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Abstract. In Livonian, obligation, duty, and necessity are expressed mainly by means
of constructions containing a finite form of the auxiliary verbs pidim ‘must’ and pidiks
‘should have to’, tilda ‘to come’, ld’'do ‘to go’, volda ‘to be’ and [idé ‘shall, will’.
The multitude of constructions can be reduced to eleven underlying constructional
models consisting of three components: (a) the experiencer in the nominative or the
experiencer in the dative (which can occur with all auxiliaries), (b) an auxiliary verb
as the predicate and (c) the infinitive, a supine form or a participle of a main verb or
the adverb vajag ‘necessary’ and the object noun.
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1. Introduction

The present study deals with the structure of constructions express-
ing obligation, duty, and necessity in Livonian clauses. The construc-
tions are grouped according to the auxiliary verbs pidim and pidiks,
tiulda, 1d’do, volda and lido, forming the predicate in the constructions.
Here an obligation is understood as something that must be done be-
cause of a promise or because it is morally right. A duty is something
that is done or must be done as part of a job, or under external com-
pulsion or law. A necessity is something that one must have or do,
something that is vitally or inevitably necessary. As in everyday life
throughout history there have existed obligations and duties that are
unnecessary and even harmful, here obligations and duties are not
considered to be subtypes of necessity. This point of view is relatively
close to the world view of the Livonian language where the noun
ti’edob, primarily the present passive participle of the verb i’edo ‘to
do’, covers both obligation and duty, and there is no special term for
either of them. Necessity, in Livonian vajagom, as well as the adjec-
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tives vajagli or vajagi ‘necessary’, are derived from the adverb vajag.
Constructions with the adverb vajag ‘necessary’ form a clear class of
constructions of necessity. All other cases form a continuum where
obligation, duty, and necessity are not expressed by means of these
nouns or adjectives but by means of special constructions. Somewhat
ironically, these constructions capture even certain inevitable pro-
cesses or occasions that “necessarily” occur as “compelled by fate or
by natural law to <what must be will be>", to cite Merriam-Webster,
but cannot be characterized in terms of obligation, duty and necessity.
Hence, one must not mix up a study of the form of constructions used
for expressing obligation, duty, and necessity and the classification the
content of clauses using such constructions. Still, as the verbs vélda
and /ido occur both in constructions with the adverb vajag and in con-
structions where the expression of obligation, duty or necessity, or
natural law meets no characteristic formal restrictions, constructions
with the auxiliaries volda and are discussed in two different sections.

The source of most of the examples is the Livonian-Estonian-Lat-
vian dictionary (Viitso &, Ernstreits 2012) or the underlying database
of the dictionary and a corpus of texts which date from 1932 at the
earliest. Six examples of pidim and pidiks are from Kettunen 1938. All
examples are given in the Standard Livonian orthography' as estab-
lished by the Livonian Language Conference held in [r& (Mazirbe) in
March 1996, except that here the open ¢ is distinguished from the mid
0 and the broken tone is indicated by an apostrophe. Standard Livo-
nian is based on East Livonian.

As the constructions under discussion are either affirmative or
negative, one must remember that in the indicative and conditional
mood, a finite auxiliary verb form of an affirmative clause is trans-
formed in a negative clause into a sequence of a finite form of the
negation verb and the corresponding connegative form of the auxiliary
verb. Note that a connegative form of the main verb has personal
endings only in plural. As an example of interrelations of the affirma-
tive and negative present and past time paradigms of the verb vélda
‘to be’, cf. tables 1 and 2.

1 The Livonian orthography uses letters with a macron to render long vowels and letters
with the Latvian (comma-shaped) cedilla (¢, /, n, r, {) to render palatalized consonants.
The letters 0 and 6 render correspondingly mid and high central vowels. The
orthography follows the East Livonian pronunciation.
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Table 1. Affirmative and negative indicative mood forms of volda

‘to be’.
Affirmative Negative
Per-
kon present past present past
indicative indicative indicative indicative
sg. pl. sg. pl. sg. pl. sg. pl.
Ist |u'm |domo vo'l |vo'lmé |d’biio |d’b i'zio i’z
itomo iomo
2nd |io-d |iioto vo'ld |vo’'lto |d’diio |dtioto |i’ztio |i'zt iioto
3rd (u'm |umato~ |vo’] |vo'lto |d’bio |d’bioté |i’zio |i’ztiioté
ato ~ atto
~at~ at

Table 2. Affirmative annd negative conditional and quotative
mood forms of volda ‘to be’.

son

Affirmative

Negative

Per-

conditional

quotative

conditional

quotative

sg. pl

sg.

pl.

sg.

pl.

sg. pl.

1st

volks

volksmo

volli

vollid

a’b volks

a’'b volksmo\d’b volli

a’b vollid

2nd

volkst

volksto

volli

vollid

a’dvolks

Gt volksto

d’dvolli|dt vollid

3rd

volks

volks-to

volli

vollid

a’b volks

a’b volksto

@b volli\a’h vollid

Constructions of obligation and duty contain in addition to the
auxiliaries obligatorily an indefinite form of the main verb, namely
either the infinitive or the illative or debitive form of the supine or a
participle. The indefinite form inventory of Livonian is relatively rich;
the choice of form depends to some extent on the governmental pref-
erences of an auxiliary. For an overview of indefinite forms and their
endings, cf. Table 3.
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Table 3. Infinite form system of the Livonian verb

INFINITE FORMS
PARTICIPLES Active Passive
Singular Plural Singular |Plural
Present  |-bo-b-ob  |-bod -bod |-tdb -dob | 10009
-dobod
Past d-n-on |0 50 dor -tod -dod
- onod

INFINITIVE -da -do -0

GERUND -dsé -0s

SUPINE | Illativ -mo -m -om
Inessive -maos -6maos
Elative -maost -0most
Abessive -mot -omot
Instrumental | -moks -6maoks
Debitive -maost -omost

For a first understanding of the roles of infinitive, gerund and

supine form, cf. examples with the corresponding forms of the verb

ld’do “to go’:
INFINITIVE
GERUND:

SUPINE:
[ative:

Inessive:
Elative:

Abessive:
Instrumental:

Debitive:

Ma t§°b 1@’dé kuodaj ‘1 want to go home.’

Kuodaj li’dsé ma ki’b ka biiodso. “When going
home, I also go to the store.’

Jema pa’n lapson li’mé kuodaj. ‘Mother told the
child to go home.’

Ma ni um li’mos kuoddj. ‘I am now going home.’
Véida tinda jara ld’maost! ‘Keep him from going
away!

Ma i’b G’ tista jara kuodaj li’mét. ‘1 don’t go away
from here without going home.’

Ni 1d’b l@’moks ne’i kui li’b. ‘Now it is going to go
the way it goes.’

U’m l&’most.bgn pd’lo. ‘One must go on a train.’

Note that only infinitives may occur in the role of a subject or an object.
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2. Pidim and pidiks.

The verb represented by the stems pidim in the indicative mood
and pidiks in the conditional is a highly defective auxiliary. Morpho-
logical segmentation of the stems is problematic because (a) no other
disyllabic or longer verb stem ends in 7 or 7, and all other monosyllabic
stems ending in a consonant add the marker -6ks in the conditional
mood and (b) all other words have no special mood marker in the
indicative mood and therefore add personal endings to the pure stem.
Here pidim must in any case be considered a unique stem containing
an indicative mood marker which, exceptionally, is not inflected for
person. Below, conditionally, the two mood stems pidim and pidiks
are segmented as having the common lexical stem pidi- and mood
markers -m and -ks. Still, it is noteworthy that Lauri Kettunen has
presented in his dictionary all cases of pidiks under the headword
pi’dd3, i.e. pi’ddo, but the form pidim has an entry of its own (Kettu-
nen 1938: 185b and 186a). As in Livonian intervocalic consonants of
the weak grade indicative or a conditional mood stem do not differ
from intervocalic consonants of a strong grade stem of an infinitive,
supine, or participle as to palatalization and the absence thereof, one
cannot consider the forms pidim and pidiks to be members of the para-
digm of the verb pi’ddo ‘to hold’ together with pidab ‘holds’ and
pidaks ‘should hold’ 2

2.1. Pidim.

The form pidim is mostly used together with the illative supine
form of a main verb.

The form pidim occurs mainly (a) in normal clauses (i.e. in clauses
having a subject) where the subject is filled by the experiencer in the
nominative case, cf. (1)—(3) or (b) in subjectless clauses (i.e. in clauses
that are valid for anyone), cf. (4):

(1) Ma pidi-m Jara 1d’'mé.
LNOM must-IND away  go-SUP.ILL

‘I must go away.’

2 Kettunen’s approach was probably influenced by the fact that according to Wiedemann
1861b: 80, the entry Pidd pr. pidab, the verb pi’dds had also the meaning 'miissen,
sollen’, i.e. ‘must, should’ , with the single example seda pidaks volm ‘it should be’.
Kettunen has obviously simply identified pidaks with pidiks and treated the so far
unknown form pidim as a different word.
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2) Amad pidi-m oppom.
all-PL.NOM must-IND  learn-SUP.ILL

‘All must learn.’
3) Sa pidi-m mipod Iotol ld’'m.
thou.NOM must-IND tomorrow divine service-ALL go-SUP.ILL

“You must go tomorrow to the divine service.’

In a subordinate clause, depending on the past tense predicate of
the main clause, pidim refers to a past situation, cf. Ma irgiz lo’'mméo
Jja pidim pigataga mg 'z6 sadam’.

4 Ma irg-iz lo’mm-o
ILNOM  begin-IND.PAST sway-INF

Jja pidim pigatagd  mQ’z-0 sada-m.
and mustIND  almost down-ILL  fall-SUP.ILL

‘I began to sway and almost had to fall down.’

Lauri Kettunen (1938: 286a) has also presented a case of pidim
with the past active participle vond of the verb volda ‘to be’:

5) Ta pidi-m vo-nd.
he. NOM must-IND  be-PLE.ACT.PAST

‘He must have been.’

Obviously (5) can be considered an elliptic clause, shortened from
*Ta pidim vo’lmo vond, for which there is a one-to-one Estonian cor-
respondence Ta peab olema olnud.

Rarer is pidim in experiential clauses where the experiencer is in
the dative case:

(6) Td’dd-on pidi-m sie-s aza-s jo
you-DAT  must-IND  this-INE  thing.INE more
koval Vo 'I-mo.

clever-NOM be-SUP.ILL
“You must be more clever in this thing.’

(7y Td'm pidi-m td-sa vo'lI-m.
he. DAT must-IND  here-INE be-SUP.ILL

‘He must be here.’
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Note that the word i ’m in (7) represents the short (or allegro) form
of the personal pronoun. In both the nominative and the dative, Livo-
nian personal pronouns have short forms alongside the full forms, cf.
Table 3.

Table 3. Full and short nominative and dative forms of personal
pronouns.

Singular Plural

Person
Nominative Dative Nominative Dative

Ist person |mind ~ma |mi'nnén ~mi’n |még ~ meg |md’'ddon ~md'n

2nd person | sind ~ sa si’'nnon ~si'n |teg ~ teg td’ddon ~ td'n

3rd person | tdma ~ ta td’'mmon ~ td’'m |ndma ~ ne | ndnton ~ nd’n

As the short forms mi’n, si’n and ti’m (in an unstressed position
they may occur without broken tone) formally overlap with the geni-
tive, one must not take the allegro forms for similar genitive forms
which, by the way, never occur in this syntactic position.

(8) Ne’i pidi-m vo 'Imé.
) must-IND  be-SUP.ILL.

‘It must be so. ~ So it must be.’

However, Kettunen also presents a case of pidim with the main
verb in the infinitive form:

9) Td'm pidi-m tdi-sa vo 'l-da.
he. DAT must-IND  here-INE be-INF

‘He must be here.’

2.2. Pidiks

The form pidiks functions as a conditional mood form. As an aux-
iliary it occurs mostly with the illative form of the supine and rarely
with the infinitive of the main verb.

The stem pidiks occurs mainly (a) in normal clauses beginning
with nominative or (b) in generic clauses.

In normal clauses the stem pidiks does not take personal endings in
singular, while in plural it takes a distinctive ending for the 1st person
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plural and a common ending for both the 2nd and 3rd person, cf.
examples (10) — (13).

(10)  Sa pidi-ks opp-om.
thou-NOM  should-CND  learn- SUP.ILL

‘You should learn.’

(11) Ta pidi-ks ruja vo'I-mo.
he. NOM  should-CND  sick-NOM  be-SUP.ILL
‘He should be sick.’
(12) Meg pidi-ks-mo vo'l-mé.
we-NOM  should-CND-1PL  be-SUP.ILL
‘We should be.’
(13) Ne pidi-ks-t tu’l-mo.

they NOM  should-CND-2/3PL  come-SUP.ILL
‘They should come.’

In generic clauses pidiks does not take any personal ending, cf.
(14) and (15), and, hence, must be considered to be in singular:

(14)  Pidi-ks kappilt-6m mo-do.
should- CND hoe-SUP.ILL land-PART
‘One should hoe land.’

In (15), resulting from topicalization of the temporal adverbial, the
subject in nominative plural has been moved after the predicate
phrase. In this clause pidiks does not take the plural personal ending:

(15) Si’z pidi-ks vo 'I-mo
Then should- CND be-SUP.ILL

jova-d purdo-d.
good-PLNOM  footbridge-PL.NOM

‘Then there should be a good footbridge.’

There are three known examples with pidiks and the main verb in
the infinitive form, namely one with the experiencer in the nominative
(16), one with the experiencer in the dative (17), cf. Kettunen 1938:
285b), and one generic clause with a topicalized genitive object (18):
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(16) Ta pidi-ks jara bro uts-o.
he.NOM  should-CND away ride-INF

‘He should ride away.’

(17) Tdi'm pidi-ks timpé  vol-da  sin.
he.DAT should-CND today be-INF  here-INE
‘He should be here today.’

(18)  Ullizuks pidi-ks vi'zz-0 drégilt-o.

outdoor.GEN should-CND  shut-ILL  bolt-INF

‘One should bolt the front door.’

2.3. Meaning of pidim and pidiks

Here above, except in example (4), the form pidim has been trans-
lated as ‘must’ relying on translation of examples (1), (2), and (4) into
Estonian and Latvian by the Livonian schoolteacher, writer, and lin-
guist PEtor Damberg (1909—-1987) as clauses of inevitability or strong
obligation and on his use in one of his writings of the form pidiks in
example (15) as expressing a probabilistic hope. In Kettunen 1938 all
cases of both pidim and pidiks have been translated into German using
forms of subjunctive 2 of German verbs haben, miissen, or sollen.

3. Tualda.

There are only two known cases with the verb ti/da, whose pri-
mary and most usual meaning is ‘to come’, in the role of an auxiliary
in the meaning ‘to have to’. (19) expresses an external pressure on the
experiencer to enable an action, i.e. a duty. Note, however, that in (20)
the main verb form f#’edé has been dropped from the final clause.
Hence, this sentence reflects recommendations given for certain
probable and maybe inevitable future actions.

(19)  Si’nn-on tula-b lass-0 mi’nn-o6n
thou-DAT  come-3SG  let-INF  [-DAT

sin-da kuoda-j s0t-0.
thou-PART home-LAT send-INF

“You have to let me send you home.’
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(20) Meég  né-di opdat-om 1'e-m,
we they-PART.PL  teach-1PL  do-SUP.ILL

mis ndnt-on tula-b.
what.NOM they-DAT  come-3SG

‘We teach them to do what they will have [to do].’

4. La’dé.

Forms of the indicative and conditional moods of the verb [d’do,
whose primary and most usual meaning is ‘to go’, function in subject-
less clauses as auxiliaries and express (a) when used in the indicative
mood, the moral obligation or prohibition of the action expressed by
the infinitive of a main verb, (b) when used in the conditional mood, a
proposal or recommendation to perform or avoid the action expressed
by the infinitive of the main verb when used in the conditional mood.

The 3rd person present indicative of the verb has been used in
catechetical formulae, e.g. (21) and (22)° and thus such a construction
may express both obligations and necessities:

(21)  Si'nn-6m li’-b ouvost-0 ents§
thou:DAT 20-3SG honor-INF.ILL  self GEN
i’zz-0 Jja je’'mm-o.
father-PART  and mother-PART
“You must honor your father and mother.’

(22)  Si’nn-on a'-b li’ tapp-o.
thou-DAT  not-3SG  go-CNEG.IND  kill-INF
“You must not kill.’

Affirmative preterite forms of the verb /d’dé mainly point to the

experiencer’s past action or its attendant phenomena (23), negative
forms to the absence of obligation or necessity of an action (24):

(23) Ndnt-on leks pégin  pé-do murd-o.
They-DAT go.PAST much head-PART  break-INF

‘They had to rack their brains a lot.”

3 Here translations of Livonian catechetical formulae (21) and (22) follow the wording
of the Livonian text.
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(24)  Mi’'nn-6n i’z la’ sie-da 17’e-do.
I-DAT not.PAST go.CNEG.IND this-PART  do-INF

‘I did not have to do it.’

Object topicalization focuses the object of corresponding obli-
gation or non-obligation of an action expressed by the infinitive and is
accomplished by the simultaneous movement of the main verb to the
end of the clause, cf. (25). Similarly, topicalization of a time or place
adverbial focuses the place or time of an action and is accomplished
by the movement of the main verb to the end of the clause, cf. (26):

(25) Jiobén-t i’-b li’ Jemin  jilot-0
drunk-PART not-PR3  go.CNEG.IND more water-INF

‘One must not give a drunk more to drink.’

(26) Mii SOna-s i-b la’ krgip-06 vots-o.
else-GEN sauna-INE not-PR go.CNEG.IND scables look for-INF

‘In someone else’s sauna, one must not look for scables.”*

Moreover, clauses with the topicalized object often undergo simpli-
fication and the experiencer and other adverbials undergo ellipsis in-
asmuch as the contextual and/or extralinguistic conditions allow it.
The same is true for clauses beginning with the experiencer in the
dative, cf. (27) where in voido kilgo there has remained nothing that
could undergo further simplification.

(27) La-b void-6 kilg-6.
20-3SG  keep-INF side-ILL

‘One must keep aside.’

A conditional form of the verb /i’dé in an affirmative clause usu-
ally expresses a recommendation for an action, while in a negative
clause it is a recommendation against it. A clause beginning with the
experiencer is then first of all a recommendation given for a certain
experiencer, cf. (28). When the experiencer has undergone ellipsis, the
clause is potentially a more general recommendation to perform an
action (29). In a clause with a topicalized object or a topicalized
adverbial of time or place, the attention is focused on the object, place,

4 This proverb should be understood as meaning that no guest should criticize the host’s
home.
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or time. Clauses with no topicalized adverbial or object begin with the
auxiliary verb and tend to be as short as possible, cf. (30) —(31):

(28) Td’'mm-on  ld’-ks letkiel-do opp-0.
he-DAT go-CND.3  Latvian language-PART learn-INF
‘He should learn the Latvian language.’

(29) Sie-da li@’-ks kuigid valmo-ks s0-do.
this-PART  go-CND.3  somehow ready-INL  get-INF

‘It should get ready somehow.’

(30) Lé’-ks kappilt-0 mo-do.
20-CND.3  hoe-INF land-PART
‘One should hoe land.’

(31) Lé’-ks 1d’-do.

¢o-CND.3  go-INF
‘One should go.’

There is an interesting case where instead of the main verb kit
‘say, tell’, it is its auxiliary that takes the infinitive form after /d ks:

(32) Vana irg-on motl-o.
oldNOM  begin-ACT.PAST.PPLE  think-INF

ku a’-b ld’-ks vol-da  kit-on.
that not-3SG go-CNEG.CND  be-INF tell-ACT.PAST.PLE

“The old person began to think that he should not have told anything.’

There are no formal reasons not to use the auxiliary in the quo-
tative, imperative, and jussive mood, but there are no known examples
of'it.

5. Vélda and Ilido in constructions of obligation and duty

In Livonian, the verb vdlda fulfills mostly the same existential role
as the English verb o be and the verb /ido approximately the same
role as the English verbs shall and will. In constructions of duty or
obligation, and necessity, forms of the verbs vélda and lidé are
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auxiliaries used (a) with the debitive form of the supine and (b) with
the passive present participle form of the main verb.’

5.1. Volda with the debitive supine

Depending on the main function of the debitive supine, construc-
tions with finite forms of volda express mostly inevitable or moral
obligations or experiences. This construction is used with the verb
volda in the indicative, cf. (33—(37) and (40)—(41), in the conditional,
cf. (38)—(39) and (40), in the jussive (43), and in the quotative (44).
The experiencer, when made explicit, occurs in such constructions in
the dative case, cf. (31) — (37).

(33) Jegai'd-on u’m kanda-maost ents 7ist-0.
everyone-DAT  be.3SG carry-SUP.DEB  self. GEN cross-PART
‘Everyone has to carry his cross.’

(34) Si'nn-on a’-b io vota-most
you-DAT  no-PR  be.CNEG.IND take-SUP.DEB

viga-ks mi'n 50 'n-di.
amiss-INL LGEN  word-PL.PART

“You don’t have to take my words amiss.’

(35) Ste-n u’m su’gg-omaost.
this-DAT be-3SG  happen-SUP.DEB
‘It is to happen.’

(36) Vada-n vo’l vo’l-maost vela.
seine-DAT  be.3SG.PAST  be-SUP.DEB loose. NOM

‘A seine had to be loose.’

5 Both types (a) and (b) were first described in Wiedemann 1861a: 161, 163—164 as
Verbum debitivum. This term covered constructions of obligation and duty with the
auxiliaries volda and lido probably because constructions with other verbs had
remained unnoticed. Another important difference between the 1861 grammar and the
present description is that instead of forms ending in -mdst and -6mdst, which are here
classified as debitive forms of the supine, in 1861 forms ending in -mist and -imist
were reported.
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(37 Td'mm-on i’z iio mit  sugid
he-DAT no.PAST be.CNEG.IND no bit

tapa-most tiioiz-ta.
kill-SUP.DEB other-PART

‘He did not have to kill another person at all.’

(38) Si’'mn-on vol-ks sie-da tieda-maost.
thou-DAT  be-CND.3SG  this-PART  be-SUP.DEB
“You should have to know this.’

(39) Mid’dd-on vol-ks vo-nd
everyone-DAT  be-CND. be-ACT.PAST.PPLE

dtsmideg-ost manga-mast.
whatever-PART  play-SUP.DEB

‘We should have had to play whatever.’
In sentences beginning with the experiencer, the object, when pre-
sent, is in the partitive case, cf. (33), (34), (37)—~(39). For the topi-
calized object, there is an example of the genitive object too, cf. (41).

As the experiencer adverb has undergone ellipsis, (40) may represent a
hint at somebody, (41) at an order, and (42) at a proposal.

(40)  Sie-da u'm tr’e-mast pit ’do-ks.
this-PART has.3SG  do-SUP.DEB clean-TRL

‘One has to clean it.’

(41) Selliz-t  motko-d u’'m pa’n-most a’ig-ol.
such-PL  thought-PL  be.3SG  put-SUP.DEB  side-ALL

‘Such thoughts are to be put aside.’
(42) Laps-ta vol-ks riSto-most.
child-PART be-CND.3SG  christen-SUP.DEB
‘A child should be christened.’
It is to be noted that not all adverbials in the dative are experiencer

adverbials. In (43), it is the indirect object in the dative that is topi-
calized, the experiencer adverbial having undergone ellipsis:
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(43) Umal-d-on u'm pa’n-most maiskoli,
hop-PL-DAT be.3SG  put-SUP.DEB  pole.PL.PART
la’z  ne voi-go-d a’il-o i’lzpédon.
let they NOM  may-JUS-PL twine.INF upwards

‘For hops, one must install polesb in order that they could twine
upwards.’

In (44), the modifying phrase of the underlying object is topi-
calized, while both the underlying object and experiencer have under-
gone ellipsis:

(44)  Piski-n vol-dso u'm opat-6most
Small-ESS®  be-GER  be.3Sg  teach-SUP.DEB

u'n vald-6most.
and control-SUB.DEB

‘When being small, one must teach and rule it.’

In (45), the subordinate clause expresses the purpose of the action
described in the main clause:

(45) Ne’i  voll-i sbida-most, al-go
So be-QUO  row-SUP.DEB not-JUS

vada md’d-og Jjara.
dragnet NOM  get mussed-JUS completely

“So it was reported to row in order for the dragnet not to get tangled up.’
In (46), by contrast, it is the action expressed by the main clause

that makes a necessary precondition for the action expressed by the
debitive construction:

(46) Ma asta-b si'n jalga-d
LNOM step-PR.1  you.GEN.SG  foot-GEN.PL
pa-1o, la’z vol-ko dantSomaost.
on-ALL et be-JUS.SG dance-SUP.DEB

‘I am stepping on your feet to be dancing.’

6  piskin is not a shortened variant of piskizon but an adverbalized petrified essive case
form of the adjective piski *small’.
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Although the debitive form of the supine is mostly and traditio-
nally used with the verbs volda and lido (cf. 4.2), there are cases
where the auxiliary verb has undergone ellipsis and the debitive supine
is left, e.g.

(47)  La’-most peisl-om lem-dma Jjii'r-o.
go-SUP.DEB  warm-SUP.ILL warmth-mother. GEN  to-ILL
‘One has to go to warm oneself to the mother of warmth.’

Note that sentence (47), in addition to the ellipsis of the auxiliary

verb, also replaces the usual East Livonian form [&'mdst with the
innovational debitive form /G ‘mést’.

5.2. Vélda with the present passive participle

In (48) and (49) the main verb is in the form of the present passive
participle. In (48), there is an adverbial in the dative but in (49) the
experiencer has undergone ellipsis:

(48) Si’'nn-on u’m ste-do-b se léba.
thou-DAT  be.3SG  eat-PSS-PR.PLE this NOM bread. NOM

‘For you, this bread is to eat.’

(49) Voi translativ ja komitativ a’-b
whether translative NOM and be-CNEG-CND.3PL not-PR.3

vol-ks-to ’dint-0b 7’d-0 notkom-6?
be.CNEC-CND-3PL  unite-PSS.PR.PLE one-ILL case-ILL.SG

‘Whether translative and comitative were not to be united into one
case?’

7 The three debitive forms lé'médst of 1d’'dé ‘to go’, ké’mdst of ki’dé ‘to walk’, and
nemést of nd’dé ‘to see’ have obviously arisen from the partitive singular forms
le’mizt, ké’mizt, and némizt of the action names /é’mi ‘going’, ké’mi ‘walking’, and
némi ‘seeing’ of the corresponding verbs. In these action names, the long vowel é
results from the historical raising of the vowels *d and *& in the first syllable before
the vowel *i in the second syllable. Later in East Livonian, the vowel i of the partitive
forms of verbal nouns has been replaced by 6. In West and Ira Livonian constructions
of obligation and duty, i was not replaced by ¢ and thus in these dialects there is no
special debitive form; instead,in corresponding constructions the partitive case form of
verbal nouns is still used. On the other hand, the form /G ’'mdst in (47) is a hitherto
unnoticed case of paradigmatic leveling of supine stems in East Livonian, cf. other
supine forms i 'mé, Id 'més, ld 'most, 1d 'moks of the verb 14 ’do.
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In both cases the main verb is represented by the present passive
participle of a transitive verb and both sentences have undergone pas-
sivization, i.e. in addition to the morphological change of a verb form
of an underlying active sentence or clause into the corre-sponding
passive participle, also the subject is either changed into an adverbial
or dropped so that the direct object can become the subject. The sen-
tence (48) is similar to to the Finnish sentence Sinun on syétivd se
leipd ‘Y ou must eat this bread” where sinun is the experiencer in gen-
itive. Still (48) can also be considered the topicalized version of the
underlying Se léba u’m si’nnon siedob ‘This bread is for you to eat’,
being derived according to the following scheme:

¥ Z , P B L -
‘Se leba‘u m‘sz nnon‘szdeob/ > Si’nnon u’m sideob se leba

5.2. Lido with debitive supine

The verb [/ido expresses existence or action in the future. Accord-
ingly, the verb /id6 with the debitive supine refers to future obligations
or duties. There are no examples of the use of the construction in the
conditional mood.

(50) Md'dd-on  kord  Ii-b anda-maost
we-DAT time  have to-3SG  give-SUP.DEB

vastiks-t i’l ste.
liability-PART for this.GEN

‘In time, we shall bear liability for this.’
(51) Sie-da 1o 'vz-t-on li-ji ka’idlo-maést.
this-PART  people-PL-DAT  have to-QUO.SG regret-SUP.DEB

‘People are reported to have to regret it in the future.’

6. Vélda and Iido in constructions of necessity

In a necessity construction, it is the adverb vajdg ‘necessary’ that
carries the idea of necessity while the verb forms function as auxilia-
ries. In principle, a necessity construction presupposes the existence of
a necessary object or action that is expressed as the object of the
sentence, if present.
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6.1. Vilda + vajig

Most often, a necessity construction begins with an experiencer
adverbial in the dative, cf. (52) and (53). Such sentences signal that
somebody or something is in need of something that is presented in
the form of the object in partitive after the predicate:

(52) Mi'nn-on u’m vajag 10 ‘rmi-di.
I-DAT be.3SG  necessary acorns-PL.PART
‘For me acorns are necessary.’
(53) Masin-on u’m vajag jovv-0 woftimiz-t.
machine-DAT  be.3SG  necessary good-PART caring-PART
‘For the machine, good care is necessary.’
For a topicalized object, the purpose or properties of a necessary
object (or a number of necessary objects) have been presented by
means of one or several adverbials. In both (54) and (55), the object in

genitive (the so-called total object) hints at a prototypical object with
characteristic purpose or properties:

54) Sie vo’] vajag ko uriz tutkam-oks.
this. GEN. be.3SG.PAST necessary crooked.GEN hook-INL

‘It needed to end up crooked.’

(55) Vastitks vo’l vajag uks oik-on.
staple. GEN  be.3SG.PAST necessary door.GEN hook-DAT

‘A staple was needed for the door hook.’

In (56), the topicalized object in partitive (the so-called partial
object) hints at an occasional or temporarily needed object:

(56) Sie-da mi’nn-6n u’m vajag mi'n  Ijja. pierdst.
this-PART I-DAT  be.3SG. necessary I.GEN boat.GEN for

“This is necessary for me for my boat.’

In (57) where no experiencer is specified and the object is in geni-
tive, there is a principal need for a hitherto non-existing object:
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57 Um vajag spetsial  skiiol lu’gdob-ronto.
be.3SG. necessary special school. GEN readable-book.GEN

‘A special school reader is necessary.’

In (58), a proverb, in the coordinate clause with a topicalized
adverbial of time, the experiencer can be recovered from the main
clause, cf. perimiez ‘master’. On the other hand, the absence of the
grammatical object in both clauses means that the sentence is true for
any suitable real object:

(58) Id pdva perimiez i’-b maotlo,
one-GEN day.GEN master.NOM not-3SG think. CNEG.SG

ku mipo ka Ii-b vajag.
that tomorrow also will be-3SG necessary

A man of one day does not think that tomorrow it will also be
necessary’.

7. Underlying patterns of constructions of obligation, duty and
necessity and their background

On the basis of the discussion and examples presented, it is pos-
sible to come to a general list of constructions of obligation, duty, and
necessity. In compiling the list the following premises are taken into
account: (1) a construction of obligation and duty includes a expe-
riencer, an auxiliary verb, and an infinite form of a main verb, notably
either an infinitive, a supine or a participle; (2) a construction of
necessity includes an experiencer, an auxiliary verb with the adverb
vajag, and an object; (3) in addition, in principle, the auxiliary verb
may have more modifiers, e.g. adverbials of time, place, manner, and
purpose, and similarly, the main verb may have its modifiers, e. g. the
object and adverbials. The experiencer is in the nominative case and in
the role of the subject only in some constructions with the verb pidim
‘must’ / pidiks ‘should be’.

Actually, in a clause, most potential modifiers, including the expe-
riencer, can be dropped when earlier mentioned, otherwise unim-
portant or avoided. On the other hand, modifiers can be topicalized.
Usually, when present, the experiencer is topicalized. When an object
is topicalized, either (a) the object is moved before the experiencer,
(b) the experiencer is moved to the end of the clause (our data show
no other adverbials in the clause), or (c) the experiencer is dropped.
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When some other adverbial is topicalized, the experiencer is either
moved to the end of the clause or, mostly, dropped. Hence, the pos-
sible occurrences of clauses with constructions of obligation, duty,
and necessity can be seen as representing the following nuclear con-
structions:

pidim / pidiks
1.1. experiencer.NOM + pidim / pidiks + supine.ILL
1.2. experiencer.NOM + pidim + participle. ACT.PAST
1.3. experiencer.NOM + pidim / pidiks + infinitive
1.4. experiencer.DAT + pidim / pidiks + supine.ILL
1.5. experiencer.DAT + pidim / pidiks + infinitive
tilda
2.1. experiencer.DAT + tulab + infinitive
lido
3.1. experiencer.DAT + Id’b / leks / 1 ks + infinitive
volda / lido
4.1. experiencer.DAT + u’m / vo’[ | volks | volks vond | volli | la’z volko | +
supine.DEB
4.2. experiencer.DAT + u’m / volks + passive present participle
4.3. experiencer.DAT + [ib / ltks / [;ji + supine.DEB
volda / lido
5.1. experiencer.DAT + u’m/ vol / volks / volli + vajag + object
5.2. experiencer.DAT +/ [ib / liks / liji + vajag + (object. GEN)

Livonian constructions with pidim and pidiks differ from corre-
sponding constructions in other Finnic languages first of all by having
two possible forms of the main verb.

Address
Tiit-Rein Viitso
Institute of Estonian and General Linguistics
University of Tartu
Jakobi 2
51014 Tartu, Estonia
E-mail: tiit-rein.viitso@ut.ee

Abbreviations
ACT — active, ALL — allative, CNEG — negative converb, CND —

conditional mood, GEN — genitive, DAT — dative, DEB — debitive,
ILL — illative, IND — indicative, INE — inessive INL — instrumental,
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JUS — jussive, NEG - negative, NOM - nominative, PART -
partitive, PAST — past, PL — plural, PP — participle, PR — present,
PSS — passive, QUO — quotative, SUP — supine
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Kokkuvéte. Tiit-Rein Viitso: Sundi, kohustust ja vajadust viljen-
davad konstruktsioonid liivi keeles. Liivi keeles viljendatakse sundi,
kohustust ja vajadust peamiselt tarinditega, mille koostisse kuulub abiverbide
pidim ‘pidada (kindel koneviis)’ ja pidiks ‘peaks’, tilda ‘tulla’, Id’do
‘minna’, vélda ‘olla’ ja lido ‘leeda’ finiitvorm. Tarindite suur hulk taandub
kiimnele alusmallile, millel on kolm komponenti: (a) kas nominatiivne
kogejaalus voi daativne kogejamédrus (mis vOib esineda koos koigi
abiverbidega), (b) Oeldisabiverb ning (c) peaverbi infinitiiv,
supiinivorm vo0i kesksdna vOi siis maiédrsdona vajag ‘vaja’ koos
sihitisnoomeniga.

Mirksonad: liivi keel, sund, kohustus, vajadus, kogeja, kogejamaérus
daativis
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Kubbovétami. Tiit-Rein Viitso. Vottod ja pialopandod tiedobod ja
vajagomod ulzokitomi Iivo Kiels6. Livo kielsdo sgbdd vottdd ja
paldpanddd tieddbod ja vajagdmdod ulzd kitdd paazalistdz
konstruktsijd abkoks, kuna kiilobdod abtiemizsdnad pidim ja pidiks,
tulda, 1ddo, volda ja lidé ndtkijid formdd. Konstruktsijd str lug sgb
litintdd 1dtuoistdn alizeitdks pald, mingiztdn um kuolm komponentd:
(a) kandatiji subjekt nominativs aga kandatiji objekt dativs, (b)
predikatabtiemizsdna, (c) pétiemizsdona infinitiv, supin form aga
vaitsona aga siz advérb vajag objektazasonaks.





