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INTERESTING COIN FINDS OF 2005

{
Mauri KIUDSOO

Tallinna Ulikooli Ajaloo Instituut (Institute of History, University of Tallinn)
Riiitli 6, 10130 Tallinn, Eesti (Estonia)
mauri.Riudsoo@mail.ee

Among the finds brought to the numismatic collections of the Institute of History
in 2005 the silver hoard of Ubina (Al 6717) deposited in the ground at the
beginning of the 12" century (tpg 1106?) deserves special attention. It is remark-
able that the previous Late Viking Age hoard (tpg 1128; AM 25519), which
reached museum collections more than twenty years ago, came to light in Kose,
located at a distance of only 10 km from Ubina (see for more: Leimus 1986).The
silver hoard of Ubina and the rescue excavations undertaken to recover it are
more closely discussed in a special article in the present volume (see pp.237).

Of the coins discovered in archaeological
excavations of 2005 so-called wire kopeks
deserve special discussion. The name of
wire kopeks (Ger. Tropfkopeken) is
derived from their minting technology: in
late medieval Russia the course of minting
was quite different. Until the reforms of

; § i 0 1cm
Peter I coins were minted of wire: silver Epareas as Tt o
wire of required diameter was drawn and  Fig. 1. Wire kopek of copper found from
cut into pieces with scissors, flattened the bishop's castle of Vastseliina.
! ; . Joon. 1. Vastseliina piiskopilinnuselt avas-
with a hammer and then minted (Crackumit tatud vasest traatkopikas.
1970, 99-101). Although Estonian hoards (1T 1435: 80.)

contain masses of wire kopeks' they occur

rarely in other types of archaeological finds (e.g. stray finds, grave and votive finds).
This can be explained with the high quality of silver of these Russian coins, which
made them highly valued possessions.

At the present stage of investigations we may assert that Russian kopeks and den-
gas first appear in Estonian hoards in 1570s. Although wire kopeks do not occur
in all coin hoards of that period, they are spread quite evenly all over Estonia
(Kiudsoo 2003, 160). During the Polish-Swedish war almost the whole Estonia still
belonged to the circulation area of Russian kopeks but their relative importance
in hoards varies greatly (Kiudsoo 2000, 14-15, Appendix II: 1). In SE Estonia
hoards have been discovered consisting of Russian coins only. On one hand the

1
The largest and bulkiest coin hoard of Estonia is known from the beginning of the 18" century: two iron cauldrons which belonged to the
hoard discovered from Répina could have held about 40 kg of wire kopeks (Hartmann 1871, Bd. X: 69; Sb. GEG 1870, 36, 40).
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mass occurrence of wire kopeks can be related to the stay of Russian troops in
Estonia but on the other hand peaceful economic relations should not be com-
pletely excluded.This aspect can be observed particularly in SE Estonia (Kityscoo
2003, 196), since already in the Middle Ages the activities of Russian tradesmen in
the diocese of Tartu was livelier than in other parts of Old Livonia (Selart 1998,
84-85).

As for wire kopeks made of copper, they are extremely rare in Estonia. Before 2005
the author of the present paper knew about one hoard/purse found in a yard in
Riititli Street, Tartu, containing only copper wire kopeks (TM A 92: 1779/1-72) and
one votive coin (?) from Siksali Kirikumigi (Kiudsoo 2004, Appendix II: 138).

Copper as a material for wire kopeks was at that time absolutely uncommon in
Russia (but not in Livonia®). The czar Aleksei Mikhailovitsch namely carried out
monetary reform in 1645, motivated by the shortage of money caused by war. He
tried to start minting copper coins of equal value with silver ones. But coppet;
widely used in mints of Europe since the 17" century, soon evoked discontent-
ment and opposition on a wide scale in Russia. In 1662 copper mutiny broke out
in Moscow, bringing a rapid end to the minting of copper kopeks (see for more
MeapnukoBa 1989, 196-2006).

The largest number of wire kopeks from archaeological fieldwork of 2005 cameé
to light in the bishop’s castle of Vastseliina. Of the 39 coins found there, 10
were wire kopeks. The remarkable fact is that eight of them were made of cop-
per®.The coins discovered in the castle of Vastseliina present a vivid example of
the fact that the coin complexes of hoards often do not coincide with stray, votive
and grave finds.Therefore, coins from beyond hoards always must be included in
the analysis of circulation areas of any currency, to get a truthful picture.

One hoard consisting of wire kopeks (Al 6732: 1-27) was discovered on the tef-
ritory of Vaino or Kalmemie farm in Koruste village of the former Rongu parish.
At least a dozen early post-medieval coin hoards are known to be found from the
surroundings of Koruste.* This is apparently due to the Riga - Tartu road, one of
the most important communicating roads in Old Livonia, passing through the
region.The discovery of hoards of that period indicates the extent of the perils of
war, and the existence of larger communicating roads rather than wealth of local
population (Kiudsoo 2005, 155).The castle of Rongu, built in the 14" century tO

2in Sweden, which in the 17" century also ruled over Estonia, copper coins were minted since 1624 and, owing to the wages paid to the
army, Estonia was soon inundated with them (Platbarzdis 1968, 24).

310 1435: ORI IO N2 127 38508 0!
4The information contains in the manuscript catalogue of early post-medieval hoards compiled by the author of the present paper.
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guard an important crossroad, was also heavily damaged in the Livonian War
(1558-1583) (Aluve 1993, 17).

A map of the site of discovery was added to the 27 coins sent to the Institute of
History by anonymous persons. This map also included some archaeological(?)
sites still unrecorded. The latest coins of the Koruste hoard were minted in
1560s/1570s.The fact that the find contains invariably only wire kopeks makes the
integrity of the hoard doubtful. As could be read in the survey of the circulation
area of Russian coins, early postmedieval hoards consisting invariably of wire
kopeks come from the immediate neighbourhood of the eastern border of Estonia.
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2005. AASTAL LEITUD HUVITAVAMAD MUNDID
Mauri KIUDSO0

2005. aastal Ajaloo Instituudi numismaatikakogusse lackunud leidudest palvib erilist tihelepant
12. saj. alguses (tpg 1106?) maapoue jiinud Ubina hébeaarde sisu. Kuna selle aarde leidmisest ja
miintidest on kdesolevasse iillitisse koostatud eraldi artikkel (vt.1k. 237 jj.), ei kisitleta Ubina rahasid
siinses Ulevaates.

2005. aasta arheoloogilistel kaevamistel avastatud miintidest vdirivad eraldi mirkimist nn.
traatkopikad. Traatkopikad (sk. Tropfkopeken) on oma nime saanud valmistamistehnoloogiast: hilis-
keskaegsel Venemaal toimus miintimine kuni Peeter I reformideni hoopis teistviisi kui mujal: hobe-
dast venitati paraja paksusega traat, mis seejirel Idigati kizridega tiikkideks, 166di haamriga lame-
daks ja vermiti. Kuigi Eesti aaretes leidub traatkopikaid massiliselt, esineb taolisi verminguid muus
arheoloogilises materjalis (niit. juhu-, kalme- ja ohvrileiud) harva. See asjaolu on seletatav Vene miin-
tides sisalduva hobeda korge puhtuseastmega, mis muutis sellised vermingud rahva seas korgelt hin-
natuks. Mis puutub aga vasest valmistatud traatkopikatesse, siis neid kohtab Eestis haruharva. Enne
2005. aasta arheoloogilisi vilitoid oli kidesoleva artikli autoril andmeid vaid Tartu Riiiitli tinava hoo-
vist saadud, ja tiksnes vasest traatkopikaid sisaldanud {ihe aarde/rahakoti ning iihe Siksili kirikumie
ohvrimiindi(?) kohta.

Vasest traatkopikad olid valmistatud tollaste venelaste (kuid mitte liivimaalaste) jaoks ebaharilikust
metallist. Nimelt viis tsaar Aleksei Mihhailovits 1654. aastal sddadest tingitud rahapuudusest tulené
valt ldbi rahareformi, millega tritati muuhulgas liiiia ka hobedaga samavairset vaskraha. 17. sajandil
Euroopas laiemalt kasutusele voetud vask tekitas aga ka Venemaal kiiresti laialdast rahulolematust ja
vastuseisu. 1662. aastal puhkes Moskvas nn. vasemiss, mis tegi taoliste vaskkopikate [6dmisele kiir€
16pu.

2005. aastal toimunud arheoloogilistel vilitdodel leiti koige rohkem traatkopikaid Vastseliind
piiskopilinnuselt. Sealt avastatud 39 miindi hulgas oli kiimme taolist eksemplari. Tihelepant-
vairne on asjaolu, et kogunisti kaheksa Vastseliinast pievavalgele tulnud traatkopikat olid vasest-
Vastseliina linnuselt avastatud miindimaterjal on jirjekordne kujukas niide selle kohta, et Kagu-
Eestis, kuid ka mujal, ei kattu aaretes sisalduv miindimaterjal sageli juhu-, ohvri- ning kalmeleidud€
omaga. Sestap peab raha kiibeareaalide analiitisimisel toe huvides kaasama ka viljastpoolt aarde-
leide pirinevad vermingud.

Uks traatkopikatest koosnenud aare (Al 6732) avastati 2005. aastal end. Rongu kihelkonnast
Koruste kiilast Vaino voi Kalmemie talu maalt. Koruste iimbruskonnast on teateid vihemalt tosi
na varauusaegse mindiaarde kohta. See asjaolu on seletatav piirkonda libinud Vana-Liivimaa (b€
olulisema, Riia - Tartu maismaateega. Tolleaegsete varanduste leidmine ei osuta aga mitte niivord
kohaliku elanikkonna joukusele, vaid pigem sdja vms. kaasnenud hivingu suurusele ja suuremat?
thendusteede olemasolule. 14. sajandil tihtsa teederisti valvamiseks piistitatud Rongu linnus St
samuti Liivi sOjas (1558-1583) tugevalt kannatada.

Anontiimsete isikute poolt Ajaloo Instituuti saadetud 27 vermingu juurde oli lisatud Koruste leit-
koha skeem, millele olid kantud ka moningad senini registreerimata arheoloogilised (?) objektid-
Koruste aarde hiliseimad miindid on 166dud 1560/70. aastatel. Selle aarde terviklikkuses sunniP
kahtlema asjaolu, et leid koosneb eranditult traatkopikatest. Nagu me aga eelnevalt esitatud Ven€
rahade kiibeareaali kokkuvétlikust tilevaatest lugeda voisime, pirinevad iiksnes traatkopikatest
moodustunud tollased aarded Eesti idapiiri vahetust Lihedusest.
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