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Abstract. Doctoral dissertations in semiotics have been defended at the University 
of Tartu since 1999; since the year 2000, these theses have been published as the 
series Dissertationes Semioticae Universitatis Tartuensis. The present paper provides 
an up-to-date bibliography of the dissertations. 
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Academic institutionalization of semiotics necessarily involves defending doctoral 
theses under the aegis of this subject field at various universities of the world. 
Despite the long history of semiotic research in Estonia, true specialization in 
semiotics became possible only after the establishment of the Department of 
Semiotics at the University of Tartu in 1992. The department immediately opened 
study programmes in semiotics and theory of culture on the bachelor’s and master’s 
levels, and since 1996 also on the doctoral level. 

The first doctoral dissertation in semiotics at the University of Tartu was 
defended by Virve Sarapik on semiotics of art in 1999. Starting from the following 
year, 2000, most of the doctoral theses in semiotics have been published by the 
University of Tartu Press in a series titled Dissertationes Semioticae Universitatis 
Tartuensis (see Fig. 1). PhD programmes in semiotics exist in several universities 
around the world (e.g. Charles University in the Czech Republic, University 
of Bologna in Italy, Catholic University of São Paulo in Brazil, etc.), but such a 
specialized series of published doctoral theses in semiotics may well be unique.
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Figure 1. Covers of the dissertation series (Left – Volumes 1–10; right – the current cover).

Below, Table 1 provides a complete list of doctoral theses in semiotics defended in 
the University of Tartu until now – altogether 46 dissertations. The Table shows 
the number of the volume in the series, the title of the thesis in English as well as 
in the original language if different from English – some theses were written in 
Estonian (seven), Russian (seven), or French (one) –, the supervisors (altogether 
20) and opponents. In four cases, the thesis was published separately, that is, not 
in this series; these cases are marked with an asterisk (‘*’). 

The requirements set for PhD theses at the University of Tartu allow it to be 
either a monograph (labelled as ‘m’ in the table), or based on published articles 
and a cover text (labelled as ‘a’ in the table). The defence occurs at an open meeting 
of the relevant Institute’s council, in which the researcher gives a talk about his or 
her work, followed by a discussion with the opponent(s) and thereafter an open 
session of questions from other participants of the meeting. 
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