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1 It is true that, in his K	�
�	+� book, Bakhtin (1984) does imagine that 
the quoted text may in some way react back, but for my part, I find this in-
conceivable. Bettetini & alia (1995: 150ff) rightly distinguish the “inter-
activity” found in certain multimedia from real interaction; but dialogicity in 
the Bakhtinian vein often seems to be even less interactive. 
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2 One tends to think of cultures as individuated in space, but of course we 
may also distinguish cultures in time; indeed, cultures may in fact be dis-
persed in time as well as in space, to the extent that they correspond to 
different subcultures, interests groups, and so on. 
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3 This becomes particularly absurd when Wertsch (1991: 76f) applies this 
distinction to Gilligan’s critique of Kohlberg’s ethic scale, claiming that 
women react in a more dialogical way, by answering another question that that 
posed by the interviewer. It may be more adequate to say, in Ricoeur’s (1990: 
199ff) terms, that women are more inclined to the “ethical” aim of living a 
good life, rather than applying abstract “moral” rules; but that of course 
contradicts the more general socio-psychological finding, that women tends to 
be more respectful of rules than men. 
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4 In fact, Jakobsons’s position as far as the different sciences goes is much 
less clear-cut than I suggest here; cf. the passages referred to above. 
5 This may be to suppose to much heterogeneity between tribes which ex-
change women; it applies much more properly to women or men marrying 
into another society at the present time. 
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Position of 
displacement 

  A     B 

 
 

Final stage 

 
Several 

B 
(endstage

s) 

Dis- 
placement 
of receiver 
  B      A 

Transport  a  � a a at B, nothing  

at A 

no – 

Exchange (of 
women, goods,
etc.) 

  a  � a,  
  b  �  b 

a at B and b 
at A 

no – 

Language   a  �  a a at A and B possible – 
Picture postcard   a  �  a a at B (sometimes 

also at A) 
no – 

Television pic-
ture, film pic-
ture 

    a  � a1 ...bn a1
 

... bn
 

at A1... Bn  

(and usually at A) 

yes film (and to 
some extent 
TV): b � b 

Publicity poster     a   � a1 ...b
n

 a1 ...bn at A1 ...Bn yes b � b 

Fresco painting      – a at A no b � b 
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6 This is why I  find Grice’s (1989: 213) claim that “those spot meant mea-
sles” entail “he had measles” dubious, if it is not justified by the retrospective 
view taken. 
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7 The example is curious, because what we know from the study of non-
verbal interaction, is that we tend to unintentionally repeat the movements and 
positions of those persons with whom we feel sympathy. This then would be a 
case of an  “innate” standard of correlation between signifier and signified. A 
man who imitates a woman’s movements intentionally would only be able to 
do it based on an observation of such unconsciously produced regularities. 
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8 In the most thorough attempt to define the limits of semantics and prag-
matics I know of, Levinson (1983: 5ff) has to admit he is unable to do so. 
Even his half-hearted suggestions that it can be done by defining semantics 
are merely “truth-functional” breaks down, when he later observes (p. 122ff) 
that implicaturs must have access to a much richer semantic interpretation. 
9 It is true that this is not always the case in the study of implications (cf. 
Levinson 1983: 97ff); it must be admitted that Sperber & Wilson (1986) 
sometimes go to great lengths to find the missing expression. 
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10 This seems to me to be true of most currents of contemporary hermeneu-
tics, as well as of speech act analysis and much of linguistic pragmatics; and it 
is also true, as we will see, of at least some formulations due to the Bakhtin 
circle. 
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11 This was actually the main point of Sonesson 1989. 
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12 It seems evident to me that Voloshinov  is not just a pen-name for Bakhtin 
(for which see now also Morison & Emerson 1991), but on this particular 
issue the position of both men seem rather close. Cf. Bakhtin 1986. 
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13 In other passages, Voloshinov  (as well as the late Bakhtin 1986), actually 
tries to steer between the Scylla of “abstract objectivism” (Saussure) and the 
Charybdis of “individualistic subjectivism” (Spitzer, Croce), but the quoted 
passages are in contradiction to this goal. However, we are not interested in 
interpreting Voloshinov here, but in giving an extreme example of the prag-
matist model. 
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14 Indeed, in Voloshinov’s second situation, as I noted above, what is con-
stant in the two versions is not only the verbal signs, but signs of several other 
semiotic systems, such as the beard, the sitting position, the minute of silence, 
etc. 
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15 I fail to see the point of saying that, in the other instance, nothing is meant. 
Of course, the message that Grice wants a particular brand of cigarettes has 
apparently been conveyed in some other way. But there must be some factor, 
for instance, in the attitude of the tobacconist, which makes the showing of the 
money mean “I have money”. 
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16 In Sonesson 1994c I tried to transplant “intertextuality” to “picture depic-
tions”, which I construed as consisting of a recognisable picture which was 
the referent and some kind of “commentary”. Thus, I also failed to note that 
the essential issue for Bakhtin did not involve individual cases. 
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17 Of course, words, and even phonemes, have their origin in time (and 
space), but that is not relevant in the process of interpretation. It is also true, 
as Bakhtin and, in particular, Voloshinov  would have said, that “standard lan-
guage” can be seen as being imposed on everybody by a particular class or 
other social group, in which case it also “belongs to someone”. But only in a 
case where this is felt to be true by the speakers of the language would the 
question whose voice standard language incarnates be relevant to interpreta-
tion. 
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18 These two types of typicality, to the exclusion of anything similar to the 
language system, is normally what we find in pictures. 
 

19 For more discussion of pragmatics versus semiotics, see Sonesson in press 
d. 
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Märkide elu ühiskonnas  ja väljaspool seda: 
kommunikatsioonikriitika kriitika 

 
Püstitatakse küsimus, milline on see kommunikatsiooni mudel, mis sobiks 
kokku kultuuri tekstuaalse käsitlusega, ehk kuidas suhestuvad kommuni-
katsiooni ja semioosise üldised omadused. Sellest lähtudes vaadeldakse 
ruumilisust, ajalisust, subjekti positsiooni, interpretatsiooni ja normi rolli 
jm. kommunikatsioonis, silmas pidades ja võrreldes lingvistilist, majan-
duslikku ja antropoloogilist tsirkulatsiooni. Rõhutatakse, et kommunikat-
siooni mudeleis on tähelepanu all tähenduse transformatsioon, mitte selle 
loomine. Võrreldakse kommunikatsiooni käsitlust Tartu ja Praha kool-
kondades ning Bahtini ja Voloshinovi töödes. 

�


