Folia Cryptog. Estonica, Fasc. 63: 53-61 (2026)
https://doi.org/10.12697 /fce.2026.63.05

New records of lichens and allied fungi
from the Leningrad Region, Russia. XIV

Dmitry E. Himelbrant, Irina S. Stepanchikova, Agata A. Rodionova, Anna S. Zueva,
Andprei Tsurykau'?, Iryna Bolsun’, Ivan V. Frolov & Ekaterina S. Kuznetsova

'"Francisk Skorina Gomel State University, Gomel, Republic of Belarus
2Gomel State Medical University, Gomel, Republic of Belarus
E-mail: d_brant@mail.ru

Abstract: Seven lichen (including two “semilichen”) species, ten lichenicolous fungi and one related saprotrophic fungus were
recorded for the first time in the Leningrad Region or Saint Petersburg. The lichen Micarea myriocarpa and the lichenicolous
fungus Tremella anaptychiae are new to Russia. The lichenicolous fungi Arrhenia peltigerina s. lat., Cladosporium licheniphilum,
and Unguiculariopsis lettaui are new to European Russia. The species Amandinea pelidna, Coppinsiella ulcerosa, Cryptodiscus
Jfoveolaris, Lichenopeltella ramalinae, Monodictys epicladonia, Reichlingia zwackhii, Stigmidium cladoniicola, and Zyzygomyces

aipoliae are new to North-Western European Russia.
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INTRODUCTION

This article continues the series of publications
on new and noteworthy findings of lichens and
allied fungi from the Leningrad Region and St.
Petersburg (see e.g., Kuznetsova et al., 2007;
Stepanchikova et al., 2010; Himelbrant et al.,
2022). Currently, the known lichen biota of the
Leningrad Region (LR) and St. Petersburg com-
prises approximately 1230 species, including
1030 lichens, 165 lichenicolous fungi, and 34
allied saprobic fungi.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The specimens of lichens and fungi were mainly
collected by Dmitry E. Himelbrant, Irina S. Ste-
panchikova, Agata A. Rodionova, Anna S. Zue-
va, Ekaterina S. Kuznetsova, Eseniya A. Timo-
feeva, and Zhanna O. Zholobova in 2020-2025.
The specimens are deposited in the lichen her-
baria of St. Petersburg State University (LECB),
Francisk Skorina Gomel State University (GSU),
mycological herbarium of the Komarov Botani-
cal Institute (LE F), or the private herbarium of
I. Frolov (herb. Frolov). The photographs were
taken by Agata A. Rodionova (Fig. 1, Fig. 2F)
and Anna S. Zueva (Fig. 2: A-E, G) using an
Olympus Tough TG-5 camera (Olympus, Japan)

(Fig. 1, F; Fig. 2: A), a Carl Zeiss Axioskop 40
light microscope (Carl Zeiss AG, Germany) with
a QImaging Micro-Publisher 5.0 RTV camera
(QImaging, Canada) (Fig. 2: C, E, G), and a Carl
Zeiss STEMI-2000 CS dissecting microscope
with an AxioCam 506 color camera (Carl Zeiss
AG, Germany) (Fig. 2: B, D).

In the species list, brief diagnostic characteris-
tics and distribution records in North-Western
European Russia, Fennoscandia, and the Baltic
countries are provided. The names of the main
collectors and identifiers are abbreviated as
follows: AR — Agata A. Rodionova, AT — Andrei
Tsurykau, AZ — Anna S. Zueva, DH — Dmitry E.
Himelbrant, IB — Iryna Bolsun, and IS — Irina
S. Stepanchikova. The following abbreviations
are used here: LR — Leningrad Region, ELR
— Eastern Leningrad Region, WLR — Western
Leningrad Region, SPb — Saint Petersburg. The
subdivision of the Leningrad Region (LR) was
published in our previous paper (Stepanchikova
et al., 2010); the biogeographical border be-
tween the eastern and western parts of the re-
gion is the Volkhov River (see Kuznetsova et al.,
2007). The biogeographical provinces of Eastern
Fennoscandia are abbreviated traditionally
(Kotiranta et al., 1998): Ik — Istmus karelicus,
Ka — Karelia australis. All geographical coordi-
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Fig. 1. Arrhenia peltigerina. Scale bar = 1 cm.

nates are given in the spatial reference system
WGS 84. Lichenicolous fungi are marked with
#, saprotrophic fungus with +. The nomencla-
ture of taxa generally follows Westberg et al.
(2021) for lichens and Diederich et al. (2025)
for lichenicolous fungi.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A total of 18 species are reported, including
five lichens, two “semilichens” (sensu Vondrak
et al., 2026), ten lichenicolous fungi and one
saprotrophic fungus related to lichens. All the
species were recorded for the first time in the
Leningrad Region or Saint Petersburg. The
lichen Micarea myriocarpa and lichenicolous
fungus Tremella anaptychiae are new to Russia.
The lichenicolous fungi Arrhenia peltigerina s.

lat., Cladosporium licheniphilum, and Unguicu-
lariopsis lettaui are new to European Russia.
The species Amandinea pelidna, Coppinsiella ul-
cerosa, Cryptodiscus foveolaris, Lichenopeltella
ramalinae, Monodictys epicladonia, Reichlingia
zwackhii, Stigmidium cladoniicola, and Zyzy-
gomyces aipoliae are new to North-Western
European Russia. The species Lecanora argo-
pholis, and Xyloschistes platytropa are new to
the Leningrad Region, while lichenicolous fungi
Abrothallus bertianus and Lichenochora polycoc-
coides are new to St. Petersburg.

THE SPECIES

#ABROTHALLUS BERTIANUS De Not. — SPb, Kurort-
ny District, Ik, SE part of Zelenogorsk, E of
Sportivnaya str. and S of Primorskoe highway,



60°10°55.8”N, 29°4525.4”E, 4 m a. s. 1., bird
cherry thickets, on thallus of Melanohalea oli-
vacea (L.) O. Blanco et al. on bark of Prunus pa-
dus L., DH & AR, det. AT, 05.08.2024 (GSU). —
New to SPb, previously known from WLR
(Himelbrant & Gagarina, 2018). Distribution
in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries: Estonia
(Randlane et al., 2025).

AMANDINEA PELIDNA (Ach.) Fryday & Arcadia —
WLR, Ka, Vyborg District, Orliny Island,
60°28°’02.2”N, 27°53’29.3”’E, 7 m a. s. L.,
rocky shore (E slope), on siliceous rock, IS,
10.07.2023 (LECB). — New to North-Western
European Russia. Nearest locality in European
Russia is in Franz Josef Land, Arkhangelsk
Region (Chesnokov & Konoreva, 2023). Distri-
bution in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries:
Norway, Sweden, Finland (Westberg et al.,
2021). Close to Amandinea punctata (Hoffm.)
Coppins & Scheid. from which it differs by its
rimose thallus, spore wall thickening, the usual
presence of pycnidia and growth in coastal rock
habitats. Amandinea coniops (Wahlenb.) M.
Choisy ex Scheid. & H. Mayrhofer has a thicker,
bullate thallus (Cannon et al., 2021).

#ARRHENIA PELTIGERINA (Peck) Redhead et al., s.
lat. — ELR, Boksitogorsk District, 2.7 km E of
Vyalgozero Lake, 59°57’29.8”N, 34°59°39.7"E,
213 m a. s. l., old-growth spruce forest, on
thallus of Peltigera canina (L.) Willd. on mossy
soil, DH, AR, & AZ, confirm. O. Morozova,
26.09.2025 (LE F, Fig. 1). - New to European
Russia, previously known from Republic of
Buryatia, Sayan Mts (Zhurbenko, 2009). Distri-
bution in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries:
Sweden, Finland (Westberg et al., 2021), Es-
tonia (Randlane et al., 2025). The species is
a basidiomycete which is characterized by
a 4-20 mm, brown, convex, hygrophanous
cap with distant, arcuate-decurrent gills. It
is microscopically defined by oblong-ellipsoid
to dacryoid basidiospores (7-11 x 4-5.5 pm),
presence of clamps, the total absence of cys-
tidia, and inhabiting Peltigera spp. (Knudsen
& Vesterholt, 2012). The species has recently
been divided into several crypto-species (Voitk
et al., 2024), however, in the absence of molec-
ular data, we provide here the record from LR
in broad (traditional) sense.
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#CLADOSPORIUM LICHENIPHILUM Heuchert & U.
Braun - SPb, Ik, Kurortny District, central
part of Zelenogorsk, Sluzhebny square E of the
railway station, 60°12’13.7”N, 29°42’21.1"E,
44 m a. s. L., group of broadleaved trees near
the brook, on thallus of Xanthoria parietina (L.)
Th. Fr. on bark of Ulmus glabra Huds., DH &
AR, det. IB, 05.08.2024 (GSU). — New to SPb,
not known in LR. New to European Russia,
type locality is in Altay Territory (Bensch et al.,
2012). Distribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic
countries: Norway (Bensch et al., 2012), Swe-
den (Vicente et al., 2025), Estonia (Randlane et
al., 2025), Lithuania (Motiejunaité, 2024). Six
species are currently recognized in the genus
Cladosporium Link.; C. licheniphilum differs
from C. antarcticum K. Schub. et al., C. macro-
carpum Preuss, and C. peltigerae Diederich
& Schiefelbein by its smooth (vs verruculose)
conidia. It is further distinguished from C. te-
nuissimum Cooke by shorter conidiophores (50—
190 pm vs 135-290 pm) and septate (vs asep-
tate) conidia. From C. diploschisticola Diede-
rich, it differs in the number of conidial septa
(O-1-septate vs. (1)3-septate) and smaller conidial
size (3-20 x 3-7 pm vs. 16.5-20 x 5.5-8 pum)
(Diederich et al., 2024).

COPPINSIELLA ULCEROSA (Coppins & P. James) S.
Y. Kondr. & Lékds — SPb, Kurortny District, 2.1
km N of Yuntolovo, 60°03’12.3”N, 30°07°54.6"E,
S m a. s. 1., birch forest, on bark of Populus
tremula L., DH & AR, 09.05.2025 (LECB). — New
to North-Western European Russia. Nearest
published locality in European Russia is in the
Ryazan Region (Kotkova et al., 2023). Distribu-
tion in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries: Nor-
way, Sweden (Westberg et al., 2021), Estonia
(Randlane et al., 2025 ), Latvia (Motiejunaité
et al., 2016). The species is recognized by the
whitish or greyish thallus producing crater-like
or merely concave without a rim, grayish to
pale green soralia, and orange to orange-red
apothecia. It can be confused with Tsaren-
koella obscurella (J. Lahm) S.Y. Kondr. et al.
that differs in having brown apothecia lacking
anthraquinones. It is also similar to Coppinsi-
ella substerilis (Vondrak et al.) S.Y. Kondr. &
Lékos which has an endophloeodal thallus or
thallus consisting of diffuse minute squamules
with elongated margins and never has crater-like
soralia. Coppinsiella ulcerosa is a mostly cortico-
lous species, however, few epilithic records are
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known from the Czech Republic and Sweden
(Vondrak et al., 2009).

CRYPTODISCUS FOVEOLARIS (Rehm) Rehm - SPb,
Kurortny District, 4 km E of Alexandrovska-
ya and 350 m N of Levashovskoe highway,
60°03’12.1”N, 30°04’29.9”E, lingon-blueberry-
Sphagnum spruce forest with birch and pine,
on wood of branch of Picea abies (L.) Karst.,
DH, IS, & AR, 28.08.2025 (LECB). — New to
North-Western European Russia. Nearest lo-
calities in European Russia are in the Republic
of Mordovia (Urbanavichene & Urbanavi-
chus, 2016) and Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan
(Miftakhova et al., 2025). Distribution in Fenno-
scandia and Baltic countries: Sweden (Baloch et
al., 2009). The species is recognized by deeply
immersed, pale ochraceous to yellowish-orange
apothecia, 1-septate ascospores, and inhabiting
wood of both conifers and deciduous trees
(Baloch et al., 2009). Consistent with other
species of the genus Cryptodiscus Corda, this
taxon does not form a morphologically distinct
thallus but maintains an intimate association
with algal photobionts. We follow Vondrak et
al. (2026) in applying the term “semilichen” to
describe this symbiotic system.

CryprODISCUS PALLIDUS (Pers.) Corda — SPb, Ik,
Kurortny District, 1 km SE of Reshetnikovo
and 1.8 km NE of Zelenogorsk, 60°13’41.8"N,
29°43’48.3”E, 31 m a. s. 1., blueberry-Sphag-
num spruce forest with birch, on wood of Picea
abies, DH, AR, & IS, 14.09.2024 (LECB). —
New to SPb, not known in LR. Distribution in
North-Western European Russia: Republic of
Karelia (Finnish Museum of Natural History,
Botany and Mycology Unit, 2026). Distribution
in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries: Norway,
Sweden, Finland (Baloch et al., 2009). The spe-
cies is recognized by ellipsoid, pale ochraceous
apothecia seemingly splitting the substrate
lengthwise, 3-septate ascospores usually with
constrictions at septa, and preference of wood
of deciduous trees as a substrate, however,
known also from wood of Juniperus sp. The re-
lated species C. tabularum Kirschst. is confined
to pine wood (Baloch et al., 2009). Our sample
was found on spruce wood, which is uncom-
mon. Like the previous one, this species can
be named “semilichen” (Vondrak et al., 2026).

LECANORA ARGOPHOLIS (Ach.) Ach. - WLR,
Vyborg District, Ka, Dolgy Kamen’ Island,

60°27°48.6”N, 27°52°00.3”’E, O m a. s. 1., young
open pine forest covered with wasteland,
with boulders, on siliceous rock, 06.07.2023,
IS (LECB); Orliny Island, 60°27°41.0”N,
27°52’40.2”E, 5 m a. s. 1., open pine forest on
rocky outcrops covered with wasteland, on sili-
ceous rock, 09.07.2023, IS (LECB); Otradny
Island, 60°27°50.5”N, 27°53’01.3’E, O m a. s.
1., NE seashore slope, on siliceous rock. — New
to LR. Distribution in North-Western Europe-
an Russia: Republic of Karelia (Fadeeva et al.,
2007). Distribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic
countries: Norway, Sweden, Finland (Westberg
et al., 2021), Estonia (Randlane et al., 2025).
Lecanora argopholis is close to L. frustulosa
(Dicks.) Ach., from which it differs by a thick,
yellowish-white to grey-greenish warted-areo-
late thallus (Foucard, 2001).

#LICHENOCHORA POLYCOCCOIDES Hafellner &
R. Sant. - SPb, Kurortny District, Ik, SE
part of Zelenogorsk, E of Sportivnaya str.
and S of Primorskoe highway, 60°10°55.8”N,
29°4525.4’E, 4 m a. s. 1., bird cherry thickets,
on thallus of Physcia aipolia (Ehrh. ex Humb.)
Furnr. on bark of Prunus padus, DH & AR,
det. AT, 05.08.2024 (GSU). — New to SPb, in
North-Western European Russia previously
known from WLR (Himelbrant et al., 2015) and
Republic of Karelia (Zhurbenko & Himelbrant,
2002). Distribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic
countries: Finland (Westberg et al., 2021).

#LICHENOPELTELLA RAMALINAE Etayo & Diede-
rich - WLR, Luga District, left bank of the Luga
River W of Muraveino Village, bank of the Ras-
tishensky brook, 59°00’40.4”N, 29°37°18.9”E,
elm forest with grasses, on thallus of Ramalina
farinacea (L.) Ach. on bark of Ulmus glabra, DH
& IS, 06.10.2024 (GSU); same place, 3 km S of
Muraveino Village and 1 km N of Bezhany Vil-
lage, brook valley, 58°58°19.7”N, 29°40°00.3"E,
elm-aspen forest with grasses, on thallus of
Ramalina farinacea (L.) Ach. on bark of Popu-
lus tremula L., DH & IS, det. AT, 06.10.2024
(GSU). — New to North-Western European Rus-
sia. Nearest locality in European Russia is in
the Tver Region (Czernyadjeva et al., 2021). Dis-
tribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries:
Norway (Frisch et al., 2022), Estonia (Randlane
et al., 2025). Characterized by forming cata-
thecia on blackened areas of the thalli of Rama-
lina species and hyaline, 1-septate ascospores
measuring 11-14.5 x 3.5-5 pm (Etayo, 1996).



MICAREA MYRIOCARPA V. Wirth & Vézda ex Cop-
pins — SPb, Ik, Kurortny District, right bank of
the Sestra River W of Beloostrov, 60°10°12.9”N,
29°58’37.9”E, blueberry-Sphagnum spruce
forest with birch, aspen, and pine, on bark of
Picea abies, E. Kuznetsova, AR, & AZ, det. L.
Konoreva & S. Chesnokov, 13.07.2022 (LECB,
Fig. 2A-C); N of Privetinskoe, 60°11’42.2”N,
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29°26’11.5”E, 37 m a. s. 1., blueberry-Sphag-
num with heather oldgrowth pine forest, on
wood of Picea abies branch, DH, AR, & IS,
det. L. Konoreva & S. Chesnokov, 07.08.2024
(LECB). — New to Russia. Distribution in Fenno-
scandia and Baltic countries: Norway, Sweden,
Finland (Westberg et al., 2021), Estonia (Rand-
lane et al., 2025), Lithuania (Motiejanaité,

Fig. 2. A-C — Micarea myriocarpa (A, B — thallus with apothecia; C — apothecium section); D, E —
Reichlingia zwackhii (D — thallus with apothecia; E — apothecium section); F. G — Xyloschistes
platytropa (F — thallus with apothecia; G — apothecium section). Scale bars: A, B, D, F = 0.5 mm,
C, E, G =50 pm.
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2024). The species is characterized by very
small apothecia which makes it superficially
similar to Psilolechia spp. It has a farinose-
granular pale thallus, reddish-brown apothecia
(all parts K-, N-), and 0O-1-septate, ovoid as-
cospores. The species can be distinguished
from other species under dry overhangs by the
small apothecia and pigmentation (Cannon et
al., 2022).

#MONODICTYS EPICLADONIA (Zhurb.) Diederich —
SPb, Kurortny District, Ik, Komarovo, N of
Kurortnaya Street and S of Zelenogorskoe
highway, 60°11°17.3"N, 29°46°’35.5”E, 23 m a.
s. 1., blueberry-moss pine forest, on thallus of
Cladonia digitata (L.) Hoffm. on bark of Pinus
sylvestris L., DH & AR, det. AT, 05.08.2024
(GSU); WLR, Tosno District, 2 km W of Grish-
kino, 59°19°33.5”N, 30°45’28.6”E, 30 m a. s.
1., lingonberry-reed grass-moss spruce-aspen
forest, on thallus of Cladonia digitata on bark
of Pinus sylvestris, DH, IS, & Zh. Zholobova,
det. AT, 16.10.2022 (GSU); same place, 700 m
NW of railway station Novolisino, 59°34°50.6”N,
30°32°12.6”E, 54 m a. s. L., cotton grass-moss-
Sphagnum pine forest, on thallus of Cladonia
digitata on bark of Pinus sylvestris, DH, IS, &
Zh. Zholobova, det. AT, 21.10.2022 (GSU). -
New to North-Western European Russia. The
only known locality in European Russia is in
the Smolensk Region (Muchnik et al., 2022).
Distribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic coun-
tries: not reported. Monodictys epicladonia
is characterized by black, dispersed to more
frequently aggregated colonies and muriform,
subspherical to short ellipsoidal conidia, which
are medium brown, K+ greyish olive, 7-30 pm
in diam. and composed of 6-100 cells (Died-
erich et al., 2024). The related M. epilepraria
Kukwa & Diederich differs in having always
dispersed conidia and host selection (Lepraria
vs Cladonia). The morphologically similar Milo-
spium lacoizquetae Etayo & Diederich differs
with aseptate conidia.

REICHLINGIA ZWACKHII (Sandst.) Frisch & G. Thor —
ELR, Podporozhje District, vicinity of Yuksov-
skoe Lake, right bank of the Svyatukha River,
60°57°08”N, 35°02°’02”E, middle-aged aspen fo-
rest with spruce undergrowth, on bark of Popu-
lus tremula, DH, IS, & AZ, 01.02.2025 (LECB,
Fig. 2D, E). - New to North-Western European
Russia. Known locality in European Russia is
in the Republic of Mari El (Bogdanov & Urba-

navichus, 2008). Distribution in Fennoscandia
and Baltic countries: Sweden (Westberg et al.,
2021). The species is characterized by effuse,
white to pale grey, matte thallus with Trente-
pohlia photobiont, irregularly stellate ascomata,
red-brown, usually white-pruinose. Ascospores
16-22(24) x 5-7 um, cylindric-obovoid, 3- or
4-septate, the apical cell enlarged; old asco-
spores brown and warted. Often associated
with Phlyctis argena (Spreng.) Flot. (Cannon et
al., 2020).

#STIGMIDIUM CLADONIICOLA Zhurb. & Diederich
— WLR, Ik, Priozersk District, W of the Lake
Schukinskoe (former Haukilampi), E of the bog
Obmannoe (former Ruokosuo), 60°49°58.8"N,
30°23’21.17E, 41 m a. s. 1., bilberry-moss
pine-spruce forest with birch, DH & IS, det.
AT, 19.09.2020 (GSU). — New to North-Western
European Russia. Known locality in European
Russia is in the Republic of Komi (Zhurbenko &
Diederich, 2008). Distribution in Fennoscandia
and Baltic countries: Sweden (Vicente et al.,
2024), Norway (Frisch et al., 2022), Estonia
(Randlane et al., 2025). The species is charac-
terized by small ascomata, 30-80 pm in diam-
eter; I-, K/I- hymenial gel and asci, absence
of interascal filaments, and hyaline, smooth,
1-septate ascospores measuring (9)11.5-13-
15(16.5) x 3-3.5-4(5) pm (Zhurbenko & Died-
erich, 2008).

#TREMELLA ANAPTYCHIAE J.C. Zamora & Died-
erich — WLR, Luga District, E shore of Lake
Vrevo, Skreblovo manor park, 58°36°02.2”N,
29°53°05.17E, 41 m a. s. 1., manor park, alleys of
old broadleaved trees, on thallus of Anaptychia
ciliaris (L.) Korb. on bark of very old Populus
alba L., DH & IS, det. 1B, 15.10.2024 (GSU). -
New to Russia. Distribution in Fennoscandia
and Baltic countries: Sweden (Westberg et al.,
2021). This species differs from most lichenico-
lous Tremella species in having predominantly
monoseptate basidia with a long, narrowed
stalked base. Tremella anaptychiae differs
from the similar T. wedinii Diederich et al. in
the size of the basidia [15-20 x 10-15 pm vs.
(16.5)20-28.5(31.5) x (8)9-10.5(11) pm] and the
host lichen [Anaptychia ciliaris vs. Glyphis scy-
phulifera (Ach.) Staiger] (Diederich et al., 2022).

#UNGUICULARIOPSIS LETTAUI (Grummann) Coppins —
WLR, Luga District, 330 m SE of Yasche-
ra Village, left bank of the Yaschera River,



58°53’30.0”N, 29°49°’30.9”E, 42 m a. s. I,
broadleaved forest in the river valley, on thallus
of Evernia prunastri (L.) Ach. on bark of Tilia
cordata Mill., IS & DH, det. AT, 20.05.2023
(GSU); ELR, Podporozhje District, vicinity of
Yaroslavichi Village, 60°29°46”N, 34°27°49”E,
aspen forest with elm on the slope of brook
valley, on thallus of Evernia prunastri on
bark of Ulmus sp., DH, IS, AZ, & AR, det. AT,
31.01.2025 (GSU). — New to European Russia.
Nearest locality is in the Krasnodar Territory,
Russian Caucasus (Zhurbenko & Otte, 2012).
Distribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic coun-
tries: Sweden (Westberg et al., 2021), Estonia
(Randlane et al., 2025). Unguiculariopsis lettaui
is a conspicuous species with brown apothecia
developing in groups on dark hypostromata.
The discs of apothecia become grey-pruinose
because of the presence of hyaline, refractive
hairs curved with hooked apices. Ascospores
are hyaline, simple, 6-8 x 3-3.5 um, often with
several guttules (Hawksworth et al., 2010;
Hafellner, 2018).

+XYLOSCHISTES PLATYTROPA (Nyl.) Vain. ex Zahl-
br. - WLR, Ka, Vyborg District, Dolgy Kamen’
Island, 60°27°34.1”N, 27°51°15.4”E, 5 m a. s.
1., juniper community on rocky outcrops, on
wood of Pinus sylvestris, 1S, 07.07.2023 (LECB,
Fig. 2F, G); Kholmisty Island, 60°28’05.0”N,
27°52’53.9”’E, 8 m a. s. 1., open lichen pine
forest on rocky outcrops, on wood of P. sylves-
tris, IS, 10.07.2023 (LECB). — New to LR. Dis-
tribution in North-Western European Russia:
Republic of Karelia (Fadeeva et al., 2007). Dis-
tribution in Fennoscandia and Baltic countries:
Finland (Westberg et al., 2021). The species is
closely related to Cryptodiscus Corda (Pino-Bo-
das et al., 2017; Thiyagaraja et al., 2021). This
fungus on decorticated pine wood is charac-
terized by black, innate-erumpent, urceolate
to flat apothecia (~0.5 mm wide) with a thin
elevated margin. Exciple blackish, hypothe-
cium pale brown, apices of paraphyses form
brown epihymenium. Hymenial gel I+ vine-red/
yellowish (following a brief blue phase). Asci
predominantly monosporous, contain large,
elongated-oblong, finally dark brown and muri-
form ascospores, 22-36 x 6-8 pm (Nylander,
1868; Vainio, 1883).

#ZYZYGOMYCES AIPOLIAE Diederich et al. - WLR,
Ka, Kingisepp District, central part of the Ses-
kar Island, W shore, base of Cape Vamlinkari,
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60°01’12.1”N, 28°22°15.0’E, 2 m a. s. 1., scat-
tered young oaks, birches, rowans, apple trees,
and willow thickets on the seashore with huge
granite boulders, on thallus of Physcia aipolia
(Ehrh. ex Humb.) Furnr. on bark of Malus sp.,
DH & AR, det. IB, 30.07.2023 (GSU). — New to
North-Western European Russia. Nearest lo-
cality in European Russia is in the Tver Region
(Kotkova et al., 2025). Distribution in Fenno-
scandia and Baltic countries: Sweden (Diede-
rich et al., 2022), Estonia (Randlane et al.,
2025), Lithuania (Motiejunaité, 2024). The
species differs from the more common Zyzy-
gomyces physciacearum (Diederich) Diederich
et al. in the colour of the basidiomata (pale to
medium reddish-brown vs. pale, dark brown to
black), the size of the basidia [45-68 x 4.5-6.5
pm vs. 22-68(82) x 4-7 pm] and basidiospores
(7-9 x 4.5-5.5 pm vs. 8-12.5 x 4.5-7.5 pm), the
host lichen (restricted to Physcia aipolia vs. a
broader range of Physcia species, excluding P.
aipolia), and the location on the host (occurring
on both the thallus and apothecial margin vs.
typically on the thallus and very rarely on the
apothecia) (Diederich et al., 2022).
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