CERTAMEN

Maarit Kivilo

In his “Works and Days” Hesiod relates a story how he once went to Chalkis to take
part in the poetic contest during the funeral games of Amphidamas, how he won the
contest and was given a tripod as an award (v. 650 ff.):

650 oV yao mw mote v Y' EMémMAwY eVEéa MOVTOV,
el un &g EvPoiav €€ AVADOG, 1) mot' Axauot
HelvavTeg XelHVa TTOADY 0LV AQOV dyelpay
‘EAAGDOG €& teong Toolnv &g kaAAryvvaika.
EvOa ' éywv €Tt deBAa daipoovoc ApudApAvVTOS
655  XaAkida t' eloemégnoa- T O& mEOTEPQAdUEVA TOAAX
&eOA' E0eoav aldeg peyaAnToges: EvOa e Pt
Duvw vikrjoavta ety Toimod’ wtwevra.
TOV HéV €yw Movono' ‘EAkwviddeoo' avéOnka
évOa e TO mMEWTOV ALyVENG €MéPNoay AonG.
660 toooOV TOL V@YV Ye memelpnpat TOALYOUDWV

Hesiod does not specify who his opponent was, but according to the general belief in
antiquity it had to be Homer. There are several versions of the contest available for us
nowadays, each slightly different from the other.

1. Certamen'

Certamen consists of four parts: the life of Homer; the contest between Hesiod and
Homer; the death of Hesiod; the death of Homer. About the contest of the poets (agon
proper) it is written in Certamen, that:

1a. The contest took place in Aulis, Boiotia®.

1b. Homer and Hesiod competed at the funeral games of Amphidamas® in Chalkis, on
Euboia. Hesiod asked Homer a number of questions and gave him riddles to
solve. Homer answered in skilful and clever improvisations, which made the
audience consider him better and worthy of victory. Then Panedes, brother of
Amphidamas, who among other stately Chalkidians belonged to the judges,
asked the poets to recite a passage which they considered the most beautiful of
their poetry. Hesiod presented a part of the Works and Days (383 ff.), and

! The main editions of Certamen (Certamen Homeri et Hesiodi) are as follows: Thomas W. Allen (ed.)
Homeri opera. Tomus V hymnos cyclum fragmenta Margiten Batrachomyomachiam vitas continens,
Oxonii 1912, pp. 225-238; Antonius Westermann (ed.) BIOTPA®OL Vitarum scriptores Graeci
minores, Brunsvigae, 1845, 1-45; Udalricus de Wilamowitz-Moellendorff (ed.) Vitae Homeri et
Hesiodi in usum scholarum, Berlin 1929, S. 34-45; H. G. Evelyn-White (transl.) Hesiod.The Homeric
Hymns and Homerica (Loeb), pp. 566-597.

2 Cert. v. 54 sq.: tvég de OLVAKUAOL Aoy aDTOVG WOoTe Kal aywvicaobol opdoe év ADADdL Thg
Bowwrtiag...

¥ Amphidamas was the leader of Chalkidians in the war of Lelantini between Chalkis and Eretreia in
the middle of the 7th century. He was killed in the war and the well known funeral games were held in
Chalkis. See E. Stein-Holkeskamp, Der Neue Pauly I, 1996, S. 610.
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Homer chose a passage from the Iliad (13.126-133, 339-344). Despite the
judgement of the audience, once more giving victory to Homer, Panedes still
declared Hesiod the winner by saying that victory belonged to the poet who was
calling people for farming and peace, not for wars and killing.

2. Proclus / Tzetzes, Life of Hesiod*

Homer and Hesiod competed at the funeral games of king Amphidamas on Euboia.
They made each other improvise and answer plenty of various questions, and Homer
was considered better by the audience. Then, after the poets had recited the most
beautiful passage of their poetry in answer to the request of king Panedes, brother of
Alcidamas, and the audience had once more preferred Homer to Hesiod, the jury led
by Panedes and Ganyktor still gave the victory to Hesiod whose passage had
propagated peace and cultivation of land.

3. Plutarch®

a) Sept. sap. conv. 153 F-154 A:

Hesiod and Homer competed in Chalkis, at the funeral games of Amphidamas,
who had perished in the battle on the plain of Lelantini. According to the version by
Plutarch it was Hesiod who answered the questions, was declared winner and given a
tripod. This text also refers to Lesches.

b) Quaest. conv. 675 A: In Chalkis there took place the funeral games of Amphidamas
where Homer and Hesiod competed in reciting epic poetry.

4. Schol. Pind. Nem. 2.1°

Hesiod and Homer competed in singing a Hymn to Apollo on Delos.

* Allen 1912, pp. 222-224; Wilamowitz 1929, S. 47-51; Westermann 1845, S. 45-50.
5 a) Sept. sap. conv. 153 F-154 A: toxtac aAAAog amoplag mEOPA&AAeLy. dicovopey YaQ OtL Kol
mEOG Tac Apudpdapavtog tadag eig XaAkda t@v t10te codp@v ot doktpwtatoL omtal cvviABov: fv
0" 6 Audwdapac avne ToAgUkog, Kal TMOAAX mEdypata magaoyxwv Epetolevoy év talc meQl
AnAdavtov paxalg émecev. €mel d& T MAQECKEVACTHEVA TOLG MOWTALS €M XAXAETMV kai dVoKoAOV
émolel TV KElow dx 1O €papiAdov, 1] te d6&a twv aywviotwv, Oungov kat Howddov, moAAnv
amogiav pet' aldovg Toig KQIVOLOL MAQREIXEV, ETOATIOVTO TROG TOLAVTAG EQWTNOELS, KAl TTROERBAA" O
Hév, &g pnot Aéoxng,
Movoa pot évvere ketva, Ta Ut €yévovto magotle
unt' éotat petdémodeyv,
amnexpivato d' ‘Holodog €k ToL magatuxdvtog
AAA' tav apdl Ao TOUPw kavaxrmodeg (mmot
dopata ovvteipwoty émeryduevol meQl vikng.
Kal O tovto Aéyetat pdAtota BavpacOelc Tov TEimodog Tuxev."
b) Quaest. conv. 675 A: xai tac Auddapavtoc tov XaAkwéws év aic ‘Oungov kai ‘Holodov
lotogovoLv émeat daywvicacOat.
® Schol. Pind. Nem. 2.1 = [Hesiod], fr. 357 M.-W.: ®Adx000¢ 8¢ &mtd ToL cuvtifévar kai 9dmTewy v
WMV oUtw Pnoiv adtolg (sc. Tovg adwdovs) mpookekANoBat. dnAot d¢ 6 ‘Holodog Aéywv
&v ANAw 1oTE ME@ToV €yw kat ‘Ounog dotdot
HéATopEY, €V veaols Duvols davteg doLdr)v,
Doifov 'ATOAAwvVa xouodopov OV Téke Antw.



Certamen, although in its present form compiled in the 2nd century AD’, still includes
material from much earlier period. The knowledge of the death of Homer comes
already from Heraclitus®. The death of Hesiod was related by Thucydides (3.36). In
putting down the contest (agon proper) different sources have been used — for
example, in the line 54f. twvég ... dpaoiv that the contest took place in Aulis®, a couple
of lines further the narration goes about the contest in Chalkis. However, the case
including the name Aulis is most probably not a version of the contest but just an
error, which has already occurred in the source — the name Chalkis, the place of the
king’s funeral games, was accidentally replaced by Aulis, the name of the
neighbouring town across the strait.

The main part of the story is usually considered to be based on Mouseion, a work by
Alcidamas, the scholar of the 4th century. Although Certamen refers to Alcidamas
and Mouseion not at the end of agon proper but at the end of the passage about the
death of Hesiod, which follows the agon proper, there still exists a generally accepted
view that Alcidamas has written about the contest in Mouseion as well*.

It has also been suggested that Alcidamas, relying on some old tales about
contests of seers and poets™, and putting together the questions and answers on the
basis of appropriate passages from works of earlier authors', has invented the entire
story about the contest'®; and relying on the passage from Works and Days, he has
taken the contest to Chalkis.

However, the suggestion of the authorship of Alcidamas is strongly opposed
by the existence of different versions of the contest. These versions may easily have
existed already long before Alcidamas'®. Moreover, the version of the contest in Delos
is very little likely to have come into existence after the appearance of the version of
Alcidamas, because in that case it is hardly possible that any other place except

” Certamen, line 33 refers to Hadrianus, by which terminus post quem of Certamen is determined.

8 Heraclitus (22 B 56 DK) tells about “the riddle of lice”. It has no direct connection with the death of
Homer but it is very likely indeed that Heraclitus knew the story about the death of Homer, because in
later times there has always existed a very particular connection between those two issues.

% Cert. 54f., see n. 2.

19 In addition to the reference in Certamen there exists a piece of papyrus, the s.c. Michigan papyrus
from the end of the 2nd or the beginning of the 3rd century AD, which tells about the death of Homer
and contains the following text: AAxdapavtog et Oungov. The scolars unanimously agree that the
signature really refers to Alcidamas (See Kirk 1950 The Michigan Alcidamas-Papyrus; Heraclitus fr.
56D; The Riddle of the Lice, in: CQ 44, p. 150, n. 1.). Opinions differ when it comes to the part of the
text dealing with the death of Homer and the belonging together of the s.c. Manifesto and the signature
of Alcidamas (ibid., p. 149 ff.; E.R. Dodds 1952 The Alcidamas-Papyrus Again, in: CQ NS II. 3,4, p.
187 f.; M. West 1967 The Contest of Homer and Hesiod, in: CQ, 61 443 ff.). According to Stobaeus
(4.52.2) and Certamen Alcidamas is likely to have written about Homer in several works, both in the
Mouseion and in a separate work called On Homer. But the Mouseion by Alcidamas is thought to have
contained works of great many poets and the On Homer may be just one of the chapters of the above-
mentioned book (E. Vogt 1959 Die Schrift vom Wettkampf Homers und Hesiods, in: Rh.Mus. 102 Heft
1, S. 211).

1 For example, the contest of Kalchas and Mopsos in the Melampodeia (Hes. fr. 278 M-W); one of the
epic writers Lesches and Arktinos (Phanias, fr. 299) and also the contest of Aeschylus and Euripides in
the Frogs by Aristophanes.

12 In Certamen there are verses very similar to those composed by Theognis (fr. 425; cf. Cert. v. 78 f.),
which according to Stobaeus originate from the Mouseion by Alcidamas (Stob. 4.52.2). In Certamen v.
107 f. remind very much of the lines 1282-1283 from the Peace by Aristophanes.

3 Fr. Nietzsche 1870 Der Florentische Traktat iber Homer und Hesiod, ihr Geschlecht und ihren
Wettkampf, in: Rh. Mus., S. 528-540; M.L.West 1967, p. 440 f.

¥ For example: N. Richardson 1981 The Contest of Homer and Hesiod and Alcidamas’ Mouseion, in:
CQ3L,p. 1f.



Chalkis would have been chosen as the place of the contest.*> And of course, a version
slightly different from the one by Alcidamas was used by Plutarch — there the
contestant who answered the questions was Hesiod not Homer®.

Furthermore, the knowledge of synchronicity of Homer and Hesiod had already
existed long before Alcidamas. It is true that Xenophanes, the earliest authority in our
knowledge who told about the temporal relation between the poets, considered Homer
older than Hesiod’. But in the 5th century the poets were generally considered as
contemporaries, as it is demonstrated by Pherecydes, Damastes and Hellanicus®®, and
also by Herodotus who has said that Hesiod and Homer had lived not more than 400
years before him®. Even by Xenophanes the possibility of their being contemporaries
is not excluded, Homer could just have been a slightly older contemporary to Hesiod.
Ephorus suggested that Homer was one generation younger than Hesiod?®. Thus he
also did not deny the possibility of their contemporariness and of their having a
chance to meet each other.

The only evidence known to us, which could serve as source for the
synchronicity of the poets, is the story about their contest. Hence it is quite probable
that the idea of their contemporariness is based namely on that story. In that case the
story about the contest must have been generally known in the 5th century, certainly
before Alcidamas.

In the version of contest by Plutarch, Lesches is mentioned in addition to Homer and
Hesiod. There exist two different understandings concerning the occurrence of the
name of Lesches: Lesches was the one who told about the contest between Homer and
Hesiod; or Lesches himself competed with Hesiod. It depends on whether to read the
text cog dnot Aéoxngc (as Lesches says) as it appears in one of the manuscripts, or g
baoy, Aéoxne (as it is said, Lesches) as it is presented in most of the manuscripts®.. In
the latter case Lesches himself would be one of the contestants with Hesiod as his
opponent. In that case it would be necessary to change the text by Plutarch and
remove the passage presenting the contestants (Ounoov kai ‘Howdov), the validity of
which has clearly been assured elsewhere by Plutarch.?? Moreover, we have no other
knowledge to prove the event of the contest between Lesches and Hesiod. Kirk

15 pace West who considers the verses a later imitation of Hesiod, which Alcidamas could not know
about (1967, p. 440). Richardson is of the opinion that there is no reason to place the particular verses
into the period after Alcidamas (1981, p. 3).
16 See also N. O’Sullivan 1992 Alcidamas, Aristophanes and the Beginning of Greek Stylistic Theory,
in: Hermes 60, S. 80. According to West, Plutarch, taking his own objective into consideration, might
have changed the parts of the contestants (1967, p. 439).
7 Gell. N.A. 3.11 = Xenoph. 21 B 13 DK.
18 proclus, Chrest. p. 99 f., Allen = Hellanicus fr. 6, Damastes FHG 1. 66, Pherecydes FHG IV. 639.
19 He has said in another place (2.142) that a century includes three generations, i.e. 33,3 years per one
generation. Thus Herodotus dates the poets into the first half of the 9th century.
% Gell. N.A. 3.11 = Ephorus 70 F 1. According to the genealogy of Homer, which has reached us
directly from Ephorus, Hesiod belongs to the generation preceding to Homer. The reference in Gellius
concerning the fact that Ephorus considered Homer younger than Hesiod, could easily be based on this
genealogy.
1 More precisely about the manuscripts see G. S. Kirk, 1950, p. 150, n. 1.

¢ dnot Aéoxne read Th. Bergk 1883 Griechische Literaturgeschichte, S. 66; Allen 1912 pp.
136, 218; 1924 p. 25f.; J. G. Welcker 1865 Der Epische Cyclus oder die homerischen Dichter, S. 251,
Fr. Nietzsche 1870, S. 533, and considered Lesches the author quoted by Plutarch.

¢ dpaot, Aéoxne... read Wilamowitz, 1920 S. 405, n. 2, and West, 1967 p. 138.
22 Plut. Quaest. conv. 675 A, see n. 5.



suggests that there were at least three contestants — Homer, Hesiod and Lesches®, but
we have no data about any contests of aoids with three or more contestants competing
at the same time®*.

It seems therefore more preferable to read ¢ dnot Aéoxnc and so admit that
Plutarch knew that Lesches had somewhere in his poems spoken something about the
contest between Homer and Hesiod (at the funeral games in Chalkis). In this case it is
quite possible that the contest was really described or at least mentioned in some of
the archaic poems ascribed to Lesches, thus the idea, suggested by Allen times ago,
expresses a considerable amount of probability, and should not be so easily
dismissed?.

It has been thought that Ibycus could also have known about the contest (both
the Delos and the Chalkis versions) and may have referred to it in his Polycrates
encomium (S 151 Page).?® This could prove that the story about the contest was
known in ancient times already.

It is, therefore, quite possible that the knowledge of the contest in the form of several
versions was widely spread by the 5th century. It is probable that the story was
formed in the 6th century at the latest®’. Theagenes from Rhegium, who is known to
be one of the first authors to depict the life and poetry of Homer, might have written
about it already at the end of the archaic period®. In any case there is not a single
reason to believe that Alcidamas had invented the story about the contest. The most he
may have done is just the creation of his own version of the story. Even more, it is
probable that the different versions of the story were not only known in the archaic
period, but also literarily recorded, for example in the works of Lesches or Theagenes.

2 Kirk 1950, p. 150, n. 1.

24 But there exists knowledge of a contest between Lesches and Arktinos: Phanias Eresius fr. 18 FHG,
ap. Clem. Alex. Strom. |, 21, p. 144, 8: ..dupuAANcOaL d¢ tov Aéoxnv "AQKTive Kol VEVIKNKEVAL

% Th. Allen thought that Lesches had in addition to the Little lliad composed a biographical poem
about the life of Homer and it was used as a source by Alcidamas as well as by Plutarch while relating
about the contest of the poets (Allen 1924, p. 26). This would suggest that the contest of Homer and
Hesiod be known since very ancient times already, at least from the 7th century BC. M. West considers
the existence of a biographical poem written by Lesches quite improbable. He says (1967, p. 439), that
among the vast number of early hexametric poems known to have existed in antiquity not a single one
tells about the persons after the Dark Age. There is little hope that any poems on Homer could ever
have existed. He considers it probable that the name of Lesches could have gone into the text of
Plutarch from the scholium where the verses by Lesches similar to the ones found in the text were
reminded of (ibid., p. 438).

But why should the verses written by Lesches about Homer necessarily constitute a
biographical poem? Lesches could easily have described the contest in the form of an excursus in his
Little lliad or in some other poem.

% See R.Janko 1982 Homer, Hesiod and the Hymns. Diachronic development in epic diction,
Cambridge, p. 259, n. 80, and Richardson 1981, p. 3, n. 9. Janko is of the opinion that according to the
fragment of Ibycus, the Delos version of the contest was invented during the time of Polycrates as a
rival version to the one of Chalkis, which was based on the text by Hesiod.

%7 See for example Richardson 1981, p. 1-2.

% Tat. mo. EAA. 31, p. 31.16 =8 B 1 DK.



