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Abstract. In Livonian, there is a small set of word forms denoting locality or time and
answering the questions where? and when?, and can be considered forms of the essive
case on the basis of their case endings just as similar forms in other Finnic languages.
The article studies these forms and related forms of the lative, sublative, and excessive
case forms, answering the questions to where? to when?, and from where? from when?,
and their history. In addition, word forms formally identical with the dative forms but
used as adverbials of state are as forms of essive extracted from the dative, and their
usage types are identified.
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1. Introduction

The use of the Livonian essive case is studied below as it was used
by the Livonians in the coast villages of the northern tip of the Courland
peninsula of Latvia. There is a small set of words marking locality or
time that can be simply identified as essive forms, most such words
are adverbs or postpositions. About ten such forms have characteristic
endings, other essive forms, as recognized on the basis of other Finnic
languages, are formally identical with dative case forms. In addition, the
dative as a unique case in the Finnic space, alongside the dative geni-
tive of Finnish, has been the most problematic case for a very long time
and, therefore, the problem of the existence of the Livonian essive has
been overshadowed by the problems of the dative and dative genitive. In
Livonian, ironically, very little of the historical essive is clearly different
from the Livonian dative. For this reason, this article is an attempt to
extract the essive from the dative by virtue of its non-dative functions.
Formally, this attempt is supported by a few contrastive morphological
pairs such as dative kuo’ddon ‘to home’ vs. essive kuo’nno ‘at home’
and dative 6’dogon ‘to the evening’ vs. essive 6’don ‘in/on the evening’
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as well as the knowledge that in all other Finnic languages instances
where the essive is somewhat better observable are rare.

1.1. Data

The source of most of the examples is the underlying database of
the Livonian-Estonian-Latvian dictionary (Viitso and Ernstreits 2012).
Examples use the Standard Livonian orthography' as established by the
Livonian Language Conference held in Ir& (Mazirbe) in March 1996,
except that here open ¢ is extracted from mid o (in the earlier ortho-
graphy open ¢ was rendered as @) and the broken tone is indicated by
an apostrophe; the tone is not added to data from the 19th century.
Standard Livonian is based on East Livonian.

1.2. The Livonian case system

The number of cases in Livonian is problematic, as is characteristic
of languages where adverbs and postpositions have case endings and
case endings often have been the result of onetime suffix piling or
permit optional suffix piling.

The standard inventory of nominal cases contains twelve cases. The
first eight cases can be regularly formed from most nouns, adjectives,
numerals, and pronouns.

The nominative is, first of all, the case of the telic (or total) subject
and predicative, but it occurs also as the vocative, and forms adverbials
of time. The genitive is the case of the possessor and the telic (or total)
object, the partitive that of the atelic (or partial) object. In addition
to expressing the atelicity of a subject or an object, the partitive case
expresses a separate part of a whole or an entity in certain phrases,
e.g., in kabal leibo ‘piece of bread’ where leib-6 is the partitive of /eba
‘bread’.

1 The Livonian orthography uses letters with a macron to render long vowels and letters
with the Latvian (comma-shaped) cedilla (d, /, n, 1, ) to render palatalized consonants.
The letters ¢ and o render respectively high and mid central vowels. The orthography
follows the East Livonian pronunciation.

2 The open ¢ either comes (a) from an earlier long *a or (b) from a lengthened short *a
and, therefore, often participates in the morphophonemic alternation a : ¢; the long
mid o results from lengthening of the short first component o of the former weak grade
diphthong ou and often participates in the morphophonemic alternation ou : o.
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Resulting from the loss of the former genitive ending *-n and
depending on the declension type of the nominal (i.e., of nouns, adjec-
tives, numerals, and pronouns), a frequent overlapping of nominative
and genitive forms occurs. In plural, only personal and demonstrative
pronouns have different nominative and genitive forms. The partitive
case, as developed from the former separative case in *-ta/*-td , or *-tA
in shorthand, is represented by a set of endings that vary depending on
the stem type; in addition, it has participated in the formation of the
elative, ablative, and excessive endings.

All other cases are, first of all, adverbial cases of nominals (nouns,
adjectives, numerals, pronouns) and of some adverbs, postpositions, and
prepositions. The dative case is used primarily for expressing a recipient
or beneficiary, owner, or source, which in other Finnic languages would
be expressed using the allative, adessive, and ablative. This makes the
Livonian dative case unique in the Finnic space. Its endings are -n and
-on. There have been attempts to include some other cases in the dative,
so the essive case has also been included in the dative.

The instrumental case arose from the merger of the translative and
comitative. In some noun types, at least potentially, the translative and
comitative forms still can be differentiated (e.g., naizoks ‘for the wife’
vs. naizkoks ‘with the wife’, siroks pi’'nnoks ‘[grows] into a big dog’ vs.
sur pi'nkoks ‘with a big dog’, vabaks moks ‘[becomes] a free country’
vs. vaba mokoks ‘with a free country’). In the dative and instrumental,
an adjectival complement of a noun is in the genitive, and the adjective
receives the dative or instrumental ending mostly only in case of ellipsis
of the head noun and, rarely, when specially emphasized. In translative
phrases, the adjective mostly agrees with the noun in case.

The illative, inessive, and elative, on one hand, and the allative,
adessive, and ablative, on the other hand, form triads of Finnic so-called
interior and exterior local cases, where the three members of a triad,
respectively, denote (a) a change or movement to a certain place, time,
or state, (b) existing in or belonging to a place, time, or state, and (c)
departure or start from a place, time, or state. As in Livonian, the most
essential original functions of the allative, adessive, and ablative have
been moved to the dative, the use of these three cases is now restricted
to farmstead names, certain village names, place-names ending in mg,
to a few nouns (and their adjectival attributes), e.g., m¢ ‘land, country’,
ot ‘church service’, a’b ‘help’, ke’z ‘hand’, kora ‘herd’, mora ‘berry’,
suoda ‘war’, upd ‘horse fetter’, and to some adverbs and postpositions.
In Livonian, the allative, adessive, and ablative have no plural forms.
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The instructive case form expresses regulation of activity by items
(jalgin ‘on foot’), or of amount by units or number (jagin ‘in install-
ments’, pivapavin ‘on Sundays’, metrin ‘by meters’, nddilin ‘by weeks’,
kuolmin ‘in threes’, tit'ontip ‘in thousands; by thousands’). Instructive
case forms are pluralic.

The abessive case is a standard case of the supine (siemdt “‘without
eating’, pie’zzomot ‘without washing’), but it has been extremely rarely
used with nouns because the prepositional phrase with the noun in
abessive singular has been mostly replaced by the similar phrase with
the noun in partitive singular (i/mo rQ't6 > ilmé ry’d6 ‘without money”).

The lative, essive, and excessive cases capture a sparse set of noun,
adjective, adverb, and postposition forms that, similarly to interior and
exterior case forms, denote (a) a change or move to a certain place,
time, or state, (b) existing in or belonging to a place, time, or state, and
(c) departure or start from a place, time, or state, but as a rule do not
make morphologically regular triads with each other.

Note that the lative® is actually a traditional cover term for several
directional forms of adverbs or postpositions, ending first of all in *-,
*_s, or *-n, the latter of which has served also as a component in the
endings of the illative (*-sen > -z6 ~ -0z ~ -6) and allative (*-len > -10 ~
-1).

The essive case is used to indicate belonging to or acting in a certain
state or position. The essive ending as the former locative case suffix is
the second component of the inessive and adessive endings (*-snAd > -sa
~ -0 ~ -s and *-In4 > -10 ~ -I) and the first component of the excessive
ending (*-ntA > -nda). In addition, it is possible that the essive ending is
etymologically connected with the suffix -nna or -nne of such adverbs
as Livonian #Gné ‘(to) here’ and siné ~siné ‘(to) there’, cf. also Estonian
tinna, sinna; Lude t’dnnd, Sinna; Veps t’dnna, sinna; East Votic and
Hevaha Ingrian tdnnec, sinneG; Finnish tdnne, sinne; where the nna-
forms may be older and nne(k)-forms are probably innovational having
added an extra lative suffix *-(e)k to *-nnA. Such forms are sometimes
extracted from other lative forms as sublative forms. The list of subla-
tive adverbs is longest in Finnish (cf. Hakulinen 2000: 229; MOK
138). The essive case serves as a non-etymological center of several
locational and temporal triads.

3 In Finnic, the term /ative is used for counterparts of the historical case endings *-k,
*-n, *-s that refer to the point of arrival.
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The excessive* case is most tightly connected with the essive case
applied to nouns and adverbs used in the essive (kuo'ndo ‘from home’,
tagand ‘from behind’). It expresses removal from a point.

Although lative, essive, and excessive forms are formally close to
corresponding members of interior and exterior local cases, in everyday
usage, they do not form regular triads of case forms comparable to
triads of interior and exterior local cases. There is one single triad of
a stem occurring in a lative, essive, and excessive form, cf. kuodaj :
kuo’nné : kuo’ndo(st) in Table 1, but even in this case the ‘where-to’ case
form ending does not share a component with the corresponding essive
and excessive endings.

It is to be noted that because of the low functional load of some
case forms there has been (a) a tendency towards the adverbaliza-
tion of noun forms and, optionally, (b) a tendency of adding to sepa-
rative, ablative, and excessive forms of adverbs and postpositions an
additional elative case ending -st or -dst (aldo > aldost ‘from below’,
i’ldo > i’ldost ‘from above’, pdldo > pdldaost ‘from the top of, from the
upper side or surface of”, pitoldé > piioldost ‘from the side of”, séd’ldo ~
sdld > sé’ldost ‘from there’, uldé > uldost ‘from (the) outside’ ; sizald >
sizaldost ‘from (the) inside’, va’ild ~ va’ildo > va’ildost ‘from between’;
kuo’ndo ~ kuo’ndost ‘from home’, tagand ~ tagandost ‘from behind’).>
In view of the fact that in the Salats (in Latvian Salaca, in German
Salis) Livonian dictionary (Winkler and Pajusalu 2009) one can find
six correspondences for the eleven Courland items presented above,
cf. alt > altest ‘von unten’, pdld > pdldest ~ pdiltest ~ pdildst ‘von oben’,
sdld ~ sdeld ~ sélt ~ sélt > séiltest ‘von da, daher’, vaeltest ‘aus, aus der
Mitte, zwischen ... weg’, kontest ‘von zu Hause’, tagantest “von hinten’,
and, in addition, velentest ‘von aullen her, weit’, which is a parallel of
the above Courland ulddst. Similarly, an extra lative suffix -z ~ -6z can

4 Volmari Porkka may have been the first linguist to consider the excessive a case in his
dissertation (Porkka 1885: 64, 67), at the same time he avoided speaking about cases
or case endings when presenting adverbs and postpositions (128—129). Paul Ariste was
the first linguist who turned his attention to this case in his grammar of the Votic
language (Ariste 1948: 37-38 (in Estonian), Ariste 1968: 32 (in English) and also in
other Finnic languages (Ariste 1960). This led to Tauno Sdrkka’s dissertation (Sdrkka
1969). The term excessive was adapted to Finnish as eksessiivi following the example
of adapting, in 1642, the Latin word excessus as eksessi (Jussila 1998:38). In this cen-
tury, some modern Finnish linguists who never read Ariste or the handbook of Arvo
Laanest 1982 have misanalyzed the Finnish term as exessive.

5 Such so-called suffix accumulation due to the fading of former case endings actually
provides proof for the necessity of clear case endings in postpositions in languages
with rich case systems.
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be added optionally to disyllabic illative forms of nouns (moizoz ‘to the
manor’; in such cases adding the suffix makes the form different from
the otherwise identical partitive form cf. moizo) as well as to disyllabic
inessive or adessive forms of some adverbs and postpositions (pdloz
‘on’, sd’loz ‘there’) .

Table 1 presents an overview of the usage and functions of cases in
Livonian.

Table 1. Livonian cases and their functions

CASE ENDING |SINGU- PLURAL | FUNCTIONS OR
LAR TRANSLATION
1. Nominative |— jovake’z  |jovad [telic subject],
kddid [predicative]
2. Genitive - jovaki'd |jovad [possessor attribute],
kadad [telic object],
[complement of
postpositions]
3. Partitive -da -ta jO'vvo kita |jo vdi [atelic subject], [atelic
-do -t0 -0 ke’zzi object]
4. Dative -n -on jova jovad to, at [recipient],
kd’ddon kddiidon | [beneficiary]; from
[source]
5. Instrumental |-ks -0ks  |jova jovad with [instrument]; to
-koks kd’'dkoks | kddudoks |[goal]; [deadline]
6. Illative -z0 -6 -z |j6'vé jO Vi into [local]; to [goal]
kd’ddo keziz
7. Inessive -sd -so -s | jovas jO V§i in [location]
kd’dso kezis
8. Elative -std -sté | jovast jO Vsti from [local; time];
-st kd 'dsto kezist about [source]
9. Allative -lo-1-0l |jo'vvol 3 ‘to the right hand’
kd’ddol [direction]
10. Adessive |- -0l joval B ‘on the right hand’
kd’ddol [location]
11. Ablative -1d6 -ld  |jovald B ‘from the right hand’
-old -ldost | ki ’ddold [source]
12. Instructive |-in -in 3 sadin ‘by hundreds of pairs’
porin [manner]; [amount]
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CASE ENDING |SINGU- PLURAL | FUNCTIONS OR
LAR TRANSLATION

13. Abessive  |-10 -t ro 'to - ‘without money’

14. Lative -j -z *k | kuodaj ‘[to] home’ [direction]
*_p -

15. Essive -nd -né -n | kuo’nné B ‘at home’ [local]; on
-on [time]; [state]

16. Excessive |-nd6 -nd | kuo’ndé(st) ‘from home’ [source]
-ond -
-ndost

1.3. Dative

According to Wiedemann 1861: 74—75, the use of dative forms in

Livonian has been classified into three non-intersecting types on the
basis of the similar use of the dative in other languages:

@

(b)

©

dative forms are used with the same verbs as the corresponding
dative forms in German (anda 0bizén ~ ébizton vietd, niemon ~
niemddon aindi ‘give water to the horse ~ horses, hay to the
cow ~ cows’; paint laskiz ne lambod sudiidon jera siedo ‘herd.
NoM abandon-psT.3sG this.PL.GEN sheep-PL.GEn wolf-PL-DAT away
eat-INF’ = ‘the herd abandoned these sheep for wolves to eat’);
dative forms corresponding to the Latin so-called dativus commodi
et incommodi and dativus ethicus and expressed in German as
dative forms with the preposition fiir ‘for’ (se um mi’nnén lilam
‘it is hard for me’);

the occurrence of the noun with the actual or imaginable verb
‘to be’ in all Finnic languages corresponding to the German verb
haben (vollon um appon maka ‘the beer has a sour taste’).

On the other hand, the conclusion has been made that in Livonian

little remained of the essive, except kougon ‘far’, kuonno ‘at home’,
kuna ‘when’, and tagan ‘behind’ (Wiedemann 1861: 80—81).

Lauri Kettunen (1938: XLI, 1947: 59) has treated a series of forms

corresponding “also to the Finnish essive” as forms of the “dative-loca-
tive”. He equated the old locative ending in *-na (as in Finnish kotona

6

The examples are selected from those presented by Wiedemann, while the glossing is
mine.



152 Tiit-Rein Viitso

‘at home’, kaukana ‘far’, takana ‘after, behind’ and Livonian kougon
‘far’ and tagan’ ‘after, behind’) with the Finnish essive as in eifoona ‘in
the evening’ and Livonian 6’don, and further with the Livonian dative
and Finnish dative genitive, and even supposed that in Courland Livo-
nian the dative case stems from the locative in *-n4. As a result of
this connection, the dative case — Kettunen called it LOCATIVE-ESSIVE —
includes all case forms of nominals, adverbs, and postpositions ending
in -n, which, at least pedagogically, is a good approximation for students
but no solution for the problems of its inclusion into case system. At
the same time, Kettunen never stopped believing in the reality of the
essive in Livonian. In his last book (Kettunen 1960: 180), he presented
examples of four types of uses of the essive. In fact, even the existence
of some excessive case forms derived from such dative-like essive case
forms is a strong argument for the truth of his belief.

Paul Alvre (1974) analyzed Kettunen’s theory concerning the origin
of the dative case from the locative also using data from other Finnic
languages. He rejected the theory, kept the locative and essive apart
from the dative, and argued for the origin of the dative from the lative
*-n ~*-n. Perhaps Alvre’s main idea is correct but otherwise his attempt
failed.

A short list of the functions of the essive was presented in Viitso
2008: 328, and both the essive and excessive were listed among
Livonian cases in the Livonian-Estonian-Latvian dictionary (Viitso and
Ernstreits 2012: 394).

Nobufumi Inaba’s important study (2015) of the roots of the Finnish
dative genitive on the basis of data from five languages also includes
a thorough study of the Livonian (both Courland and Salats Livonian)
dative and a discussion of earlier studies of the dative and necessive
constructions of Livonian, notably Halling 1996a, 1996b, Viitso 2014,
and Wilchli 2000. He has turned his attention also to Kettunen’s identi-
fication of certain Livonian dative forms as counterparts of the Finnish
essive forms and he has even found in Kettunen’s dictionary an example
of an unknown essive construction type not listed even by Kettunen
(lapson voldso instead of the general ablative construction lapsold
voldsé ‘being a child’). Inaba’s reproof to Kettunen is that Kettunen
does not seem to have noticed that his examples actually concern a

7 The form tagdn occurred in West Livonian and Tra. In East Livonian, mostly fagd
was used. Probably both fagan and taga resulted from different mergers of the essive
form *takana and lative form *takak, cf. Finnish takana and taa ~ taakse. Still, in the
literary language the two forms have been differentiated.
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construction-based nominal verb form (Inaba 2015: 154). Of course
Inaba is correct — modifiers of nominal verb forms in a language are
construction-bound and their functions and even meanings depend on
and vary according to construction type. He has established six types
of constructions with dative-like forms that can be identified as essive
forms. At any rate, the study of the Livonian dative by him is a great
success in Livonian studies, and section 4.4.6 on the predicative of Livo-
nian verb nominals fills to a great extent the lacunae that are needed to
establish the roles of the essive and dative.

The dative-locative or, in other words, the dative, works satis-
factorily as a pedagogical solution for morphological patterning of
Livonian case forms. However, this solution results in ascribing to the
dative some important atypical functions whose scope is not yet clear.
Below an attempt is made to extract the essive from the dative just for
the purposes of a case study.

2. Essive

Kettunen has defined a list of locative and essive forms as dative
forms. Such lists must be either accepted or refuted. Although Kettunen
has ignored the problem of the part of speech of members of the list, I
still suppose that the forms (a) kuodaj, kuo’nno, kuo’ndo belong to the
paradigm of the noun kuo’d. These are the necessary data:

(1) Kila 70 vzt VI-Z-t0 Ants kitol-6n
village.GEN people-pL  take-psT-3PL  Ants.GEN  die-PR.PLE
leja ti’m ent§ kuoda-j.
flesh.ceN  he.GEN self.GEN home-LAT

“Village people took the dead body of Ants to his own home.’

(2) Mdid  kuo’mné  vo'l-to ruja-d boka-d-oks.
We.GEN  home.Ess  be.psT-3pL  sick-pL.NoM  smallpox-PL-INL

‘At our home, there were people sick with smallpox.’
3) ks risting vo’| kog-in aig-o
one.NOM person.NoM be.psT.3sG long time-INv  time.PRT

kuo-ndé  jara.
home-Exc  away

‘A person was a long time away from home.’
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Here (1) is an example of the lative form of ‘home’ with two
pronominal attributes and (2) is the corresponding essive form with a
pronominal attribute. (3) is an example of the excessive case form with a
postposition; in this case, instead of a postposition, the adverb jarandoz
also can be used as an independent adverbial. These three examples
show that these are three unique forms of this noun, as both attributes
and postpositions obligatorily require a head noun. A case ending of
nominals is also a case ending of adverbs and postpositions occurring
in a similar function or position.

The need to use non-temporal and non-spatial essive forms in
everyday life has been small, most known examples are from the New
Testament where these are used in necessive and permissive construc-
tions in lists of full essive forms. On the other hand, in a less formal
usage only the last item of such lists is in the essive, while the preceding
forms are in the genitive. This feature is shared with Estonian but found
only in Wiedemann 1861b: 332, cf. (4), glossed for the present issue:

(4) Sinn-on  tuli-b 0igiz ja vaga-n vuol-da.
thou-par  come-3sG  honest.GEN and pious-Ess be-INF

“You have to be honest and pious.’

Similarly, the adjectival attribute is in the genitive before a head in
the essive (cf. Kettunen 1960: 180), so such a non-agreement is old and
systematic and not conditioned by language degeneration:

(5) Si'nn-on  um jova laps-on  vo’'l-most.
thou-par  be.3sG  good.GEN child-Ess be-sup.DEB

“You must be a good child.’

A still older case of non-agreement is the phrase jega tuoiz pdvan
‘on every second day’ found in Wiedemann 1861a: 260 where, by the
way, astonishment is expressed that for pédva ‘day’ dative has been used
(there are more examples!).

2.1. The essive and other cases in local and temporal
constructions

The few essive case forms established already in Wiedemann and
Kettunen occur in local and temporal constructions that actually belong
to certain sets of series of constructions that are used to exhaustively
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describe the possible states and changes in space or time. In such
constructions the case of the adverbial, i.e., of a noun, postposition, or
adverb, is of great importance. Although essive forms have the central
role both in local and temporal constructions, the occurrence of other
cases in corresponding constructions is different.

As to local constructions, constructions with essive forms occupy the
existential center, constructions with lative forms the potential arrival
or input, and constructions with separative forms the departure or
output. In Table 2, in addition to the known three essive forms kuo nno,
kougon, tagan, the first one must have, after the vowel syncopation,
assimilated the stop *z (or rather its voiced output d) to n, i.e.*tn > nn.
Livonian together with Estonian, Votic, and Western Finnish belongs
to the Finnic dialects in which the former diminutive stem of the Proto-
Finnic stem *kofa, has developed into a round vocalic stem, cf. Livonian
kuodii-d ‘homes (nom. pl.y, in contrast with Ingrian, Eastern Finnish,
Karelian, Lude, and Veps, where it has developed into an *i-stem, cf,
Finnish koti.

In Table 2, the lative section includes latives in *-k (ala, taga) and in
*_s (the vowel -0 in i’lz0 and ulz6 may be a remnant of an extra illative
ending *-hen >- 6, cf. also the substandard Estonian ilesse which is the
s-lative form iiles modified into an illative-like form), and the unique
lative suffix -j in kuodaj (that can be extended to kuoddajoz, cf. Un si’z
riekmiez u'm bro’utSon kuodajoz ne’i lustigol ‘And then the traveler has
driven home so merrily’). It is impossible to derive the forms kuodaj ~
kuodajoz from the paradigm of the noun kuo’d ‘home’, which is an i-stem,
cf. NomPlI kuodiid; hence, the paradigm contains a unique morphologi-
cally unanalyzable form (kuodaj rather looks like a form imported from
the paradigm of the stem kuoda ‘house’ followed by a unique ending -f
than the stem kuo’d < *koto with a unique ending -aj®).

8 Erkki Itkonen, in SSA 1: 412 sub koti, has postulated that Finnish kotia ‘(to) home’
comes from *kotijak and Livonian kuodaj comes from *kotajak; this idea can be sup-
ported also by the rarer East Livonian form kuoddjéz. On the other hand, in Coast
Estonian and North-East Estonian, and also in neighboring Central North Estonian
and Kodavere East Estonian, the so-called je-illative has been used, notably both in
the older weak grade form kuoje ‘(to) home’ and in a later strong grade form kodaje,
Must 1987: 199-200, Univere 1988: 85, Must — Univere 2002: 237. Beyond this, the
je-illative and some other cases of *h >j in older Estonian folksongs were first described
by Juhan Peegel 1974: 52 and especially 55; note that on p. 51, occasionally, even an
illative form kodoje ‘(to) home’ is found. Even in Livonian there are cases of the change
of *h to j, e.g., *viha > vija ‘poison’, *kehd >keja ‘body’. The rise of the weak grade of
kuoje is a problem (perhaps resolvable as *kofo-k > *ké (> kuo) and *ko-hen > *kajen
> kuoje). Hence, Livonian kuoddj ~ kuodajoz can be considered closer to the Estonian
illative forms than to the theoretical adverb proposed by Erkki Itkonen.
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Table 2. The essive and other case forms in local constructions

LATIVE ESSIVE SEPARATIVE |STEM
‘to where?’ ‘wherein?’ ‘from where?

kuoda-j kuo 'nné <*kot-na kuo 'ndo(st) ‘home’
koga-z < *kauka-s | kougon <*kauka-na |kougond “far’
taga <*taka-k tagan < *taka-na tagand(o(st)) ‘behind’
ala < *ala-k allo < *al-na aldo(st) ‘down’
i’l-z6 < *ile-s i’l1l6 <*il-nd i’ldost ‘up’
ul-zo < *ulko-s ullo <*ulk-na uldo(st) ‘out’

In Table 2, the essive forms allo, i’llo, ullo result from the assimi-
lation */n > *nn that must have been preceded by vowel syncope followed
by stop loss in u/l6 and kuo'nno. The separative forms represent either
the most archaic forms ending in *-t4 followed by later extensions or
are formed from the corresponding essive forms. In addition to adverbs
that can be presented as a series in tabular form, there are some adverbs
that may represent certain essive or excessive forms, notably kiz’'odon
‘directly’ (cf. kit'odi ‘direct (adj.)’ and Veps kohtha ‘directly’), jarandoz
‘away from’ (cf. jara ‘away’), pakand ‘quickly’ (cf. Estonian pakiline
‘urgent’), ulzo|pe don ‘to outside’: ullo|pe don ‘(to) outside’ : ullo|pe don
‘(in) outside’ : uldo|pé dond ‘from outside’.

Although only five stems in the essive are used in temporal
constructions, the two forms of the pronominal stem ku-, namely the
interrogatives kuna ‘when?’ and kundks ‘to when?’ cover all the time
space, whereas the essive form kuna can be used also instead of the
translative form kunaks, 1.e., as to cover all the cells in its row in table
3. The nouns for three definite time periods used in the essive, occur in
numerous compounds.

Table 3. The essive and other case forms in temporal constructions

Translative | Essive Instructive Elative Stem

‘to when?’ ‘when?’ ‘by when?’ ‘from when?’

kunaks kuna ‘when’
aigastoks aigaston aigastin aigastost ‘year’
pévaks pdvan pévin pivast ‘day’
brédoks brédon brédogin brédogst ‘Friday’
0 'doks o0 ’don o0’dogin o0 ’dogst ‘evening
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The existing data on the essive and related cases together with data
on the so-called sublative make it possible to reconstruct a 3 x 3 system
of cases for state and transition of Proto-Finnic. Note that real systems
are asymmetric, thus this symmetric system captures a space that can
never be symmetrically filled.

Table 4. Cases of state and transition

Proto-Finnic | Livonian Estonian Finnish |North Veps

Illative -*sEn >-*hEn| -z6-6 | -hV-V(-sse)| -hVn -hV
Allative *_len -lo -1 -le -lle -le
Sublative *-nnek -né -né -nna -nne -nna
Inessive *-snA -S0 -8 -8 -ssA -s
Adessive *-InA -1 -l -ll4 -l
Essive *-nA -nd -no -n -na -n4 -n
Elative *-st4 -st0 -st -st -stA -spai
Ablative *ItA -1d6 -ld -1t -ItA -Ipai
Excessive *-ntA -ndo -nt -ntA -mpai

2.2. The essive in different parts of speech

The essive has been attested in nouns, adjectives, cardinal and
ordinal numerals, active and passive present and past participles,
adverbs, and in one postposition. Still, it is to be noted that most hith-
erto known examples of participles in the essive are from the New
Testament (UT 1942).

A. Noun
(6) Miks um td’'mm-on vo’l-most  dbtje’lziz
why  cop.3sG  he/she/it-DAT  be-DEB non-+alive.GEN

lu’m+momm-on?
snow-+mummy-ESS

‘Why must it be a lifeless snowman?’
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B. Adjective
(7) Parimstiz u’'m volda  joutom-on o 'vkoks a’b ku
better-ADv  be-3sG  be-INF  poor-Ess honor-INL  not-3sG  as

rikk-on uidkoks.
rich-ESS  shame-TrRL

‘It is better to live poor with honor than rich with shame.’

C. Cardinal numeral

(8) Mi'nn-6n u'm ldlam r’d-on  piskiz-i
I-DAT be.3sG difficultNom one-gss  little-pL.PRT
laps-i kaza-to.

child-PL.PART rear-INF

‘For me, it is difficult to rear small children alone.’

D. Ordinal numeral

(9) Mo+tieliz-om, kis vaij-o nd-b, u'm
soil.GgENtworker-DAT  who.NOM  trouble-PRT see-3sG  be.3sG
e’lmiz-on  sg-most  vijatka zz-ost.
first-Ess get-DEB  fruit.GEN +growth-ELA

‘The farmer, who takes the trouble, ought to be the first to get the share
of the crops.”’

E. Active present participle

(10) Ne’i-i’z  u'm vo'l-mést  ndnt naiz-t-on ama-s
So:same be.3sG  be-DEB they.GEN woman-pL.DAT  all-INE
ustat-o6b-od-on.
trust-ACT.PR.PLE-PL-ESS

‘Likewise, their wives must be trustworthy in all things.’

F. Active past participle
(11) Ta jela-b  ents mi’e-sto  jara la’gg-on-on.
she.NoMm live-3sG own.GEN man-ELA away divorce-ACT.PST.PLE-ESS

‘She lives having divorced her husband.’

9 Cf.2 Timothy 2:6.
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G. Passive present participle

(12) 4ja ents-ta  sie taga-n, kélbatob-6n pi’l-6
drive.iMp.2sG  self-prT  this.GEN back.ess suitable-Ess  stand-INF
Jumal  je'd-s.
God.GeN before.INE

‘Force yourself in order to stand as being suitable before God.’

H. Passive past participle
(13) Risting  Piioga-n u’m so-most  jard  and-tot-6n
Man.GEN son-DAT  be.3SG get-DEB away give-PS.PST.PLE-ESS
patliz-t ro’vz kd’dd-o.
sinful-pL.GEN  men.pL  hand-iLL

‘The Son of Man must be given into the hands of sinful men.’

I. Adverb
(14) Ne Vo [té kougon.
they.NoMm  be.lpF-3pL  far-Ess

‘They were far.’

J. Postposition
(15) Boka-d taga-n  ti'm  palg e-i
smallpox-pL.NoMm  after-Ess he.GEN face-NoM remain-psT.3SG
drblimiz-oks.
scarred-TRL

‘After smallpox, his face remained scarred.’

In view of a tendency or a tradition to translate the Finnish essive
forms by means of the English phrase ‘as a ’, which has several
meanings in English, several lexical equivalents in several Finnic
languages alongside several morphological case forms, one must not
think that a language develops morphological cases in order to have a
set bouquet of identical but complicated constructions to be used for
avoiding the most simple way of expressing an idea. As for Livonian,
there are several conjunctions that can be translated as components of
‘asa ’, cf. two of them in (16) and (17).
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(16) Ne jel-iz-t ja  voliks-iz-t kui  kenig-dd,
theyNom  live-psT.3pL  and rule-psT.3pL as  king-PL.NOM

ku’b-s Kristus-0ks  tii’onto aigast-o.
assembly-INE  christ-INL thousand-NoM  year-pRT

‘They lived and ruled as kings, together with Christ for a thousand years.’

(16) is actually a translation of the last clause of Revelation 20:4.
Livonian and other Finnic languages do not distinguish between
reigning and ruling, the word kui permits one to believe that ne ‘they’
really functioned in the role of kings, and so did Christ. Still the phrase
kui kenigod, ku’bs Kristusoks raises the problem of whether they all
functioned in the role of kings in different kingdoms or in a collec-
tive kingdom. The problem is caused by the fact that it was the Greek
verb form ebasileusan ‘and they reigned’ that has been translated as
a comparison using the noun kénigdd ‘kings’ in the nominative case.
Livonian text shares the problem with several languages including Esto-
nian where the same idea has been formulated using the plural essive
form kuningatena which rather has the meaning ‘being kings’.

The following example (17) is an example of an ironic ‘as a _’ used
when characterizing a toucher:

(17) Sur-Indrok Dpikst-0b sior-i, ku al-go
Big-Indrék.Nom  squeeze-3sG  vessel-PL.PRT in order let not-imp.3sG
abi-d po’dd-6g-6d, neka selli masiertiji
shoulder-pL.NoM ache-iMP-PL3  as such.NoM masseur.NoM
ta vo .

he.NoM be.PsT.3sG

‘Big Indrdk squeezes neck vessels in order not to let the shoulders ache,
he was as such a masseur.’

In addition to the cases in (16) and (17), example (25) is a case where
ne’iku vakt-on represents a case where an equivalent of ‘as’ is followed
by a noun in the essive.

So the reasons for the choice and function of the nominative, trans-

lative, and essive forms cannot be substituted by translations before-
hand.
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3. Expression of state in normal sentences

In Livonian normal sentences, the subject’s state is expressed by a
predicative noun, adjective, or participle in the nominative, cf. (18) — (23).

(18) Piskipiioga u'm doktar.
small.son-NoM  be.PRE.3sG doctor.NoM

‘The grandson is a doctor.’

(19) Ta um ruja.
heNoM be.PRE.3sG sick.NoM
‘He is sick.’
(20) Putko-d atto nork-on-od.

flower-pL.NoM  be.PRE.3PL  wither-ACT.PST.PLE-PL

‘Flowers are withered.’

All the three sentences are to be treated as true. Similarly, an
extended simple sentence such as (18") confirms that the subject is a
doctor being at least officially and maybe also permanently engaged in
a place called Saldd and (18") that he is a doctor just in Saldo:

(18") Piskipiioga u’'m Saldo-s doktar.
smallson.NoM be.PRE.3sG  Saldd-INE  doctor.NoM
‘The grandson is a doctor in Sald3!°.”

(18") Piskipiioga u’'m doktar Saldo-s.
smallson.Nom be.PRE.3sG  doctor.Nom Saldd-INE

‘The grandson is a doctor just in Saldo.’

On the other hand, the sentence (21) where the state of the subject
is expressed by the adverbial of state in the instrumental can be under-
stood as a hint to the temporality of the engagement or even to the
noncompliance of the subject as a doctor:

21) Ta u'm Saldo-s doktar-oks.
he.NoMm be.Pre.3sG  Saldo-INe  doctor-INL

‘He is in Saldo as a doctor.’

10 In Latvian Saldus.
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Note that the use of the state adverbial presupposes the presence of
areal or at least an imaginable adverbial of place. The same is true for
a state adverbial in the instrumental:

(22) Mi'n  iza vo'l piiyt-on kuo’ig  pé-l
I.gen  fatherNom be.psT.3sG sail-ACT.PST.PLE  ship.GEN  On-ADE
kokk-6ks e¢’Zm-6ks, si’z matriz-0ks ja botsmann-oks
cook-INL  first-INL  then sailor-INL and boatswain-INL

ka ta u'm vo-nd.
also heNoMm be.PRE.3SG be-ACT.PST.PLE

‘My father had sailed on a ship first as a cook, then as a sailor, and a
boatswain he has been also.’

Note that the use of the instrumental (kokkoks, matriizoks) in the
function of the translative in the first clause of the compound sentence
(22) with the verb ‘to sail’ is characteristic of Livonian; in Estonian
and Finnish it is excluded, the essive or a prepositional phrase is used
instead of it. On the other hand, unlike in Livonian and Estonian, in
cases like botsmannoks ka ta u’'m vond, the translative essive is used in
Finnish instead, as, e.g., in the old sailor song “Olin Neptunus laivalla
Jjungmannina” ‘1 was as a ship’s boy (Ess) on the ship Neptunus’.

4. Adverbials of state in the essive

The essive endings in Livonian are -nd, -na, -no, -n, and -on
depending on the stem structure. As the endings -n and -on are also
characteristic of the dative case, there is some formal overlapping of the
essive and dative forms of di- and trisyllabic stems.

4.1. Adverbials of state in the essive as complements
of the supine in the debitive

The following is an example with a topicalized adverbial of state:

(23) Piski-n vol-ds6  um opat-6most un  vald-6maost.
small-ess be-GER  be.3sG teach-nEB  and control- DEB

‘One must be taught and controlled when being small.’
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Here the object has been dropped in order to make the clause appli-
cable for any meaningful object. Hence the clause can be considered to
be derived, e.g., from the clause (23'):

(23" Piski-n ~ vol-dsé  um laps-ta  opat-6mést un  vald-6most.
small-Ess be-GER  be.3sG child-prT teach-DEB and control-DEB

‘When being small, a child must be taught and controlled.’

The latter clause can be rearranged into a clause with the topicalized
object:

(23") Laps-ta ~ um opat-omost un  vald-6mést  piski-n  vol-dso.
child-prt be.3sG teach-peB  and control-pDEB  small-ESs be-GER

‘A child must be taught and controlled when being small.’

For denoting different stages of life, the adverbials used with the
gerund are more or less lexicalized in Livonian, cf. sizron voldso ‘[when)]

being big (essive)’, lapsold voldso ‘being a child (ablative)’, neitsold ~
neitsol voldsé ‘being a maiden (ablative ~ adessive)’.

4.2. Adverbials of state in the essive in debitive clauses
with a topicalized experiencer

In debitive clauses with an adverbial of state in the essive, the expe-
riencer is topicalized and occurs in the dative:

(24) Lotku’b kaitsijiz-on  um Vo 'l-most
church.body.GeN  holder-par  be.PRE.3sG  be- DEB
dbsund-tot-on, 7'd naiz mi’e-n, mdistlizon,
non.blame-PST.PLE-ESS ONe.GEN Wwoman.GEN man-Ess temperate-ESS
kovalon, sddzizon.
wise-Ess  respectable-Ess

‘The congregation holder must be blameless, the husband of one wife,
temperate, wise, respectable.’

Note that in (25), the conjunction nei’ku ‘as’ excludes treating the
form vakton as an essive form:



164 Tiit-Rein Viitso

25) Si'n u'm pr'l-6mést  jur-so ne’iku vakt-on.
thou.paT be.PRE.3sG stand-pDEB  side-INE soas  guard-DAT

“You have to stand at the side just like a guard.’

4.3. Adverbials of state in the essive as a complement
of the infinitive

There is an open series of collocations of an adjective or an agent
noun in the essive and a form of the verb volda ‘to be’, cf. (26).

(26) Si'nn-on li’-ks  ka  jova miel ji-s  ja
thou.baT go-cND  also  good.GEN sense.GEN at-INE and
riemliz-on  vél-da.
glad-Ess be-INF

“You should also have a good mindset and be glad.’

Many such collocations with a form of the verb ‘to be’ have related
collocations with the verb Zedé ‘to remain; to get’, e.g., ta voib lilamdoks
tedo ‘she may get pregnant’ and ta voib ldlamon vélda ‘she may be
pregnant’ where /dlam means, first of all, ‘heavy’ and also ‘hard’.

27) Tdé’'mm-on  um miel pierdast e’zZmiz-6n vol-da.
he/she- pAT be.PrR.3sG  sense.GEN by first-Ess  be-INF

‘It is to his liking to be first. = He likes to be first.’

Still for other verbs, the use of instrumental case forms may seem
ambiguous because of the ambiguity of instrumental forms. For
example, the sentence Ta leks e’Zmizoks dantsom can be understood
both as ‘he went first to dance’ and ‘he went to dance with the first one’.

Hence, although the essive mostly expresses the subject’s state or
situation and the instrumental or translative expresses the subject’s
goals or purposes when entering a state or situation, even the contrary
is possible. In principle, it is not always possible to decide which case
is used instead of the other case. Huno Rétsep (1979:71) already has
pointed out, that in the Mordvinic languages it is the ks-case and in
Saamic it is the n-case that carries the functions of both Finnic trans-
lative and essive. Expression of both the state and goal in the frame-
work of the instrumental case is also characteristic of the Baltic and
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Slavic languages. In connection with the latter point, my colleague
Valts Ernstreits turned my attention to the fact that in the sentence (6),
i.e., Miks um td’mmon vo’lmost dbje’lziz lw’mmomm-on? “Why must
this be a lifeless snowman?’ the word lu'mmommon, which is in the
essive, according to Finnic rules, must be in the dative in Latvian. The
sentence is originally from Stalte (2011a: 75) and in its translation into
Latvian, Kapec vinam jabiit nedzivam sniegaviram (Stalte 2011b: 23),
unlike in Livonian, the attribute of the noun is also in the dative. Gunta
Klava, from the Latvian Language Agency has added that in similar
cases, the dative also can be used in Lithuanian. A pilot control of the
use of the dative in translations of the New Testament into Livonian,
Latvian, and Lithuanian has shown that essive-dative forms in Livo-
nian and dative forms in Latvian are frequent in necessive construc-
tions, while in Lithuanian nominative forms often are preferred. On the
other hand, Petor Damberg (1978a: 80; 1978b: 91), who was at one time
the best specialist in the field of Livonian language, was rather critical
concerning the unusual language and style of the Livonian translation
of the New Testament. According to him, the translator Karl Stalte was
convinced that the language of the Holy Scripture must be specific. In
my own experience from the 1970s and 1980s, when there were still
Livonians who had actively used Livonian from early childhood, I
found that they preferred to use the nominative case in such construc-
tions, at least for participles. As for Latvian, perhaps the overwhelming
use of the dative in necessive constructions is somehow connected with
the somewhat incorrect patterns eagerly used at one point by Livonians
who were becoming Latvianized.

5. Temporal use of the essive

The essive case form of the pronominal stem ku- is characterized
by always having a temporal meaning, cf. kuna ‘when’. In addition,
this essive form also serves as the basis for the instrumental case form
kundaks ‘for which time’.

The essive is used with only three noun stems, aigast ‘year’, pdva
‘day’, 6’dog ‘evening’, when used as when-adverbials, cf. aigaston,
pdvan, &6’don.

More precisely, the form digaston can be used in td’'m digaston
‘this year’, ldndz digaston ‘last year’; with other adjectival comple-
ments, aigast is used in the nominative case and when used with a year
number, both it and the number itself are in the inessive case.
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The form pédvan occurs with demonstrative and ordinal comple-
ments and in the compounds dndizpdivan ‘on the day before yesterday’,
e’zZzompdvan ‘on Monday’, tiioiznapdvan ‘on Tuesday’, kuolmondpdvan
‘on Wednesday’, neflondpdivan ‘on Thursday’, piiolpdvan ‘on Saturday’,
pivapdvan ‘on Sunday’, sindipdvan ‘on a birthday’, jonpdvan ‘on St.
John’s Day’, etc. An ordinal as a complement of the essive form pdvan
occurs mostly in the essive, e.g., kuolmondon pévan ‘on the third day’.
Still, in tuoiz pdvan ‘on the second day, on another day’ the complement
is in the genitive. Similarly, an adjectival complement of pdvan is in the
genitive.

The essive form 6’don ‘in the evening’ is different from the corre-
sponding dative form 6’dégon and, therefore, it can be safely used
without a complement. It occurs also in some compounds, cf. i 'mé’déon
‘on this evening’, mipd’don ‘on tomorrow evening’.

In the compound minaigast ‘in the next year’ and its instru-
mental form mianaigastoks ‘for the following year’ (and similarly, in
tagaminaigast ‘in the year after next’ and tagamiinaigastoks ‘for the
year after next”) the complement subword min must be analyzed as
the sequence of mii ‘else, another’ and the case ending -n. This case
ending can best be identified as the essive. This solution is supported
by another compound noun with the complement in the essive case,
cf. tiwoiznapdva ‘Tuesday’ where tiioizna must be considered an essive
case of the ordinal fuoi ‘second, other’, cf. gen. tuoiz, part. tioizta, dat.
tuoizon.

A similar structure for the word for Tuesday is found in Veps and
in one part of the dialects of Lude. cf. Veps foznarg, Lude toznarg,
where arg has the meanings ‘meat-free meal’ or ‘meat-free day’ and
tozn- and fozn- can be identified as former essive forms with the case
suffix added to the consonantal stem that is still preserved as such in
the partitive case forms of this form in all Finnic dialects, cf. Veps toine
‘second; other’, gen. toizen, part. fost’. There are no data on the modern
essive form of this Veps and Lude ordinal. On the other hand, even the
form foissa in the Finnish compound foissapdivind ‘on the day before
yesterday’ and the collocation toissa kesdnd ‘in the summer before last
summer’ which are preserved alongside the modern essive form toisena
reflect the oldest essive form *foisna.



The essive in Livonian 167

6. Local use of the essive

There is only one noun with local use in the essive, namely kuo nné
‘at home’ from kuo’d ‘home’. The form kuo ‘nné may have complements
in the genitive, e.g., ents kuo’nné ‘in one’s own home’. The same is true
for the corresponding lative and excessive forms kuoddaj ‘[to] home’ and
kuo’ndo ~ kuo’ndost ‘from home’.

The essive occurs in the adverb triad (i) kogaz ‘to afar’, (ii) kougon
“far’, (iii) kougond ‘from afar’.

In one adverb and postposition series, the essive form has mostly
replaced the lative form in East Livonian; so instead of the triad faga :
tagan : tagandost only tagan and tagandost are usually used, cf. je’dsto
tagan ‘from the front to the back’, tagandost je’ddo ‘from the back to
the front’; sa pi’l je’dso, ma pi’lob tagan ‘you stay in the front, I stay in
the back’. Hence, in East Livonian the former essive form tagan hardly
can be considered an essive form anymore.

Three adverbs and postpositions i’/l6 “up; in a higher place’, ullo
‘out; in a place outside’, and al/lo ‘in a lower place, under, below,
beneath; down’ have undergone the general Finnic change */n > /I, thus
these adverbs have become morphologically unanalyzable long ago.
Actually, even other forms of the corresponding triads have at one point
become unanalyzable, and have added additional suitable case endings,
cf. i’ldost ‘“from above’, uldost ‘from outside’, aldost ‘from under, from
below’, where the elative ending has been added to the former sepa-
rative ending -do , and i’/z6 ‘up, to a higher place’ and u/z6 ‘out, to a
place outside’ where a vowel has been added to the former *s-lative
ending in order to have an ending formally identical with the illative
ending otherwise characteristic of monosyllabic vocalic stems.

7. Dative-like essive case forms in different constructions and
clause types.

There are rare cases of dative-like essive forms used as state adver-
bials in normal sentences. In (28) and (29), the infinitival form is in the
essive. It presents the state of the subject and also functions as an adver-
bial. In other cases, adverbials are complements of infinitival forms.
The essive forms express the state of the subject in (28) and (29), the
state of the direct object in (30) — (32), and the state of the indirect object
in (33). Note that in (33), the essive form 7’dmelizton agrees with the
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pluralic adverbial Euodian ja Zintiken in number, which is not the case
for necessive constructions.

(28)

(29)

(30)

€2))

(32)

(33)

Ta jela-b jara la’gg-én-on.
he/she-Nom  live-PrR.3sG away first-ACT.PST.PLE-ESS

‘He lives having split up.’

Mis se a’bt-iz rikké-n vol-da?
what.prT  this.NoMm help-psT.3sG  rich-Ess be-INF

‘What did it help to be rich?’

Ne ne-iz-t tin-da  knas laps-on  vo'lm
they.noM live-psT-3pL  he-pRT  nice.GEN child-Ess  ‘be-sup.ILL’

‘They saw him being a nice child.’
Mitto  mida-gid a’b ilo d’b+piu’di le’b ’Zents;
not  something-PRT not.3sG be not+clean.Nom through itself.GEN

set  sien 7'd, kis arro-b mida-gid
but this-DAT one.GEN who-NOM supposes-3sG  something.pRT

@’b+pii’diz-on vo 'Im.
not-Ess+clean-gEss  be-SuP.ILL

‘Nothing is unclean of itself, but for this one who thinks something to
be unclean.’

Aja ents-ta  sie taga-n, kolbat-6b-on
force.mMp.2sG  self-prT  this.GEN behind-Ess fit-PRS.PLE-ESS

prl-6 Jumal  je'd-s, kui tieliz-on.
stand-INF  God.GEN for-INE  as worker-Ess

‘Force yourself to stand approved before God, as being a worker.’

Ma  anda-b né’vv-o Euodian ja  Zintike-n
I.nom give-1sG advice.Prt Euodia- par and Syntyche-par
vol-da Td+meéliz-t-6n Izand-és.

be-INF  one.GEN+minded-pL-Ess  Lord-INE

‘I give advice to Euodia and Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord.”’
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It should be noted that Inaba (2015:156—157) has given special atten-
tion to two series of his examples, which are reflected in the above
series. First, Inaba’s examples (215)—(219) represent supine construc-
tions whose predicates correspond to the referative constructions of
Finnish and, in Livonian, belong to the paradigms of the verbs arré ‘to
guess, think’ and nd’do ‘to see’. The above examples (30) and (31) are
shared with that series. Most likely, it is important that in all cases listed
by Inaba the state adverbial in the essive presents the state of the direct
object in the partitive.

(34) Mi'nn-6n u’'m ldlam r’d-on  piskiz-i
I-pAT be.3s¢  hard.NsG one-gss  little-PL.PRT
ldps-i kaza-to.

child-PL.PRT  raise-INF

‘For me, it is hard to raise little children_alone.’

(35) Td’'mm-6n u’'m miel pierast e’(miz-on vél-da.
(s)he-par  be.3sG mind.GEN to first-Ess be-INF

‘For him it is a pleasure to be the first.’

Most dative-like essive forms are used as adverbials in necessive
constructions. These constructions are impersonal and consist of four
components: (a) a real or a dummy experiencer in the dative that serves
as the subject of predication, (b) the predicate, (c) an infinitival comple-
ment, i.e., an infinitive, supine debitive, supine illative, or participle,
(d) a state adverbial in the essive. Note that there exist necessive and
permissive constructions with a state adverbial in the (translatival)
instrumental or in the nominative. Table 5, shows necessive and permis-
sive constructions with an adverbial in the essive. These are classified
on the basis of the predicates, as the heads of the constructions, and
their infinitival complements.

The hitherto known permissive constructions with an adverbial in
the essive begin with the imperative verb anda in type (5). The corre-
sponding two similar examples actually go back to Wiedemann (1861a:
479), cf. also Inaba 2015: 156 (213) and (214). Later no similar cases
have been documented.
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Table 5. Necessive and permissive constructions with state adverbi-
als in the essive

No. | Predicate | Infinitival Examples
complement
1.1 um vo 'Imost (DEB) | Td 'ddon u’m sellizton vo’Imost.
~vo’l “You must be such.’

1.2 ~ volks somost (DEB) | Agd mi’nnén u’m sQmaost ristoton le’b
ristimiz.
‘But I must get baptized through
baptism.’

1.3 volda (INF) | Td’'mmén u’m miel pierast e Zmizon
volda.
‘For him it is a pleasure to be the first.’

14 kazaté (INF) | Mi’nnén u’m ldlam ['don piskizi lapsi
kazato.
‘For me, it is hard to raise little children_
alone.’

2.1 Iih volmést (DEB) | Mis teg sidat m¢ padl, lib si’dtoton

vo 'Imost touvos.
‘Whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven.’

2.2 volda (INF) | Nént ko ’don lib 1'd lejan vélda.
“They two must proceed to be one flesh’

2.3 l1d6 (INF) Td'd oigizon Iib parimon [ido.
“Your righteousness should become
better.’

2.4 s0do (INF) | Td’ddon Iib sodo ristoton.

“You all should get baptized.’

3. tulith volda (INF) | Ristingddon tuliitb andoks andajin vélda.
‘People should be forgivers.’

4, 1di’ks volda (INF) | Si’nnon 1d ks volda riemlizon.
“You should be glad.

5. anda lidé (NF) | Anda md’d Keizaréon lidé joudzon,
tierron, tierabon.

‘Give that our Emperor be strong,
healthy, spry.’
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The single known case of necessive sentences of type (1.2) — which
comes from the New Testament (Luke 12:50) — contradicts the fact that
in Finnic, governees of the verb sodo ‘to become’ are in the transla-
tive, while in Livonian these are in the instrumental (translative-comi-
tative), and participles, as the governors, are mostly in the nominative.
Most likely, the use of the essive in the Livonian New Testament was
influenced by the case use in the Latvian version.

Note that the example of type (2.1) is formally a normal sentence
where mis teg sidat ‘whatever you bind’ is an individual case of the
universal assertion mis s¢b si’dtod “whatever will be bound’, but the
usage of the latter is counterindicated because of the undesirable
homonymy of the dative and essive forms of the passive past participle.
In addition, in the style of a sermon, an individual approach to listeners
or readers is preferable to presenting abstract generalizations.

Much as in the latter case, there are three sentences characterized
by Inaba (2015:157-158, examples (220)—(222)) as similar to necessive
constructions, cf. Table 6. Inaba agrees that in these cases the dative
forms can be considered essive forms. He considers it best to explain
these forms as predicatives of the corresponding infinitival comple-
ments.

8. Conclusions

Although very little is known about the syntax of the Livonian
language, a preliminary conclusion concerning the interrelations of the
essive and dative can be made.

1. Some adverbs, postpositions, and the noun kuo’d ‘home’ have
specific lative, essive, and excessive case forms used to express
temporal and local functions. In certain other words the same func-
tions are expressed by forms close to or identical with the dative case
forms.

2. Excessive forms are related to corresponding existing essive forms
and probably have been developed on the basis of essive forms.

3. Essive forms and excessive forms are structurally a case pair similar
to the inessive and elative and to the adessive and ablative.

4. The sublative case forms siné ‘to there’ and tiné ‘to here’ may
historically belong to the same triad of cases with the essive and
excessive.
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5. The usage of dative-like forms as state adverbials in Livonian can
be considered the typical use of the essive, which is shared by other
Finnic languages, especially Finnish, and does not belong to the
Baltic and Germanic dative area.
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Kokkuvéte. Tiit-Rein Viitso: Essiiv liivi keeles. Liivi keeles on véike hulk
asukohta voi aega viljendavaid sonavorme, mida muuteldpu jargi voib hinnata
ladnemeresoome essiivi ehk oleva kddnde vormideks voi pidada erinevaks
tavalistest liivi daativi vormidest. Artiklis vaadeldakse neid kiisimustele kus?
ja millal? vastavaid nimi-, omadus-, arv-, ase-, mair- ja tagasdna vorme ning
ka neile vastavaid kuhu? ja mis ajaks? ning kust? ja mis-ajast? kddnete vorme
ja nende vasteid ning ajalugu lddnemeresoome keeleruumis.

Mirksonad: liivi keel, lddnemeresoome keeled, essiiv, daativ, kddndesiisteem,
keeleajalugu
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Kubbovottoks. Tiit-Rein Viitso: Esiv I1vo kiels. L1vd kielsd um piski kub
ktiozd aga aigd ndgtdbidi sonaformidi, mis vastatdbdd kizzimiztdn kus kiio-
z0s? ja kuna? ja ent$ lopandokst pierrd atd esiv ndtk formdd nei 17 ku sellizt
formdd musi valdamierstiomd ke&lsi. Kéras sgbdd vantdltdod ne formdd, ndntdn
lezgilizt kizzimiztdn kus kitozo? kundks? ja kust kitozost mis digast? vasta-
tobdd lativ, ekstsestv ja sublattv ndtkiid formdd, ja nént istorij. Vel sobodd kui
estv formdd ulzlagtdd dativ formddost form ptiolstd néntkoks identizt formdd,
mis atd k&lbatdd ku volmiz adverbialdd, ja sielddks tieddd nént k&lbatimiz
tTpod.



