritsa I aardest.
in Estonia and Latvia. (TU 2604: 47,)

Tpg* of the jewellery made of coins is the  Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri
year 1494 based on three undated shillings
minted under the reign of Wolter von Plettenberg, Master of the Livonian Order (1494-1535).
The jewellery could have been made later and it may have been in use for quite a long time.
Bracteate pendants and penannular brooches belonging to the hoard are difficult to date as
they represent the types that were in use in medieval period as well as in the 16th and 17th
centuries.

It is difficult to establish when the hoard was left in the ground. A silver kopek from the
Tsardom of Muscovy minted under the reign of Ivan IV (1547-1584) and a three-groschen silver
coin struck in Riga in the name of King of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania Sigismund III
in 1599 discovered in the excavation plot blur the picture. It is impossible to determine wheth-
er the coins were initially hidden along with the jewellery. Pugritsa I hoard was probably left
in the ground either during the Livonian War (1558-1583), or due to the famine of 1601-1603,
or in the course of the Polish-Swedish war (1600-1611).

A Dreipolker (1/24 Thaler) from the Duchy of Courland and Semigallia with the date 1689
was also discovered in the excavation area. This most likely represents a stray find that has
no connection with the Pugritsa I hoard. A Late Iron Age bell-shaped brass pendant and
an edge fragment of a bronze or copper vessel should also be considered stray finds. Three
sherds of earthenware vessels indicate a nearby dwelling site.

PUGRITSA Il HOARD
The find spot was a fallow field at the time of the discovery (Fig. 1). 150 coins, two unrecogniz-
able coin fragments, a few metal artefacts, and two small pottery sherds probably not linked
to the hoard were obtained (TU 2605). Ploughing had disturbed the hoard and it covered
an area of approximately 20 metres in northwest to southeast direction and 10 metres in
northeast to southwest direction. No particular concentration area of the finds was identi-
fied. Light brown field soil with no indication of dwellings and occupation covered the find
spot. It is still plausible that the coins associate with a nearby dwelling site. The remains of
Mae-Pugritsa farmstead lie approximately 100 metres from the find spot. A topographic map
with the scale of 1: 10 000 from the Soviet times reveals that there used to be springs in the
immediate vicinity of the find spot.

The hoard consists mainly of small currencies with little silver content: there are 148 shil-
lings and one dreiling. Only one of the coins is of a bit larger denomination, a silver Swedish

1 Terminus post quem — the datum before which it could not have been made.
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2 mark (16-6re) (Fig. 7). Its minting year 1562 makes it the youngest coin in the hoard. The
oldest coin in the hoard is a shilling struck in Tallinn in the name of Wolter von Plettenberg,
Master of the Livonian Order probably between the years 1494-1500 (Haljak 2010, no. 106).
The majority of the coins have been minted in either Riga or Tallinn in the name of Masters of
the Livonian Order. In addition, there are also coins of Archbhishopric of Riga and Bishopric of
Tartu. Three shillings have been minted in Tallinn in the name of Swedish king Erik XIV, one
of them from the year 1561, two without datum. The coin coming from the furthest is a dreil-
ing struck in Germany, the Duchy of Mecklenburg-Giistrow under the reign of Albrecht VII
(1528-1543).

The youngest coin of the hoard dating from the year 1562 indicates that Pugritsa II hoard
was probably left in the ground due to the Livonian War (1558-1583).

PUGRITSA 11l HOARD

The third hoard in Pugritsa village (Tvauri
2016¢) was also discovered at a fallow field
(Fig. 1) with no indications of a dwelling
site. The hoard had dispersed by ploughing
to the area of approximately 60 x 30 metres.
During the first day of investigation a frag-
Fig. 7. Swedish 2 mark (16-Gre) from the year 1562, ~ment of a container — bottom of a clay vessel

Pugritsallhoard. along with coins was discovered and lifted
Jn7. Roo.tsz 2-margane (16-66rine) hébemiint aastast 1562 as a block for further investigation in the
Pugritsa Il aardest. . i
(TU 2605: 146.) Laboratory of Archaeology of the University
Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri of Tartu. However, investigating the block re-

vealed that the hoard pot had been removed
from its original position by ploughing — the
pot was turned upside down and shattered.
We managed to collect 5007 coins from
the Pugritsa III hoard (TU 2606), the young-
est among them (Fig. 8) minted in the year
1597. This was a period of famine and plague
in the years 1601-1603, lootings in the first
Fig. 8. Shilling minted in Riga in 1597, the youngest coinin  period of the Polish-Swedish war in the years

Pugritsa III hoard. 1600-1611 may have killed the owner of the
Jn 8. Riias 1597. aastal vermitud killing, Pugritsa III aarde hoard. Approximately 40 hoards are known
noorim miint. . ) ) .
(T 2606: 3756.) from that period in Estonia (see Kiudsoo
Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri 2000, nos 1-32; Kiudsoo 2016; Tvauri 2016d).

An area approximately 10 km north from
Pugritsa village, on the territory of the historical Sangaste parish, stands out for particularly
numerous hoard finds. From there the following hoards have reached archaeology collec-
tions: Sangaste II (515 coins, tpg 1600), Sangaste IV (more than 53 coins, tpq 1598), Sangaste
Puka (622 coins, tpg 1600) (Kiudsoo 2000, nos 22, 4, and 20), Unikiila II (202 coins, tpg 1600)
(Tvauri 2014a), Oruste Obiku (191 coins, tpg 1600) (Tvauri 2014b), and Kivikiila (361 coins,
tpq 1600) (Tvauri 2014c). It is possible that the head decoration of coin pendants from Koiva
village in Karula parish with the youngest coin from the year 1591 has also been left in the
ground due to the unfortunate events influencing the peasant population in the beginning
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of the 17th century (Tvauri 2014d). At least 20
hoards with the tpg between the years 1598—
1602 have caught the attention of archaeol-
ogists and historians in Latvia (Ducmane &
Ozolina 2009, 132-139).

The amount of coins in Pugritsa III hoard
is noteworthy. In terms of the number of
coins, the largest hoard to reach public col-
lections in Estonia is Vaidavere II coin hoard
with 11 104 coins (tpq 1654); the second larg-
est is Olustvere II hoard (6873 coins) left in
the ground in the 14th century. Rauksi hoard

Fig. 9. Shilling of the Free City of Riga from the year 1574,
Pugritsa IIT hoard.

Jn 9. Riia Vabalinna killing 1574. aastast Pugritsa III
aardest.

(TU 2606: 1021.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri

(tpg 1618) containing 5182 coins (Kiudsoo
2012, 1) comes third. Pugritsa III hoard with

its 5007 coins is fourth, and the fifth largest is ZZZ
Suure-Rakke coin hoard with 4872 coins (tpq
1600) (Kiudsoo 2012, 1).2 ZZZ
Pugritsa III hoard consists mainly of .,
low-silver content coins of small denomi-
nations. The most numerous (3240) are the I I |
shillings of the Free City of Riga (Fig. 9) rep- P — 1 I - =

1563 1564 1565 1566 1568 1569 1570 1571 1572 1574 1575 1576 1577 1578 1579

resenting all the minting years of that type of
coins (1563-1572 and 1574-1579). The propor-
tion of coins minted in one year is relatively
small up until the year 1574, but increases
considerably from the year 1575 and onward
(Fig. 10). Regarding the minting technology,
it is obvious that the shillings were struck by hammer blow up until the year 1574 and from
the year 1575, the Walzwerk coining machine was used. This meant significant development
in minting technology where the use of machines enabled to produce larger amounts of coins
faster. Numerous Latvian coin hoards from given period also reflect the introduction of the
coining machine in the mint of Riga and the following increase of coin production (Ducmane
& Ozolina 2009, 44). The large amount of shillings of the Free City of Riga from the Pugritsa III
hoard provides good research opportunities to investigate the use and variation of coin dies.

Half-groschen minted in Vilnius under the reigns of Polish kings and Lithuanian grand
dukes Alexander Yagiellonczyk (1492-1506), Sigismund I the Old (1506-1544), and Sigismund
I August (1545-1572) are represented with 400 individual coins. This number is surprisingly
low because usually the proportion of those coins in the southern Estonian hoards from the
beginning of the 17th century is much higher (see Kiudsoo 2010, 324).

The third numerous type of coins in the hoard are the shillings of the Duchy of Courland,
the vassal state of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth from the years 15751577 represent-
ed by 374 individual coins.

Fig. 10. Minting dates of shillings of the Free City of Riga
in Pugritsa IIT hoard.

Jn 10. Riia Vabalinna killingite hulk vermimisaastate kau-
pa Pugritsa III aardes.

Drawing / Joonis: Andres Tvauri

2 A hoard with even a larger amount of coins has been found in Estonia. In the end of the 19th century, a hoard with the weight of 40 kg was
discovered in south-eastern Estonia while building a dam for the watermill in Répina. The hoard was associated with the hostile activities of the
Great Northern War and it contained Russian silver wire kopeks. The find has not been preserved but considering the average weight of the coins
at that time, it must have contained 150-200 000 silver coins (Kiudsoo 2007, 3).
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A great quantity of shillings of the Duchy of Livonia minted in the current territory of
Latvia in the castle of Dole (Dahlen) in the year 1572 to pay salary for the Polish garrison
in Parnu (Leimus 1988) represent Polish-Lithuanian money. 274 coins of that type in the
Pugritsa III hoard is a substantial amount against the background of the overall distribution
of such coins. For example, in 29 Latvian hoards mainly from the territory of central Latvia
in the historical Vidzeme county altogether slightly over 450 shillings of the Duchy of Livonia
have been discovered (Ducmane & Ozolina 2009, 48).

The hoard contains 47 shillings minted in Riga in the name of Polish-Lithuanian rulers
Stephen Bathory (1576-1586) and Sigismund III (1587-1632), among them the youngest coin
of the hoard bearing the date (15)97 (Fig. 8).

Exceptional among the coins of the Pugritsa III hoard is a shilling struck in Poland, Elblag
(Germ. Elbing) in the name of Sigismund I in the year 1539.

119 items represent coins minted in the name of Swedish kings. The most valuable among
them are 12 16-6re klippe (Fig. 11) struck in Sweden under the reign of Erik XIV and a silver
4-0re klippe from the years 1563-1577. Most numerous are shillings minted in Tallinn under
the reigns of Erik XIV and Johann III (altogether 34), and V2-6re coins minted in Stockholm
under the reign of Johann III (65 coins). Two double shillings minted in Tallinn in 1569 are
rather infrequent coins. 4 pennies represent earlier Swedish coins from Gustav Vasa’s reign.
In addition, the hoard contains 11 hvid’s minted in the beginning of the 16th century in Vishy,
the island of Gotland belonging to the Kingdom of Denmark at the time.

Out of 314 silver wire coins struck in the
mints of the Tsardom of Muscovy in Moscow,
Novgorod, Pskov, and Tver discovered in
Pugritsa III hoard 216 are kopeks and 98 are
dengas (1/2-kopek). The majority has been
minted during the reign of Ivan IV (1535-
1584); eight kopeks have been minted during
the reign of his son, tsar Fyodor I Ivanovich

Fig. 11. 16-dre klippe struck in Sweden in 1563 from
Pugritsa III hoard

Jn 11. Rootsi 16-60rine hobemiint aastast 1563 Pugritsa
IIT aardest.

(TU 2606: 4545.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri

Fig. 12. Silver wire-kopek, minted during the reign of tsar
Fyodor I Ivanovich (1584-1598) in Pugritsa III hoard.

Jn 12. Moskva Tsaari Fjodor I Ivanovitsi valitsemisajal
vermitud (1584-1598) hobedast traatkopikas Pugritsa
I aardest.

(TU 2606: 4998.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri

(1584-1598) (Fig. 12). One of the wire coins
is rolled cylindrical. Such coins were proba-
bly worn as jewellery. Estonian hoards have
formerly revealed rolled wire coins — 11 from
Rauksi hoard (tpg 1600), 10 from Vihavu II
hoard (tpg 1626), seven from Jddrja hoard
(tpg 1600/1601), four from Torise hoard (tpq
1621?), two from Lopi hoard (tpg 1609), and
one from Kurna I hoard (tpg 1710) (Kiudsoo
2001, 42; 2016).

Silvered copper coins from the Netherlands
are rather uncommon in Estonian hoards.
There are 9 1/6-stuivers (Fig. 13) minted in
Groningen, the Dutch Republic in the years
1577, 1587, and 1588 in Pugritsa III hoard and
2 Ya-stuivers minted in 1556 in the Spanish
Netherlands by the towns of Deventer,
Kampen, and Zwolle. Unlike more valuable
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silver thalers from the Netherlands, small
change is rare both in Estonian and Latvian
hoards. In Estonia, for example, some are
discovered in Pédrangu hoard (tpg 1599)
(Kiudsoo 2000, no. 6), Suure-Rakke hoard
(tpg 1600) (Kiudsoo 2000, no. 18), Rauksi
(tpg 1618) (Kiudsoo 2016) and Torise hoard
(tpg 1621?) (Kiudsoo 2001). A few are known
in the Pale hoard (altogether 2019 coins, tpg
1600) from northern Latvia, Limbazi district
(Ducmane 1996, 84). The small change of 1/6
and V>-stuivers from the Netherlands have
been discovered in the hoards associated
mostly with the famine and plague of the
years 1601-1603.

In addition, Pugritsa III hoard contained
a few shillings of the Livonian Order struck
in Tallinn and Riga and some shillings from
the Archbhishopric of Riga and bishopric of
Osel-Wiek. There was only one coin from
the Bishopric of Tartu: a ferding minted in
1557. A silver V2-shilling minted in Germany,
the town of Nuremberg during the reign of
Friedrich III (1452-1493) is the oldest coin in
the hoard.

Five silver coins from the Spanish
Kingdom minted during the reign of King

0 5mm

—

Fig. 13. 1/6-stuiver minted in Groningen, the Dutch Re-
public in the year 1587 from Pugritsa III hoard.

Jn 13. Hollandi Vabariigis Groningenis vermitud 1/6-
stuiverit 1587. aastast Pugritsa Il aardest.

(TU 2606: 4675.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri

Fig. 14. 8-real silver coin from the Spanish Kingdom mint-
ed during the reign of King Philip II (1551-1598) in
Potosi mint in the territory of current Bolivia.

Jn 14. Hispaania Kuningriigi 8-reaaline hobemiint, mis on
vermitud kuningas Felipe Il valitsemisajal (1551-1598)
Potosi miintlas tdnapdeva Boliivias.

(TU 2606: 5003.)

Photo / Foto: Andres Tvauri

Philip II (1551-1598) have travelled the long-

est distance before reaching Pugritsa III hoard. One 8-real coin is minted in Toledo, Spain,
two 8-real and one 4-real in Potosi mint in the territory of current Bolivia (Fig. 14) and one
4-real coin in Ciudad de México.

15 Estonian hoards were formerly known to contain Spanish 8- and 4-real coins (see
Kiudsoo 2000), 13 of them discovered in southern Estonia in the territory of historical Duchy
of Livonia. Only one of the hoards containing Spanish coins has been discovered in northern
Estonia (Roostoja, lisaku parish, tpg 1646). All except the lisaku hoard, Rauksi hoard from
Ladnemaa County (tpg 1618) and Arumetsa hoard from Parnu County (tpq 1623) have most
plausibly been left in the ground in the years 1601-1603 (tpq of the coins between the years
1595-1601). In Latvia, altogether 217 coins from the Spanish colonies have been discovered
in 17 hoards. Commonly, they are found in small numbers deposited together with coins of
local origin and Polish-Lithuanian coins. The distribution area of Spanish coins in Latvia lies
also within the limits of historical Duchy of Livonia (Ducmane & Ozolina 2009, 46; Ducmane
2013). Thus, the Spanish silver coins probably seem to represent a supply reaching Livonia
through Riga during the closing decades of the 16th century. Only a small proportion must
have ended up in the hands of peasant population. Latvian researchers Kristina Ducmane
and Anda Ozolina believe that Spanish silver was acquired by selling local grain to Spanish
provinces in Europe and to the New World (Ducmane & Ozolina 2009, 46).
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A distinctive feature of Pugritsa III hoard compared to hoards I and II from the same vil-
lage is the diversity of coins. In Estonia, namely the hoards left in the ground in the first dec-
ades of the 17th century seem to have the most varied composition. In addition to local late
medieval money and coins struck in local mints in the name of Swedish or Polish-Lithuanian
rulers coins minted in Sweden, Lithuania, Muscovy, Denmark, Duchies of Germany, the
Netherlands, Spain and its oversees colonies are represented. Hoards combine coins from
different monetary systems — Swedish, Polish-Lithuanian, and Russian.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Three hoards discovered in Pugritsa village differed considerably in terms of their composi-
tion. Pugritsa I hoard consists of jewellery, 32 coin pendants were unearthed among other
artefacts. Pugritsa II hoard contains 150 coins, mainly shillings from the first half of the 16th
century. Pugritsa III hoard contains 5007 coins, for the most part shillings of the Free City of
Riga accompanied by numerous different coin types.

Coin hoards are quite numerous in Estonia. The largest amount of hoards has been left in
the ground during Early Modern Period when wars, famines, and plague epidemics were fre-
quent. Those killed entire peasant families and their hidden treasures were forgotten. Periods
characterised by large numbers of silver hoards are Livonian War (1558-1583) and Polish-
Swedish wars (1600-1611, 1617-1618, 1620-1625) (Kiudsoo 2000, 3), numerous hoards asso-
ciate particularly with the famine and plague epidemic of the years 1601-1603. Estimations
show that the famine and plague then killed one third of Estonian peasant population within
a few years (Seppel 2014a; 2014b). Russo-Swedish war (1656-1661), Great Famine of Estonia
(1695-1697), and the Great Northern War (1700-1710 on Estonian territory) are also marked
with numerous hoards. In most part, the hoards associated with the Great Northern War were
left in the ground in the years 1710-1711 when a devastating plague epidemic hit Estonia (see
K&pp 1929).

Dating of Pugritsa I hoard is complicated. In addition to the piece of jewellery made of
coins struck in the opening decades of the 16th century a silver wire kopek from the reign of
Ivan IV (1535-1582) and a silver coin minted in Riga in 1599 were discovered from the excava-
tion plot where the earth was disturbed by ploughing. The possibility that Pugritsa I hoard
was left in the ground only during the Livonian War or even in the beginning of the 17th cen-
tury cannot be ruled out entirely. The same can be said about Pugritsa Il hoard, but consider-
ing the time when the youngest coin of the hoard was minted (1562) Livonian War seems to be
the most plausible explanation. Judging by the youngest coins of Pugritsa III hoard (minted
in 1597) this assemblage was left in the ground because of the famine of 1601-1603 or turmoil
of the Polish-Swedish wars.

Finding three medieval or early modern hoards in the territory of the same village or in
close vicinity to each other is not unique in Estonian archaeology; there are at least three
former examples. Three coin hoards probably associated with the Russo-Swedish war were
discovered in Vaidavere village, northern part of historical Tartumaa province (Tvauri 2016e).
Two hoards (tpg 1600 and 1672) have been discovered in Luunja, northern part of Tartumaa
province from the courtyard of Luunja manor (Kiudsoo 2000, nos 26 and 127) and a third one
(tpq 1635) from the ‘surroundings of Luunja’ (Kiudsoo 2000, no. 72). In the northern part of
historical Viljandimaa province, the village of Kabala three hoards with tpg-s 1559, 1600, and
1636 have been unearthed (Kiudsoo 2000, nos 21 and 73).
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2016. a leidsid otsinguklubi “Kamerad” liikmed Valga
maakonnast Pugritsa kiilast miintidest ja ehetest
koosneva leiu (Pugritsa I aare). Leidjad informeerisid
sellest Muinsuskaitseameti esindajat, kes delegee-
ris leiu dokumenteerimise ja iiles votmise kdesoleva
artikli autorile. Osa leidu kuulunud esemetest korjati
iiles juba leiupédeval, iilejddnu kaevati vdlja ekskavaa-
tori abiga. Pugritsa I leiu ekskavaatoriga vélja kaeva-
mise ajal leidsid otsinguklubi liikmed nimetatud kiila
poldudelt veel kaks miindiaaret, mis sama ja jargne-
vate paevade jooksul iiles voeti. Igal leiukohal otsiti
esmalt pealmisest kihist detektorite abil, kuni metalli
signaali enam ei saadud. Seejarel kooriti ekskavaatori-
kopa laiuselt u 10 cm paksuste kihtidena pinnas éara,
kusjuures iga paljastunud pind ja valja tostetud pin-
nas otsiti metallidetektorite abil labi.

Pugritsa I aarde leiukoht on maaparandatud
heinamaal, madala kiinka 16unandlval (jn 1-2). Leiu-
kohast veidi loode pool on veesilm, ilmselt allika-
koht. Leiukohast u 50-100 m pdhja ja kirde pool
kiinka korgemas osas oli mdrgata asulakohale viita-
vat kivipurdu ja tumedamat mulda, aarde asukohas
oli maapind aga pruun ja kivipurdu ei olnud. Kuigi
kolm rinnalehte paiknes maapinnas korvuti, oli aare
siiski laiali kiintud. Leiu algset asukohta tuvastada ei
onnestunud. Samuti ei saadud vihjeid sellest, kas ja
kuidas esemed olid pakitud.

Kokku voeti iiles 56 numbrit leide. Nende hulgas
on nii aardesse kuuluvad esemed kui ka juhuslikud
leiud. Pugritsa I aardesse kuuluvad miindid, millel on
raudplekist kand ja mis pdrinevad tdendoliselt iihest
ja samast ehtest. Selliseid miinte vo6i miindikatkeid
koguti 32. Miindid leiti enamasti iiksikult, vaid kaks
miinti olid omavahel kanna abil koos (jn 3).

Aardesse kuuluvad ka 9 madalaproovilisest
hobeplekist rinnalehte (jn 4) ja rinnalehe kand.
Rinnalehti esineb arvukalt Eesti ja Pohja-Lati 16.-17.
sajandi aaretes. Pugritsa I leiu rinnalehed kuuluvad
koige tavalisematesse rinnalehetiilipidesse. Veel on
Pugritsa I leius kaks hobedast hoburaudsélge (jn 5)
ja tihe hoburaudsole ndel. Et rauast kandadega miint-
ripatsid, rinnalehed ja hoburaudsoled olid algselt
maapinnas koos, nditavad miindikandadest parit
rauarooste jiljed rinnalehtedel ja sélgedel. Uhe séle
noela kiilge oli roostetanud kannaga hobemiint (jn 5).
Molemad hoburaudsoled on lamedate {imarate ots-
tega ja tordeeritud kaarega. Soled on omavahel seda-
vord sarnased, et neid voib pidada iihe ja sama meistri
toodeteks. Tegemist on Eestis ja Latis 15.-17. sajandi
aaretes sagedasti esineva sblevormiga. Toendoliselt
kuulub leidu ka messingist rombikujuline ripats-

rist (jn 6). Selliseid leidub Léti ja Eesti 15.-16. sajandi
leiukontekstides.

Miintidest koosneva ehte tpg, ehk daatum, enne
mida seda valmistada ei voidud, on 1494. aasta,
mis jareldub kolmest Liivimaa Ordu meister Wolter
von Plettenbergi valitsemisajal (1494-1535) 166dud
dateerimata killingist. Ehe v6idi valmistada hiljemgi
voi olla kasutuses pikemat aega. Leidu kuuluvaid
rinnalehti ja solgi ei ole kuigi tdpselt voimalik datee-
rida, sest kasutusel olid sellised nii keskajal kui ka
16.-17. sajandil.

Kaevandi alalt tuli vdlja Moskva Tsaaririigi hobe-
kopikas Ivan IV ajast (1547-1584). Kas see oli peidetud
koos ehetega, pole voimalik elda. Koige toendolise-
malt jai Pugritsa I aare maasse Vene-Liivi soja aasta-
tel (1558-1583). Juhul kui aardest périneb kaevandist
saadud Poola-Leedu valitseja Zygmunt III nimel Riias
1599. aastal vermitud kolmekrossiline h6bemiint, vois
aare jadda maha isegi 1601.-1603. aasta ndljahdda voi
17. sajandi alguses toimunud Poola-Rootsi s6ja kdigus.

Lisaks saadi kaevandist Kuramaa Hertsogiriigi
dreipolker aastaarvuga 1689. Toenaoliselt on tegemist
juhuleiuga, mis pole aardega seotud. Veel voib juhu-
leidudeks pidada messingist kellukesekujulist ripatsit,
mis pdrineb hilisrauaajast ning pronksist voi vasest
anuma serva katket. Ldhedal asuvale asulakohale
viitavad kolm lihtkedrakeraamilise savinou kildu.

Pugritsa II aarde leiukoht oli avastamise ajal
s66tis pold (jn 1), kust koguti 150 miinti, kaks médara-
matut miindikatket, moned metallesemed ja kaks véi-
kest savinoukildu, mis tdendoliselt pole seotud miin-
dileiuga. Leid oli kiintud laiali loode—kagu-suunas
umbes 20 m pikkusele ja kirde—edela-suunas 10 m
laiusele alale. Mingit selgemat kontsentratsiooni-
ala ei suudetud kindlaks teha. Pinnas leiukohas oli
helepruun pollumuld, millest midagi asulakohale vii-
tavat ei leitud. Siiski voib arvata, et miindid on algselt
olnud taluhoonete laheduses. Nimelt on leiukohast
u 100 m pohja pool Mde-Pugritsa talu ase. Leiukoht
paikneb ka kunagiste allikate vahetus ldheduses.

Leid koosneb valdavalt madala hdbedasisal-
dusega peenrahast: 148 miinti on killingid, iiks on
dreiling. Vaid iiks aarde raha on Rootsi 2-margane
(16-66rine) hobemiint aastast 1562 (jn 7), mis tiht-
lasi on leiu noorim raha. Vanim miint on Tallinnas
ordumeister Wolter von Plettenbergi nimel ajavahe-
mikus u 1494-1500 166dud killing. Valdav enamus
miintidest on vermitud Riias ja Tallinnas Liivi Ordu
meistrite nimel. Lisaks leidub Riia Peapiiskopkonna
ja Tartu Piiskopkonna miinte. Tallinnas Rootsi kunin-
gas Erik XIV nimel 166dud killingeid on kolm. Aarde
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kaugeima péritoluga raha on Saksamaal Mecklenburg-
Giistrowi viirstiriigis Albrecht VII (1528-1543) nimel
166dud dreiling. Kuna Pugritsa II aarde noorim miint
kannab aastaarvu 1562, voib aarde maasse jadmist
seostada toendoliselt mone Vene-Liivi s6ja (1558-1583)
siindmusega.

Ka Pugritsa III aare saadi s66tis pollult (jn 1), kust
midagi asulakohale iseloomulikku ei leitud. Aare oli
laiali kiintud umbes 60 x 30 m suurusele alale. Juba
uuringu esimesel pdeval leiti miintide mahutiks
olnud savipoti pohi koos miintidega, mis monoliidina
iiles voeti ja Tartu Ulikooli arheoloogialaboris avati.
Selgus, et aardepott oli segi kiintud.

Pugritsa III aardest dnnestus kokku koguda 5007
miinti, millest hiliseim (jn 8) on vermitud 1597. aastal.
Seet6ttu voib oletada, et aarde omanik hukkus 1601.—
1603. aasta ndljahdda ja katku voi aastatel 16001611
esimese Poola-Rootsi s6ja aegse riilistamise kadigus.
Sellest perioodist on Eestis teada umbes 40 aaret.
Eriti rohkesti on neid paevavalgele tulnud Pugritsa
kiilast kiimmekond kilomeetrit pohja poolt ajaloolise
Sangaste kihelkonna alalt. Latis on aardeid, mille
tpq jaab ajavahemikku 1598-1602 teaduse vaatevélja
joudnud vahemalt 20.

Pugritsa III aare miintide arvukus on markimis-
vadrne. Miintide hulga poolest on suurimaks Eestist
saadud avalikesse kogudesse joudnud leiuks 11104
Rootsi vaskmiinti sisaldav Vaidavere Il aare (tpg 1654).
Teine on Olustvere Il aare (6873 miinti), mis oli maasse
jadnud 14. sajandil. Kolmandal kohal on Rauksi aare
(tpq 1618), mis koosneb 5182 vermingust. Pugritsa III
aare oma 5007 miindiga jaab hetkel selles arvestuses
neljandale kohale. Viiendal kohal on Suure-Rakke
leid 4872 miindiga (tpg 1600).

Valdavalt koosneb Pugritsa III aare vaga madala
hobedasisaldusega peenrahast. Koige rohkem -
3240 - on aardes Riia Vabalinna killingeid (jn 9), mida
leidub koikidest nende miintide vermimise aastatest
(1563-1572 ja 1574-1579). Uhel aastal vermitud killin-
gite suhteline hulk on vdhene kuni 1572. aastani, kuid
1575. aastast suureneb miintide hulk kordades (jn 10).
Kuni 1574. aastani on Riia killingid vermitud haam-
riga, alates 1575. aastast aga valtsmasinaga. Masinad
voimaldasid miinte toota maérgatavalt kiiremini ja
suuremal hulgal korraga.

Vilniuses Poola kuningate ja Leedu suurviirstide
Aleksander I (1492-1506), Zygmunt [ (1506-1544) ja
Zygmunt II Augusti (1545-1572) valitsemisajal vermi-
tud poolekrossiseid on aardes 400. Sedagi on iilla-
tavalt vdhe, sest tavaliselt on Louna-Eesti 17. sajandi
alguse aaretes nende miintide osakaal palju suurem.

Arvukuselt jargnevad Pugritsa III aardes Poola—
Leedu vasallriigi Kuramaa Hertsogiriigi killingid aas-
tatest 1575-1577, mida on 374. Poola-Leedu miinti-

dest on enim tdnapdeva Latis Dole (Dahlen) lossis
1572. aastal peamiselt Parnu poola garnisonile palga
maksmiseks vermitud Liivimaa Hertsogiriigi Kkillin-
geid, mida on aardes 274. See on madrkimisvadrselt
suur hulk arvestades, et nditeks Latis on neid miinte
29 aardes, mis saadud peamiselt Kesk-Latist Vidzeme
ajaloolisest maakonnast, kokku veidi iile 450.

Poola-Leedu valitsejate Stefan Batory (1576-1586)
ja Zygmunt III (1587-1632) nimel Riias 166dud killin-
geid on aardes 47, nende hulgas leidub ka aarde
noorim raha aastast 1597 (jn 8). Erandlikuks miin-
diks Pugritsa III aardes on Sigismund I nimel Poolas
Elblagis (Elbingis) 1539. aastal 166dud killing.

Rootsi kuningate nimel vermitud miinte leidub
aardes 119. Neist vdartuslikeimateks on Erik XIV
nimel Stockholmis 166dud 12 16-66rist (jn 11) ja iiks
4-60rine hobedast klipe aastatest 1563-1577. Rootsi
kuningate nimel 166dud miintidest on koige arvu-
kamalt esindatud Erik XIV ja Johann III valitsemis-
ajal Tallinnas valmistatud killingid (kokku 34) ja
Johann III ajal Stockholmis vermitud Y2-66rised miin-
did, mida on aardes 65. Haruldasemateks miintideks
on kaks Tallinnas 1569. aastal vermitud topeltkillingit.
Varasematest Rootsi miintidest leidub aardes kolm
Gustav Vasa ajal vermitud 4-pennist. Lisaks on aardes
11 tollal Taani Kuningriiki kuulunud Gotlandil Visbys
16. sajandi alguses vermitud hvidi.

Moskva Tsaaririigi miintlates Moskvas, Novgo-
rodis, Pihkvas ja Tveris vermitud hobedasi traatmiinte
on aardes 314, neist 216 on kopikad ja 98 dengad.
Valdav enamus neist on 166dud tsaar Ivan IV valitse-
misajal aastatel (1535-1584), kaheksa kopikat on ver-
mitud tema poja tsaar Fjodor Ivanovitsi (1584-1598)
nimel (jn 12). Uks traatkopikatest on keeratud rulli,
ilmselt ehtena kandmiseks.

Eesti aaretes ebatavalisteks miintideks on Madal-
maade hobetatud vaskmiindid. Pugritsa III aardes
on iiheksa Hollandi Vabariigis Groningenis vermitud
1/6-stuiverit (jn 13) aastatest 1567, 1587 ja 1588 ning
kaks Madalmaadel Habsburgide valdustes Deventeri,
Kampeni ja Zwolle linnadeliidus vermitud V/-stuiverit
aastast 1556. Madalmaade vdhevaartuslik peenraha
on erinevalt seal 166dud hobetaalritest Eesti ja Pohja-
Lati aaretes haruldased. Nimetatud peenraha leidub
peamiselt 1601.-1603. aasta nédlja ja katku aegsetes
aaretes.

Lisaks on aardes iiksikuid Liivimaa Ordu Tallinnas
ja Riias vermitud killingeid ning Riia Peapiiskopkonna
ja Saare-Ladne piiskopkonna killingeid. Tartu
Piiskopkonna miintidest leidus vaid iiks: 1557. aas-
tal 166dud veering. Pugritsa III aardes on ka tiks
Niirnbergis keiser Friedrich III valitsemisajal (1452-
1493) 166dud poolekillingiline hobemiint. Tegemist on
iihtlasi aarde vanima rahaga.
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Pugritsa III aarde koige kaugemalt parit olevateks
miintideks on viis Hispaania Kuningriigi hobemdiinti,
mis on vermitud kuningas Felipe II (valitses 1551-
1598) nimel. Miintidest {iks 8-reaaline raha on 166dud
Hispaanias Toledos, kaks 8-reaalist ja iiks 4-reaaline
tdnapéeva Boliivia alal Potosis (jn 14) ja {iks 4-reaaline
Ciudad de Méxicos.

Varem on Eestist teada Hispaania 8- ja 4-reaali-
seid miinte 15 aardest, neist 13 on Louna-Eestist aja-
loolise Liivimaa alalt. Kdik need Louna-Eesti aarded
on maasse jaanud suurima toendosusega 1601.-1603.
aastal (aarete tpq jadb ajavahemikku 1595-1601). Latis
on Hispaania asumaade miinte leitud 17 aardes kokku
217. Tavaliselt on need aaretes vahesel hulgal koos
arvukate kohalike ja Poola-Leedu miintidega.

Vorreldes Pugritsa III aaret I ja II aardega torkab
silma selle mitmekesine koostis. Just 17. sajandi esimes-
tel aastakiimnetel maasse jaanud aarded ndivadki oma
koostiselt olevat koige mitmekesisemad - esindatud
on lisaks kohalikele hiliskeskaegsetele ning kohalikes
miintlates Rootsi voi Poola-Leedu valitsejate nimel
vermitud miintidele ka Rootsis, Leedus, Moskoovias,
Taanis, Saksa viirstiriikides, Madalmaades, Hispaanias
ja selle meretagustes asumaades vermitud rahad.
Labisegi on aaretes Rootsi, Poola—Leedu ja Vene raha-
siisteemi jargi valmistatud miindid.

Pugritsa kiilast leitud kolm aaret on oma koosti-
selt tdiesti erinevad. Pugritsa I koosneb peamiselt
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ehetest, milles kasutatud miintidest leiti 32, Pugritsa
I aardes on 150 peamiselt 16. sajandi I poole killin-
git. Pugritsa III aardes on 5007 miinti, peamiselt Riia
Vabalinna killingid, kuid hulgaliselt on esindatud ka
muud miinditiitibid.

Pugritsa I aarde dateerimise teeb keerukaks asja-
olu, et lisaks 16. sajandi alguses vermitud miintidest
koosnevale ehtele saadi leiukohast Ivan IV aegne
(1535-1582) traatkopikas ja 1599. aastast parinev Riias
160dud hobemiint. Seega ei saa vilistada voimalust,
et Pugritsa [ aare jdi maasse alles Vene-Liivi sdja ajal
voi alles 17. sajandi alguses. Sama voib 6elda Pugritsa
II aarde kohta, kuid arvestades selle noorima raha
vermimisaega (1562), jdi see vara maha tendolisemalt
juba Vene-Liivi s6ja ajal. Pugritsa III aarde noorima,
1597. aastal vermitud, miindi pohjal otsustades on see
aare maasse jaanud 1601.-1603. aasta ndljahdda voi
Rootsi-Poola sbja stindmuste tulemusel.

Eestis on leitud veel vahemalt kolmest kohast kolm
kesk- voi varauusaegset miindiaaret sama kiila maalt
voi muidu {iksteisele vdga ldhedalt. Nii on saadud
kolm tdendoliselt Vene-Rootsi sdja tottu maasse jaa-
nud rahaleidu ajalooliselt Pohja-Tartumaalt Vaidavere
kiilast. Pohja-Tartumaalt Luunjast on saadud kaks
aaret (tpq 1600 ja 1672) Luunja mdisa hoovist ning kol-
mas (tpq 1635) “Luunja ldhedalt”. Pohja-Viljandimaalt
Kabala kiilast on leitud kolm aaret, mille tpg on 1559,
1600 ja 1636.



