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Abstract. This article is devoted to the preliminary results and pilot analysis of the
Russian-Ukrainian war, the next phase of which, in the form of a large-scale invasion,
began on 24 February 2022. The author describes and explains key features of the
confrontation between Russia and Ukraine, emphasising the propaganda, diplomatic
components and the humanitarian aspect of the most significant and bloody war of
the beginning of the 21* century.
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1. Introduction

Today’s information space presents predominantly publicising assessments of
the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine. Obviously, the most objective
ones will be given by future historians who will have the possibility to see the
situation from a particular retrospective viewpoint. But analysing events in
the heat of the moment is also important, laying the foundations for under-
standing what is happening.

The aim of this article is to capture the state of affairs of Russian-Ukrainian
relations under circumstances where both countries are in a state of unde-
clared war. The term “special military operation”, coined by Vladimir Putin?,
has lost its relevance six months after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
The announcement of a “limited” mobilization in September 2022 opened a
new phase of the Russian-Ukrainian war and revealed its large-scale nature
to millions of Russian citizens.’
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This article is one of the first attempts to analyse the preliminary results
of the war. Sources for this article were official documents (like decrees of the
Russian President), periodicals, and Internet media publications.

Although the active phase of the military confrontation continues and
prospects for its end remain dim, some conclusions can already be drawn
today. Recalling that the Russian Federation is a presidential republic, the
peculiar “role reversal” between the presidents of Russia and Ukraine is also
worth noting. In Russian transcription—VI]adimir—they are namesakes,
but in Ukraine it is customary to use the Ukrainian one—Volodymyr. How-
ever, this is not the only difference. Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who had no
political experience before his election, after 24 February became a sym-
bol of resistance in Ukraine and one of the most popular politicians in the
world*. Vladimir Putin, who has been in power for more than 20 years as
prime minister, president, ‘national leader’ and president again, is seriously
deteriorating and becoming politically passive. The Kremlin master finds it
increasingly difficult to respond to the challenges that life throws at him, and
his speech at the Valdai Discussion Club is the best proof of this®. It can be
argued that the relationship through distant dialogue between the leaders of
Russia and Ukraine reflects the trends in Russian and Ukrainian society.

With the beginning of the large-scale invasion of Russian troops on
24 February 2022, the hybrid conflict with low-intensity combat operations
between Russia and Ukraine entered a new phase—large-scale combat ope-
rations (battles, etc.) using all kinds of troops. It is necessary to note the high
intensity of hostilities and the close relationship between the hostilities and
events in the socio-political life of both parties to the war and the world at
large.

2. Peculiarities of the Russian-Ukrainian war

On 24 February 2022, the most thorough and long-term war of the 21* cen-
tury stepped into its next, more slaughterous phase. It was characterized not
only by a particularly bitter confrontation but also exposed the shortcomings
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of the global security system. Clearly, the end of hostilities will signal a radical
change in the international security system.

Russia’s large-scale aggression, which began in February 2022, has moved
the confrontation, which began its armed phase at the end of February 2014
with the capture of Crimea by the “green men’, into its next phase. The Russian
Federation felt strong enough to attempt to subdue Ukraine®. Contrary to the
predictions and assessments of numerous Western experts, Ukraine man-
aged to withstand and repel the aggressor. As a result, instead of the Russian
Blitzkrieg anticipated by a number of influential centres of influence, the
region of Central and Eastern Europe was plunged into a bloody conflict,
causing the region to be referred to as a “bloody land”

The status of “the former republics of the USSR” held by both parties
to the Russian-Ukrainian war does not fully capture the full extent of the
contradictions between Russia and Ukraine as the former played the role of
metropolis in Muscovy/Russian Empire/Soviet Union, while Ukraine was not
simply colonised by its neighbour but acted as a donor for its development
over the centuries’. However, the nature and scale of the confrontation suggest
that the end of the war will be a watershed moment for the post-Soviet space.
Russia’s dominance is coming to an end, a fact that is becoming increasingly
apparent. Developments in the South Caucasus, where Azerbaijan and
Armenia are increasingly seeking ways to reconcile®, and the appearance of
Tajik President Emomali Rahmon at the Russia-Central Asia summit calling
on the Kremlin to respect the Central Asian states’ are significant signals of
the decline of Russia’s authority.

The scale of the confrontation is exacerbated by the use of nuclear threat. It
is not just a matter of Ukraine giving up the third largest nuclear arsenal in the
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world in the early 1990s, which has been transferred to Russia". The ineffec-
tive and declarative nature of the Budapest Memorandum'! became common-
place. Russia seized the Chornobyl and Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plants in
the first weeks of the war'>. The Chornobyl NPP is perhaps the most famous
nuclear facility in the world, long since decommissioned; Zaporizhzhia is
the most powerful nuclear power plant in Europe. The Russian government
did not limit itself to power games with the nuclear plant. However, it could
not prevent an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) delegation from
visiting the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in Enerhodar". Vladimir
Putin’s decree on transferring ownership of Zaporizhzhya NPP' (the largest
nuclear power plant in Europe) to Russia became an example of the most
significant and bald-faced theft ever carried out in public.

However, it is worth noting that Russia did not limit itself to these actions.
Accusations of Ukraine’s preparation of a “dirty bomb” were made shortly
after the large-scale aggression began'®. They did not have the desired effect
for the Kremlin, so a large-scale information and psychological operation
was carried out in October 2022. Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu'’,
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov'” and State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav

' Memorandum on security assurances in connection with Ukraine’s accession to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 05.12.1994. https://treaties.un.org/
Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=0800000280401£bb.
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Volodin'®, one after another in different venues, accused the Ukrainian leader-
ship of preparing to use a nuclear bomb. The purpose of these actions was to
damage Ukraine’s credibility worldwide and to portray Ukraine as a terrorist
state. However, the results of the IAEA inspection have refuted the insinua-
tions of Russian VIP propaganda', only confirming its criminal nature.

There is another factor that experts sometimes overlook. The Russian-
Ukrainian war is a confrontation between states with major Orthodox
denominations. The Russian Orthodox Church occupies an exclusively
pro-government position®, but the situation in Ukraine is somewhat different.
The recently created Orthodox Church of Ukraine and the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate are in opposition. It is, let
me remind you, the most significant part (in terms of people and money,
of course) of the Russian Orthodox Church?. The nature of the confron-
tation and the actions of the opposing sides suggest that the situation in global
Orthodoxy will change significantly once the fighting is over.

3. Russian aggression in Ukraine and international relations

Elaborating on this thought, I would like to point out that the established
format of the multipolar world, which Russia’s actions have challenged, will
also radically change after the end of the Russian-Ukrainian war. Its scale and
ferocity suggest a significant transformation of the format of global inter-
national relations in the near future. Ukraine has solved the issue of its geo-
political survival on the battlefield, proving its viability as a state. At the same
time, the low effectiveness of the OSCE and the International Committee of
the Red Cross has unfortunately become evident to all.

The situation at the United Nations is paradoxical. The vote in the UN
General Assembly on the issue of pseudo-referendums, which Russian

'* Bomopgunu cuen CIIIA u EC noco6HMKaM1 AepPHOTO Teppopu3Ma n3-3a momouu Kuesy.
24.10.2022. https://www.rbc.ru/politics/24/10/2022/63561eee9a794730c7b9c5e9.
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HMKaKUX NPU3HAKOB He3adgBIEHHOI aKTMBHOCTHM. 3.11.2022. https://news.un.org/ru/
story/2022/11/1434282.
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authorities led in the occupied territories of Ukraine®, demonstrated the
attitude of the world community to Russia’s actions. The latter managed to
put together a “coalition of outcasts” in support of itself—only the Russian
Federation, Nicaragua, Syria, Belarus and the DPRK* opposed said resolution
(in March 2022 Eritrea voted for a UNGA™ resolution condemning the inva-
sion of Ukraine, but Nicaragua did not)*. Iran is also a fully-fledged partici-
pant in this coalition, supplying Russia with kamikaze drones which it uses to
attack the critical infrastructure in Ukraine®. On the other hand, meetings of
the UN Security Council, in which Russia abuses its veto power?”, are rapidly
losing procedural meaning and are thus intensifying the debate on the need
to reform the United Nations.

The global community has responded to Russia’s actions with at least two
asymmetric, and therefore effective, steps. On the one hand, on the initiative
of the USA and its NATO partners, the “Ramstein format™® was created on
26 April 2022, which allows us to discuss the prospects of strengthening
the Ukrainian Armed Forces and agree on the need for new supplies. The
presence of all NATO members in the process of ratifying documents on
Finland and Sweden joining the Alliance promotes discussion about the
continuing leadership of NATO in its role of ensuring international security.
Also noteworthy is the reanimation of the Lend-Lease procedure by the
United States which was marked by the realisation of the US leadership’s own
ability to use informational techniques to influence Russia. The United States
is informed almost weekly that a new batch of military aid has been made
available to Ukraine.

22 TenepanbHas Accambres OOH norpe6oBana or MOCKBBI OTMEHUTD PeleHM IO CTa-
TYCY OTAEIbHBIX pailoHOB JloHenKoii, 3anopoxcKoit, Jlyranckoit 1 XepcoHcKoi o6macreit
Vkpaunbi. 12.10.2022. https://news.un.org/ru/story/2022/10/1433377.

» Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (editor’s comment).
** The United Nations General Assembly (editor’s comment).

» Tocres, A. 2022. JIpy3bs, C KAKUMY U BParos He Hy>kHo. Kto B Mupe ocrancs ¢ IlytuabM.
06.05.2022. https://www.svoboda.org/a/druzya-s-kakimi-i-vragov-ne-nuzhno-kto-v-mire-
ostalsya-s-putinym/31836348.html.

* VIpanckue apoHsI B He6e Ykpaunsbl. 22.10.2022. https://ru.euronews.com/2022/10/22/
iranian-drones-in-ukrainian-skies.

7 Cosert besomacnoctu OOH: Poccusi HamoKu/Ia BETO Ha PE3OMIOLIIO, OCYKAAIOLIYIO
aHHeKCcHIO TeppuTopuit Ykpaussl. 30.09.2022. https://news.un.org/ru/story/2022/ 09/1432952.

* DeYoung K.; Timsit, A. 2022. ‘Putin never imagined’ global rally of Ukraine support,
defense secretary says. 26.04.2022. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/04/26/aus-
tin-putin-ukraine-support-military-russia/.
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Before discussing the military component of the confrontation, I would
like to elaborate on the propaganda component of the Russian-Ukrainian
war. After the First World War, information support for combat operations
became a necessary element of warfare. Here, it is necessary to dwell on the
key messages of Russian and Ukrainian propaganda:

The basic messages of Russian propaganda are as follows:

o The priority of Russian propaganda can be said to be the dehumanisation
of the enemy. This trend has been developing since at least 2014 with the
story of the “crucified boy in Sloviansk””, the Ukrainian Defence Forces
being referred to in propaganda messages as “nationalists” and “Zelenskyy
militants™, and being attributed to a variety of military actions and war
crimes. In violation of the Geneva Convention, Russian propagandists are
forcing Ukrainian POWs to publicly “repent” in their own interests’".

o The term “special military operation™ adopted by the Kremlin and the
Russian media on 24 February 2022 proved ineffective. The ideological
construct “special military operation” was supposed to appease Russian
public opinion, but it failed in its objective as reality proved unpredictable
for the Russian leadership.

o The concepts of “denazification” and “demilitarization” were not under-
stood by Russian citizens when applied to the realities of the Russian-
Ukrainian confrontation. They were not reflected in informal commu-
nication in Russian society, despite the fact that it was consistently pumped
full of tales of the “glorious history of the Russian army and navy” and of
the much-talked-about Ukrainian collaboration with the Nazis during the

¥ Kamammuk, I1. 2021. ABTOp delika 0 “paciaATOM ManbuuKe” COXKAJEET O CBOUX CTOBAX U
XKaJyeTcs Ha IJI0Xoe oTHoueHue B Poccun. 12.04.2021. https://hromadske.ua/ru/posts/avtor-
fejka-o-raspyatom-malchike-sozhaleet-o-svoih-slovah-i-zhaluetsya-na-plohoe-otnoshenie-v-
rossii.

* BoeBuknu 3eneHCKOTo HaHecnu yaap no Jueprogapy - BIA 3anopoxpa. 28.07.2022.
https://crimea.ria.ru/20220728/boeviki-zelenskogo-nanesli-udar-po-energodaru--vga-
zaporozhya-1123983234.html.

*' IInennslit 60eBUK “A30Ba” paccKasal o /DKM 3€eleHCKOro Ipo 060pony Mapuymnons.
17.10.2022. https://iz.ru/1411216/2022-10-17/plennyi-boevik-azova-rasskazal-o-1zhi-
zelenskogo-pro-oboronu-mariupolia.

> CBO uper 110 iaHy - cCaTaHNUCTHI M3 “IUBIIN30BAaHHOTO MUpa” OyAyT paséuTol: MHe-
Hue. 24.10.2022. https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/10/24/svo-idet-po-planu-satanisty-iz-
civilizovannogo-mira-budut-razbity-mnenie.
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Second World War, labelling the Ukrainian Armed Forces “Nazis” . As
an aside, there came no answer to the obvious question about the con-
nection between the “denationalization” of Ukraine and the nationality
of the Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is Jewish. In this
matter, Russia can only count on the growth of domestic anti-Semitism.

» Another aspect of the dehumanisation of the enemy is the desire to show
Ukrainian servicemen as adherents of Nazi ideology. The Azov regiment,
banned in Russia, is perceived by Russian propaganda as part of a Nazi
military structure. It is no coincidence that a show trial was being prepared
for captive Azovstal defenders in Russian-occupied Mariupol*. Although
Azovstal’s defense leaders escaped Russian captivity during an exchange in
September 2022, it cannot be entirely claimed that the idea of such a trial
has lost its relevance.

« Foreign servicemen of the Ukrainian Armed Forces whom Russian forces
have taken prisoner have received particular attention. We are referring
primarily to the marines who were sentenced to death by the “court” of
the self-proclaimed DNR* but returned home as a result of the exchange.
In violation of the Geneva Convention, Russian propagandists publicly
showed footage of prisoner interrogations in which they gave testimony
required by the Russian authorities.

o It should be noted that the topic of the possible use of weapons of mass
destruction by Ukraine was not limited to the aforementioned “dirty
bomb” reports: General Igor Kirillov, Chief of Chemical, Bacteriological
and Radiation Defense Troops of the Russian Army, publicly and regu-
larly voiced insinuations about the possible use of toxic substances by
The Armed Forces of Ukraine™. I would like to point out that the Russian
general’s public assumptions have not been objectively confirmed.

*  YKpauHCKMe HAIUCTBI YAPWIM [0 KUTENAM XepPCOHa, KOTOPbIE 3K/Ia/li CBOEIi 09ep el
1A 9BaKyaluu Ha gpyroii 6eper Juempa. 5.11.2022. https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-11-
05/440964-ukrainskie_natsisty_udarili_po_zhitelyam_hersona_kotorye_zhdali_svoey_
ocheredi_dlya_evakuatsii_na_drugoy_bereg_dnepra.

** Popuonos, M. “CremoBarenu fagyT orMamky”, Kak uer mogroroska K rpubynany nap
“AsoBom”. 10.08.2022. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2022/08/10/15249038.shtml.

* BepxOBHblii Cyf TaK HasbiBaeMoit “[JHP” npuroBopui K CMEpTHOII Ka3HU TPeX MHO-
CTpaHIeB, BOEBABILIMX B COCTaBe YKpanHcKoi apmun. 09.06.2022. https://www.currenttime.
tv/a/dnr-sud-nad-tremya-inostrantsami/31890855.html.

* Bbpudunr HayanpHuka Boiick PXB samurst BC P® renepan-neiirenanta Vrops
Kupunnosa no yrposam paguanuonHoi 6esomacHocrn. 24.10.2022. https://function.mil.
ru/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12442898@egNews.
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https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-11-05/440964-ukrainskie_natsisty_udarili_po_zhitelyam_hersona_kotorye_zhdali_svoey_ocheredi_dlya_evakuatsii_na_drugoy_bereg_dnepra
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-11-05/440964-ukrainskie_natsisty_udarili_po_zhitelyam_hersona_kotorye_zhdali_svoey_ocheredi_dlya_evakuatsii_na_drugoy_bereg_dnepra
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2022/08/10/15249038.shtml
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/dnr-sud-nad-tremya-inostrantsami/31890855.html
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/dnr-sud-nad-tremya-inostrantsami/31890855.html
https://function.mil.ru/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12442898
https://function.mil.ru/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12442898

76 YEVHEN MAHDA

o The supply and use of Western weaponry by the AFU can also be called
a sore point for Russian propaganda. Since the start of deliveries of
155-calibre howitzers to Ukraine, which are in service in NATO countries
and have the necessary ammunition, Russian propagandists have been
trying to prove that American and European guns are incapable of
influencing the situation on the frontline”’. Even the Kremlin’s main ally
Alexander Lukashenko has been involved in promoting this thesis®. The
situation has been aggravated by deliveries of HIMARS to Ukraine, which
have demonstrated their high effectiveness. The Russian media reported
the destruction of the “transport and loader unit for HIMARS” in the
summer of 2022, ignoring that a transport and loader unit for this type
of weapon does not exist. Russian Defense Ministry spokesman General
Igor Konashenkov reports on “HIMARS missile interceptions” almost
daily. However, there is not a single objectively confirmed instance of the
destruction of an MLRS® launcher of this type. *

The Kremlin has succeeded in diluting responsibility for its own actions
in several ways. Firstly, the Russian media actively uses the phrase “allied
forces™' to refer to the Russian army and the illegal armed groups created in
2014 in the terrorist quasi-states of the DNR and LNR, and in 2022 in other
occupied regions of Ukraine. I should note that the units created by Ukrainian
citizens are often not formed voluntarily. Another fact is equally telling: the
situation in the occupied regions is commented on by local collaborators
rather than Russian officials. Interestingly, among Russia’s fellow travelers
are not only ex-parliamentarians Yevgeny Balitsky** and Vladimir Saldo®,

¥ Cmenomepanyio Ha YKpayuHe He IIOMOKET OCTAHOBIUTH HY OFHO 3amajHOe OpYyKie —
sKkcmepr. 06.09.2022. https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/09/06/specoperaciyu-na-ukraine-ne-
pomozhet-ostanovit-ni-odno-zapadnoe-oruzhie-ekspert.

* JlykameHnko cunraer, 9ro ppanuysckie CAY Caesar yHIYTOKAT CPasy HOC/E JOCTABKN
Ha Ykpauny. 21.07.2021. https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/15279785.

* Multiple launch rocket system.

“ B IleHTaroHe roBOpAT, 4T0 P® He CMOINTa YHMYTOKUTH HU OJHON YCTAaHOBKM
HIMARS u3 nepegaHHbix Ykpanse. 05.11.2022. https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/
news/2022/11/5/7150093/.

! Corosubie cunbl Poccun u JHP navanu nacrymwienue nog baxmyrom. 29.09.2022. https://
iz.ru/1403343/2022-09-29/soiuznye-sily-rossii-i-dnr-nachali-nastuplenie-pod-bakhmutom.

“ Banmuupxwit EBrenuit Buranpesuu. https://rus.Ib.ua/file/person/815_balitskiy_evgeniy_
vitalevich.html.

*  Buorpadus Bragumupa Canbgo. 05.10.2022. https://tass.ru/info/15958209.


https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/09/06/specoperaciyu-na-ukraine-ne-pomozhet-ostanovit-ni-odno-zapadnoe-oruzhie-ekspert
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/09/06/specoperaciyu-na-ukraine-ne-pomozhet-ostanovit-ni-odno-zapadnoe-oruzhie-ekspert
https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/15279785
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2022/11/5/7150093/
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2022/11/5/7150093/
https://iz.ru/1403343/2022-09-29/soiuznye-sily-rossii-i-dnr-nachali-nastuplenie-pod-bakhmutom
https://iz.ru/1403343/2022-09-29/soiuznye-sily-rossii-i-dnr-nachali-nastuplenie-pod-bakhmutom
https://rus.lb.ua/file/person/815_balitskiy_evgeniy_vitalevich.html
https://rus.lb.ua/file/person/815_balitskiy_evgeniy_vitalevich.html
https://tass.ru/info/15958209

THE MAIN WAR OF THE CENTURY: PRELIMINARY RESULTS 77

but also the anti-vaccinationist Kirill Stremousov*, known for his statements
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The latter died (or was probably killed) on
9 November after Sergei Shoigu ordered Russian troops to leave Kherson®.
This state of affairs did not change even after the pseudo-referendums on the
annexation of the occupied territories of Ukraine to Russia had taken place.

At the same time, the actions of Russian troops in the occupied territories
of Ukraine were often reported on the basis of the work of Soviet propa-
gandists during the “limited contingent of Soviet troops” in Afghanistan in
the late 70s and early 80s of the twentieth century®. If reports from Russian
propagandists are to be believed, the Russian military does nothing but
distribute humanitarian aid, take children to school, plant flowers and water
trees.

Ramzan Kadyrov can safely be called a favourite of Russian propaganda
in Ukraine. The head of the Chechen Republic not only skilfully imitated
direct participation in combat operations but also sent three of his underage
sons to Ukraine, posing with weapons in their hands”. It is worth noting
the alliance between Kadyrov and Vagner’s PMC handler, Yevgeny Prigozhin,
who entered the public sphere by recruiting Russian prisoners to participate
in combat operations in Ukraine*. This Kadyrov-Prigozhin alliance has been
intensely critical of Russian generals®. This tandem is becoming increasingly
visible in the Russian political landscape.

* Dlosxenko, O.; Binoycenko, O. 2021. IIpopociitchkuit TPUKCTeP, KOHCIIPOIOT i BATaXKOK
anTnBakciB. Xto Takuit Kupuao Crpemoycos. 31.08.2021. https://ms.detector.media/trendi/
post/28056/2021-08-31-prorosiyskyy-trykster-konspirolog-i-vatazhok-antyvaksiv-khto-takyy-
kyrylo-stremousov/.

# 3aMrmaBbl OKKYIIAIMOHHOI aMuHICTPanuu XepcoHckoit o6mactu Kupunn Crpemoy-
coB noru6 B [ITII - RT u TACC. 09.11.2022. https://theins.info/news/256839.

“ Pamm, A. 2022. O6macTb Mupa: Kak CerofiHs KuBeT XepcoH. B pernone HanakxnBawTcs
MMpHas )KM3Hb ¥ paboTa IPeAIpUATII, a 9KOHOMMKA IIOCTEIIEHHO IIePeXONUT Ha PYOIIIL.
23.09.2022. https://iz.ru/1338333/aleksei-ramm/oblast-mira-kak-segodnia-zhivet-kherson.

¥ BesmeHoBa, E. 2022. “Onxux Ha y60ii, a CBOMX A€Tell — B peknamy”. 3aueM chHOBbs Kapbl-
poBa e3fmnu B YKpauny. 25.10.2022. URL: https://www.kavkazr.com/a/odnih-na-uboy-a-
svoih-detey-v-reklamu-zachem-synovjya-kadyrova-ezdili-v-ukrainu/32094770.html.

“ TIpuroxuH - o Bep60OBKe 3aKITIOYEHHDBIX Ha BOliHY: “JIn60 39ku, m160 Bamm gern’.
15.09.2022. https://www.svoboda.org/a/prigozhin---o-verbovke-zaklyuchyonnyh-na-voynu-
libo-zeki-libo-vashi-deti-/32035673.html.

“  Asapos, JI. 2022. Kapgsipos u IIpuroxkus perynspHo (M HOZOSPUTENBHO CUHXPOHHO)
KPUTHUKYIOT POCCUIICKYI0 apmuio. Yero oHn go6usarorcsi? Mbl HOMBITAIICH 9TO BBIACHUTD.
4.10.2022. https://meduza.io/feature/2022/10/04/kadyrov-i-prigozhin-regulyarno-i-podozri-
telno-sinhronno-kritikuyut-rossiyskuyu-armiyu-chego-oni-dobivayutsya.
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It is also interesting how Russian propaganda seeks to internationalise the
conflict in Ukraine. In spring there was speculation about the possible entry
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine into unrecognised Transnistria, which turned
out to be fake®, while in autumn the Russian media accused the Moldovan
President Maia Sandu of preparing for war®. The protests in Moldova
organised by the “SOR” party are no less actively covered in Russia™.

Another state that has borders with both Ukraine and Russia is Belarus.
Since the autumn 2020 presidential election, the results of which are not
recognised by much of Europe, its self-proclaimed president Alexander
Lukashenko has been in the orbit of the Kremlin’s influence. In February 2022
he predicted the imminent defeat of Ukraine™, accused NATO of aggressive
actions™, and promoted the favourite Russian thesis of “brotherly peoples™”.
It should be borne in mind that, since 24 February, the territory of Belarus has
become a bridgehead for Russian aggression against Ukraine, a logistics base
for Russian troops, and a hospital for wounded servicemen of the invading
forces. In the autumn of 2022 Putin and Lukashenko agreed to form a regional
grouping of Russian and Belarusian troops.™

Coverage of the actions of Russian troops in Ukraine has two components.
On the one hand, official videos of the Ministry of Defence are posted on
various information platforms. Let me remind you that in Russia the media

* @eiik: YKpanHa MIaHMPYeT 3aXBAaTUTh KPyNHeNIMii cKiajy ¢ 6oenpumacamMu B
ITIpupHecTpoBbe. 26.04.2022. https://www.stopfake.org/ru/fejk-ukraina-planiruet-zahvatit-
krupnejshij-sklad-s-boepripasami-v-pridnestrove/.

°' Tloxa CaHfy TOTOBUT BOEHHYI0 MOGUIM3anuo B MonxoBe, JlyKalleHKO HaMepeH
“mo6mIM3oBaTh Bcex . 4.10.2022. https://www.sovsekretno.ru/news/poka-sandu-gotovit-
voennuyu-mobilizatsiyu-v-moldove-lukashenko-nameren-mobilizovat-vsekh/.

* Cropounuxu naptuu “Illop” npoBopsar muxet y cyna Kumunesa. 05.11.2022. https://ria.
ru/20221105/moldaviya-1829341946.html.

> UntepBbio Anexcangpa Jlykamenko Bnamumupy ConoBbeBy - MOTHAasA BepCcHA.

07.02.2022. https://sputnik.by/20220207/intervyu-aleksandra-lukashenko-vladimiru-
solovevu---polnaya-versiya--1060122998.html.

* Jlykamenko: HATO u YkpanuHa roToBAT HanageHue Ha Beropyccuio, Ho Mano UM He
nmokaxxercsa. 10.10.2022. https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/10/10/lukashenko-nato-i-ukraina-
gotovyat-napadenie-na-belorussiyu-no-malo-im-ne-pokazhetsya.

> JIyKameHKO: mo4eMy Mbl MO3BOMMIN CTONKHYTb N6aMu TpU GpaTcKux Hapoma?
01.09.2022. https://www.belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-pochemu-my-pozvolili-stolknut-
Ibami-tri-bratskih-naroda-521522-2022/.

> Jlykamenko u ITyTHH [OrOBOPHINCH O Pa3BEPTHIBAHMN COBMECTHOI PETMOHATBHOI
IpynnupoBKy Boiick. 10.10.2022. https://www.belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-i-putin-
dogovorilis-o-razvertyvanii-sovmestnoj-regionalnoj-gruppirovki-vojsk-528286-2022/.
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is legally prohibited from using unofficial sources of information about the
“special military operation in Ukraine™. However, this does not in any way
hinder the activities of a group of war correspondents whose practice was
proven as far back as Donbas and Syria during the previous years of Russian
aggression™. It should be noted that such “double-barrelled” information
works mainly in situations where there is no alternative because, since the
large-scale invasion of Ukraine, Russia has taken a number of measures to
close its information space from foreign influence™.

It is strange to observe that Russian propaganda has failed to find a crea-
tive approach to their “limited” mobilisation, which has resulted in the distri-
bution of a significant number of summonses to military conscripts. Since a
number of the mobilised were captured in Ukraine or killed within a month of
the mobilisation being announced®, the question arises: what is happening in
the Russian army and what is the state of the reserves if soldiers and sergeants
are deployed to the war zone without minimal training? Russian propaganda
has failed to answer this question.

At the same time, a remarkable trend should be noted: even the Kremlin’s
system of unifying information about aggressive actions from the Russian
army failed to prevent information circulating about the shooting of fellow
servicemen by Tajiks due to their lack of respect for Islam®, the demands of
mobilized men from Chuvashia to pay them the promised material aid*, and
other manifestations of crises in the Russian army. Putin’s formal statements

 TocpyMa IpPUHAIA 3aKOH 00 yroMOBHOI OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a (PEIKM O POCCHILCKOI
apminn. 04.03.2022. https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-60615902.

¥ “BoeHKOpBI” — HOBBIl THII POCCHIICKMX MPONATaHAMCTOB. Bo BpeMs BoOiiHBI OHI
Habpanu OrpoOMHYI0 IONYIAPHOCTD, a TeNeph APOCTHO KPUTUKYIOT BAACTH M MUHOOOPOHBI
P®. 13.09.2022. https://meduza.io/episodes/2022/09/13/voenkory-novyy-tip-rossiyskih-
propagandistov-vo-vremya-voyny-oni-nabrali-ogromnuyu-populyarnost-a-teper-yarostno-
kritikuyut-vlast-i-minoborony-rf.

* Yypmanosa, K. 2022. 3a yto B Poccun sanpetnnu Meta 1 MOKHO M HOTB30BaTbCA
Facebook u Instagram. 28.03.2022. https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-60903909.

% Bomesun, gpaku, cynnupasl. Mo6unusoanubie B Poccun norubaror, He o6paBuinch
mo ¢pponTa. 12.10.2022. https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-63227622.

' Paccrpen mon Benropomom: 4ro M3BECTHO O MOAO3PEBAEMbIX TaJKMKUCTAHIIAX.

12.10.2022. https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32089008.html.

% B YIbAHOBCKOII 061acTH MOGMIN3OBaHHbIE YCTPOUIN MAaCCOBYIO aKIJMIO IPOTECTa
M3-3a OTCYTCTBMA 06eImaHHbIX BhIIAT. 2.11.2022. https://meduza.io/news/2022/11/02/v-
ulyanovskoy-oblasti-mobilizovannye-ustroili-massovuyu-aktsiyu-protesta-iz-za-otsutstviya-
obeschannyh-vyplat.
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about his heightened attention to the mobilized men were a response to it®. It
should be noted that as far back as 8 March 2022, the president of the Russian
Federation assured everyone that “reservists will not be drafted”**.

After 10 October 2022, the official Russian media (RIA Novosti, TASS)
began to cover in detail the results of massive missile strikes on peaceful
targets in Ukraine aimed at destroying critical infrastructure and facts about
declaring air raids on Ukrainian megacities and regional centres®. This is
far from indicative of the effectiveness of Russian propaganda but of its
criminal nature, which should be legally assessed after the end of the Russian-

Ukrainian war.

4. Ukrainian propaganda in the context
of the Russian invasion

After the large-scale Russian invasion, many popular Ukrainian TV channels
(both private TV holding companies and the parliamentary TV channel Rada
and Public Broadcasting Suspilne TV) united to run the “Unified News” TV
marathon. Its creation was a forced step, and its functioning is only sometimes
effective. It is not surprising that the professional community criticised the
“United News” marathon’s production®. That being said, Minister of Culture
and Information Policy Alexander Tkachenko is convinced that the current
format of news presentation must remain until the war ends®.

Three television channels close to former president Petro Poroshenko
(Pryamiy, Pyatiy, and Espresso) were disconnected from digital television
broadcasting while retaining the ability to broadcast via satellite, YouTube,
and other digital platforms. Attempts to find those responsible for this

$ TIyTuH WIaHUPYeT TMIHO OOCYAUTD C POCCUAHAMY CUTYAIIMIO C TIOAJIEPKKOI MOGMIN-
3oBaHHbIX. 07.11.2022. https://www.interfax.ru/business/871369.

¢ TlospgpaBneHne poCCHitcKUM >KeHIMHAM ¢ 8 MapTa. 08.03.2022. http://kremlin.ru/events/
president/news/67937.

% Ha Ykpaune 06bABIIM BO3AYIIHYIO TPEBOTY B YeThIPex 06macTsax, coo6muym CMU.
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contraversion within the Ukrainian government system were unsuccessful®.
At the same time, it should be noted that all three TV channels have main-
tained their position of support for the state of Ukraine and have not resorted
to indiscriminate criticism of their attackers.

The format of daily video appeals to the people of Ukraine chosen by
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s team has been a success. Among other things, they
provide an antidote to claims from Russian propaganda about the fleeing
President of Ukraine which constantly appear in the information space®.
Zelenskyy’s TV appeals to the parliaments of primarily EU and NATO states,
and other TV initiatives of the Ukrainian head of state have also proven to be
quite successful.

The decisions of the Ukrainian authorities to apply for membership of the
European Union and NATO, mentioned above, are also among them. They
make it possible to designate reference points for the country’s future develop-
ment, to create an image of a “bright future” that is technologically necessary
for millions of citizens experiencing the most extensive trials of their lives,
regardless of age and level of wealth. “Return to civilization” is how we can
characterise Ukraine’s European and Euro-Atlantic vectors, designed for the
prospect of implementation. The perspective of implementing these foreign
policy initiatives will be discussed below.

An essential component of the information confrontation is video foot-
age shot by the Ukrainian military and other security agencies’ employees in
direct combat conditions. Their volume and information saturation are quali-
tatively higher than those that Russian propaganda offers to its consumers. It
is interesting to note that Ukrainian journalists covering the course of combat
operations prefer not to call themselves “war correspondents”

We report on the number of dead defenders of Ukraine and the active
horizontal interaction between Ukrainian citizens and representatives of
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sympathising states.”” Various mass actions’' are not the only elements of
solidarity; there is also fundraising in Lithuania and Poland to purchase
Bayraktar UAVs for the needs of the Armed Forces of Ukraine’.

One aspect of Russian propaganda against which there is still no effective
counteraction can be called anonymous telegram channels controlled by
Russian special services”. Their integration into Ukraine’s information
space began in 2018-2019, creating an impressive base of subscribers. Today,
these instruments of influence are focused on forming an alternative reality,
creating preconditions for the growth of capitulating sentiments and streng-
thening Russian influence in Ukraine. It is doubtful that they have any impact
on the decision-making process. Still, they are able to influence the mood in
Ukrainian society, which is important if we take into account the democratic
nature of Ukrainian society.

It should be emphasised that the decisions in 2015-2017 to restrict the
broadcasting of Russian TV channels and the spread of Russian social net-
works in Ukraine™, coupled with the closure of pro-Russian TV channels in
February 20217, have significantly increased Ukraine’s information security.
At the same time, mechanisms of state censorship have not been officially

7 B YKpauHe OYTH CeMb THICAY YeTOBEK CIMTAIOTCA NMPONABINMu 6e3 BecTu, — Masap
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chelovek-schitayutsya-propavshimi-bez-vesti-malyar-video.

' Ot Téumucu o Jlnona: B EBporne npoumm MaccoBble MUTHHTH B MOIeP/KKY YKPAaUHBL
05.03.2022. https://dumskaya.net/news/ot-tbilisi-do-liona-v-evrope-proshli-massovye-
mi-160756/.

72 Kpamap, O. 2022. Mino6oponu YKkpaiHi HaropoauIo TUTOBCHKOTO XYypHAIicTa, KNt
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pd. 21.03.2021. https://www.unn.com.ua/ru/news/1969004-sbu-oprilyudnila-spisok-telegram-
kanaliv-yaki-koordinuyut-spetssluzhbi-rf.

7 Pomaurenko, C. 2020. YkpauHa IIpOJ/Iiia Ha TPU FOfia 6TT0KUPOBKY POCCUICKUX COLICETEIH.
15.05.2020. https://www.dw.com/ru/yKpanHa-Ipognia-Ha-Tpu-rofa-6I0KNPOBKY-POCCUIL-
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launched. Paradoxically, this situation is helped by the Ukrainian population’s
low media literacy level, many of whose citizens are satisfied with the quality
of information from the “Unified News” telethon.

5. Quantity vs Quality: Military Aspects of
the Confrontation between Russia and Ukraine

Considering the military component of the confrontation between Russia and
Ukraine, it is necessary to note the following facts:

+ Russia gambled on an attempt to quickly seize Kyiv’®, to change the
Ukrainian government, and thus bring chaos to the defensive actions of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine. In this way, the Russian authorities not
only managed to mark allied relations with Belarus in the most obvious
way, but also to save time and resources. The failure of this plan made the
Russian-Ukrainian war more protracted.

o The successes of the invasion forces include the rapid capture of Kherson,
which became the only regional centre captured by Russia after 24 Feb-
ruary 2022. In this context, it is necessary to consider the restoration of
the water supply to Russian-occupied Crimea and the Kremlin’s desire to
maintain control over this territory.

o In March-April 2022, Ukrainian forces regained control of the Kyiv and
Chernihiv regions”. This not only liberated previously occupied territories
but also eliminated the threat of capturing Kyiv and Chernihiv—defence
of the latter was also strategically important.

o In September 2022, the AFU, having indicated its desire to advance in
the Kherson region, carried out a swift offensive in the Kharkiv region,
almost completely liberating it and creating the conditions to put pressure
on the Luhansk and Donetsk regions. The threat of capturing Kharkiv
was eliminated and the intensity of shelling in the megalopolis was signi-
ficantly reduced.

7S Harris, S.; DeYoung, K.; Khurshudyan, L.; Parker, A.; Sly, L. 2022. Road to war: U.S. strug-
gled to convince allies, and Zelensky, of risk of invasion. 16.08.2022. https://www.washington-
post.com/national-security/interactive/2022/ukraine-road-to-war/?fbclid=IwAROfW6RyBvjo
boiy4aOtpg3dpmeFkEK3egnYli6kA7r9TIk]Ixjv9xQggGE.
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It is worth noting that Russia failed to establish air supremacy despite
its numerical advantage in planes and helicopters and the refusal of
Western countries to supply Ukraine with fourth-generation aircraft. The
Ukrainian air force demonstrated high training and dedication.

Russia was forced to change its tactics: it switched from using high-
precision Kalibr missiles and a single use of hypersonic Kynzhal missiles
to massive use of Kh-55 and Kh-555 missiles in the summer of 2022. In
autumn it gambled on attacks on Ukrainian critical infrastructure with
kamikaze drones”. This suggests that the Russian Federation’s initial plans
for a blitzkrieg in Ukraine have failed.

A separate episode in the Russian-Ukrainian war was the destruction
of the Moskva missile cruiser by the Ukrainian Armed Forces”. Two
Ukrainian-made Neptun missiles delivered a fatal blow to the flagship of
the Russian Black Sea Fleet, having a powerful military and psychological
effect. The obvious superiority at sea played a cruel joke on the Russian
military. In late October 2022 Ukraine used drone boats to attack Black
Sea Fleet ships in Sevastopol Bay, triggering a panicked reaction from
Russian authorities®.

Since 24 February, the Armed Forces of Ukraine have demonstrated high
combat skills and readiness for independent action, managing not to lose
control in the face of a massive invasion by Russia. The creation of the
Territorial Defense Forces of the Ukrainian Armed Forces made it possible
to promptly resolve the issue of increasing the numerical component of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces.

The Russian army proved unable to use the factor of a relative surprise
attack to its full extent; its technical equipment and tactical training did
not allow it to act successfully against Ukrainian forces. The actions of the
Ukrainian forces offset the successes of the first days of the invasion.
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o It can be said that the course of military operations in Ukraine has refuted
numerous assumptions from Western military experts who predicted the
collapse of the AFU and the collapse of Ukrainian statehood in the event
of a Russian attack. Their calculations were based on the assumption that
confrontation between Russian and Ukrainian armies would be a war of
similar armies of different sizes. It turned out, however, that the Ukrainian
Armed Forces which had been gaining combat experience since 2014 were
much more effective than the Russian Army.

The dramatic changes in international relations provoked by Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine were reflected in various diplomatic moves. An analysis
of their dynamics during the 250 days after Russia’s large-scale invasion allows
us to draw disappointing conclusions for the Kremlin.

6. International aspects of Russia’s war against Ukraine

The start of full-scale aggression was accompanied by three rounds of talks
between representatives of Russia and Ukraine on the territory of Belarus
(February 28, March 3 and 7)*'. Among the concrete results of this process
was the preservation of diplomatic relations between Ukraine and Belarus
despite Russian troops invading Ukraine from its territory.

The result of these talks was the draft Istanbul communiqué, presented
by the Ukrainian side on March 29 during the talks in Turkey. It implied a
number of compromise positions on the part of Ukraine. Still, the course
of military actions in the vicinity of Kyiv promptly changed the Ukrainian
authorities’ position. The war crimes of the Russian occupants in Bucha,
Irpen, and Borodyanka that became known made further negotiations with
Russian representatives senseless and politically dangerous for Zelensky’s
team. Since August 2022, the restoration of Ukraine’s territorial integrity,
including Crimea which Russia occupied in 2014, has been the main goal of
the confrontation between Ukraine and Russia at the official level*.

' TleperoBops! Mexxay Poccueii m YKpanHoii: ecTb 1M IPOTPecc M HACKOIBKO GIM3KO
cormamenne? 21.03.2022. https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-60822040.
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It is worth noting that the self-proclaimed president of Belarus, Aleksandr
Lukashenko, was practically the only ally of Russia not to hide relations with
the aggressor. The other subjects of international relations—arms suppliers
like Iran® or China and India** who buy Russian raw materials at a geopolitical
discount—prefer not to flaunt their allied contacts with the Kremlin. This
suggests that the process of Russia’s demythologisation continues unabated
and that it is losing its status as a predictable partner and authoritative partici-
pant in international relations.

 One interesting diplomatic element of the Russo-Ukrainian war was the
grain agreement signed in Istanbul on 22 July 2022*. It is worth noting
that its signing became possible after the destruction by Ukrainian armed
forces of the flagship of the Russian Black Sea Fleet, the missile cruiser
the Moskva, and the de-occupation of the Island Zmiinyi (Snake Island)
in the Black Sea®. Russia was forced to sign the grain agreement to save
its international reputation. It is indicative that Russia’s attempts to uni-
laterally block implementation of the agreement in November 2022 caused
Turkey’s dissent, forcing the Kremlin to change its position.

+ Russia’s aggression forced the U.S. and the EU to apply economic sanctions
against it, which together turned out to be the largest sanctions package
in history*’. Its main components are not the cutting off of some Russian
banks from SWIFT®* or the EU’s refusal to buy Russian crude oil, which
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B Poccnro. 05.11.2022. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2022/11/05/15736129.shtml.
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will come into effect in December 2022%. Much more important is the loss
of Russia’s status as a predictable and effective partner, capable of being an
adequate participant in the international economy.

o In the same context, we should consider the sabotage of the NordStream
gas pipeline in the Baltic Sea. It is well known that the second phase of
this ambitious project was not implemented™, while Gazprom stopped
the first one after a series of political speculations’. The explosions on the
branches of NordStream® which took place on 26 September 2022 have of
course given rise to conspiracy theories but investigations into their nature
are still ongoing. It should be noted that this did not prevent EU countries
from filling their storage capacities by November 2022 in volumes that
would practically rule out any problems with the passage of the heating
season. Even Russia had to admit this”. This situation suggests that the
EU-Russia energy relationship (an important element of international
politics in recent years) will change once and for all.

 One interesting and revealing fact: despite the fierce nature of hostilities
between Russia and Ukraine, the latter continues to act as a transit country
for Russian energy resources. The reason for this is simple: stopping the
transit would cause the pro-Russian lobby within the European Union
to strengthen its position, which could lead to a decrease in support for
Ukraine from the European Union.

The scale of the confrontation between Russia and Ukraine makes the role
of peacemaker, able to stop the bloodshed with his own efforts, attractive.
It is clear that Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has repeatedly
stated his desire to bring Russia and Ukraine to the negotiating table, has
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https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/87269.

% Typkos, A. 2022. ®PT ocranosmwra CII2. Yto Gyzer ¢ Tpy6oli, Ta3oM M IeHAMM?
23.02.20222. https://www.dw.com/ru/frg-ostanovila-severnyj-potok-2-chto-budet-s-truboj-
gazom-i-cenami/a-60891439.

! “Tasmpom” MOMHOCTHIO OCTaHOBMI “CeBepHBbIii MOTOK” HAa HEONpPE/eNeHHBII CPOK.
02.09.2022. https://www.rbc.ru/economics/02/09/2022/63122f949a7947dde66915¢7.

> Bakynenko, C. 2022. Apapuu Ha “CeBepHBbIX IIOTOKax > UTO O HUX IIOHATHO, @ YTO — HET.
30.09.2022. https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/88050.

> EBpPOCOI03 3aIl0THII ra30Bble XpaHunnima Ha 90 mpouentos. 4.10.2022. https://lenta.ru/
news/2022/10/04/kachaut/.
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the upper hand in this matter®. Pope Francis™, French President Emmanuel
Macron®®, and Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer®” have been less active in
their mediation efforts. The nature of the confrontation between Russia and
Ukraine seems to leave little room for such a role.

Against the background of the continuing demythologization of Russia and
the decline of its authority in the international arena, it is interesting to note
Ukraine’s progress in achieving its main foreign policy goals. On February 28,
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, together with Prime Minister Denys Shmygal
and Parliament Speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk, applied for Ukrainian member-
ship in the European Union™. We should emphasize the political will of the
European Union which managed to consider the application promptly and
grant Ukraine the status of candidate for EU membership”.

o It is worth noting a number of fundamental points. Ukraine obtained
candidate status in the EU together with Moldova (Moldova and Georgia
applied for EU membership at the beginning of March 2022'*, but
Georgia’s application was not supported in Brussels). Such a decision
from the European Union requires Ukraine to build good neighbourly
relations with Moldova and to act in tandem with European integration.
In addition, it should be recognised that the EU has its own ramifications
in granting Ukraine the status of candidate for EU membership. Thus, the
issue of extracting Ukraine from the “Russian world” is being resolved,

** Kyca, M. 2022. COM03HUK, IOCPEJHNK NIV PaspbiB. Kakue mepcrieKTUBHI y OTHOIIEHMI
Ykpanusl u Typrmyn. 26.09.2022. https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/87998.

% Tlama Pumckuit ®panuuck o6parmics K riaBam P® u YKpauHbI ¢ IPU3BIBOM TOMOXKUTD
KoHel KoHmukTy. 02.10. 2022. https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/15932657.

% HesepoBa, A. 2022. MakpoH npussan Ykpanty u P® BepHyTbCs K ieperoBopam. 13.10.2022.
https://www.dw.com/ru/makron-prizval-ukrainu-i-rossiu-vernutsa-k-peregovoram/a-63421209.

7 Mapkos, 3. 2022. Kauyep Ascrpuu Hexammep npussan Poccuio u YkpayHy BepHYTbCS
3a CTO HeperoBopos. 10.10.2022. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2022/ 10/10/18763591.
shtml.

* Heseposa, A. 2022. EBpocoi03 Ha4asl paccMaTpuBaTh 3asBKY Ha BCTYIUIEHVE YKPauHBL.
07.03.2022. https://www.dw.com/ru/evrosojuz-pristupil-k-rassmotreniju-zajavki-na-
vstuplenie-ukrainy/a-61045245.

*  CaBunkmit, A. 2022. Kues B Boctopre: YKpanna - KaHAujaT Ha BCTymwieHne B EC.
24.06.2022. https://www.dw.com/ru/kiev-v-vostorge-ukraina-kandidat-na-vstuplenie-v-
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100 Ipysua n Mongosa noganu 3aaBKu Ha Bcrymenne B EC B ycKkopeHHOM mopspake.
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es-v-uskorennom-poryadke/31734721.html.
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and prerequisites are being created for Brussels to step up efforts to rebuild
Ukraine after the end of the Russian-Ukrainian war. President of the Euro-
pean Commission Ursula von der Leyen has already stated that the EU is
ready to be the agent of Ukraine’s recovery'". This process is highly likely to
become an economic impetus for the development of the European Union.

Ukraine has responded to Russia’s pseudo-referendums in occupied Ukrainian
territories on joining the Russian Federation with an announcement from
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on 30 September 2022 of an “accelerated application”
to join NATO'. This information impulse allowed Ukraine to reduce the
negative effect of Russia’s actions. Still, it did not allow it to seriously expect to
join the North Atlantic Alliance before a real end of hostilities between Russia
and Ukraine. The reason is obvious: there are enough states within NATO not
ready to extend the principle of collective security of the Alliance to Ukraine,
which continues to wage war against Russia in possession of a nuclear arsenal.

The diplomatic component of the Russian-Ukrainian war has become
an essential component of the confrontation between the two countries.
The dynamics of events allow us to assert that Russia is consistently losing
credibility in the international arena while remaining a member of the nuclear
club and a permanent member of the UN Security Council. At the same time,
Ukraine is leaving the “grey zone” between the “Russian world” and Western
civilisation at a brisk pace, opting for the latter.

7. The humanitarian component of the Russian-Ukrainian war

It is impossible to talk about the war between Russia and Ukraine without
mentioning losses on both sides. Obviously, there is an element of military
propaganda in mentioning the number of dead and wounded servicemen on
the opposing sides; one only has to look at the statement by Russian Defence
Minister Sergey Shoigu'®”. However, there is another point to consider: thou-
sands of Ukrainian civilians have been killed and wounded in hostilities. This

! Illepuyxk, C. 2022. [TnardopMy AN BOCCTRHOBIEHNS YKPauHbI JODKHBI CO3HATh HO
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19 Ukraine Applies for Accelerated NATO Membership. 30.09.2022. https://www.eurointe-
gration.com.ua/rus/news/2022/09/30/7147833/.
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fact is indisputable proof of the criminality of this Russian aggression against
Ukraine.

Another critical point is the refugee factor. Millions of Ukrainian citizens
have been forced to leave their homes, and the prospect of their return today
looks far from clear'™. We are dealing with the biggest migration crisis of the
21* century, the consequences of which will still affect both the development
of Ukraine and the functioning of the Ukrainian diaspora in various European
countries.

This process also has a downside: after Vladimir Putin announced par-
tial mobilisation in Russia, approximately 700,000 people left the country'®.
Ukrainian political philosopher Volodymyr Yermolenko noted that this is the
first time in history that citizens of an aggressor state, rather than of a country
that has been a victim of aggression, have left the country. Demographic dif-
ferences are also evident. While it was mostly women, the elderly and children
who left Ukraine, men of conscription age left Russia in an emergency. Their
coexistence in European refugee camps is hardly an example of reconciliation
between the two nations in the foreseeable future.

Ukraine has demonstrated self-organisation skills by effectively developing
a volunteer movement, turning confrontation with Russia into an element
of a national idea. Large-scale donations by citizens for the needs of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces, the complicity of almost all Ukrainian oligarchs
in this process, and the existence of a number of foundations engaged in the
procurement of necessities for Ukraine’s defenders are a reality in 2022. At
the same time, Russia favours the use of cripples from the behavioural model
of its opponents, betting on administrative resources. However, this “partial”
mobilisation has exposed the problems in the Russian army: xenophobia and
disrespect for national minorities caused a bloody incident in the Belgorod
region'®. Riots by mobilised servicemen demanding payment of promised

wages have also become a familiar element of Russian reality'”".

1% Yycmo Gexxennes u3 YKpanHbl cO CTaTycOM BpeMeHHOIT samuTsl B EBporne focrurio
noutu 4,2 MiH, B muaepax Ilonpma, Tepmanua n Yexua - OOH. 02.10.2022. https://
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1% Poccuro mocne 21 centa6ps nokunymm okono 700 000 rpakgan. 04.10.2022. https://www.
forbes.ru/society/478827-rossiu-posle-21-sentabra-pokinuli-okolo-700-000-grazdan.

19 2 attackers opened fire on volunteer troops preparing to deploy to Ukraine. 15.10.2022.
https://www.npr.org/2022/10/15/1129321544/russia-soldiers-shooting-training-belgorod.
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M3-32 OTCYTCTBIA OGelaHHbIX BbIIaT. 20.11.2022. https://meduza.io/news/2022/11/02/v-
ulyanovskoy-oblasti-mobilizovannye-ustroili-massovuyu-aktsiyu-protesta-iz-za-otsutstviya-
obeschannyh-vyplat.


https://ru.interfax.com.ua/news/general/862590.html
https://ru.interfax.com.ua/news/general/862590.html
https://www.forbes.ru/society/478827-rossiu-posle-21-sentabra-pokinuli-okolo-700-000-grazdan
https://www.forbes.ru/society/478827-rossiu-posle-21-sentabra-pokinuli-okolo-700-000-grazdan
https://www.npr.org/2022/10/15/1129321544/russia-soldiers-shooting-training-belgorod
https://meduza.io/news/2022/11/02/v-ulyanovskoy-oblasti-mobilizovannye-ustroili-massovuyu-aktsiyu-protesta-iz-za-otsutstviya-obeschannyh-vyplat
https://meduza.io/news/2022/11/02/v-ulyanovskoy-oblasti-mobilizovannye-ustroili-massovuyu-aktsiyu-protesta-iz-za-otsutstviya-obeschannyh-vyplat
https://meduza.io/news/2022/11/02/v-ulyanovskoy-oblasti-mobilizovannye-ustroili-massovuyu-aktsiyu-protesta-iz-za-otsutstviya-obeschannyh-vyplat

THE MAIN WAR OF THE CENTURY: PRELIMINARY RESULTS 91

In the autumn of 2022, the Russian military struck at Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure, damaging it significantly'®. This was a violation of the laws
and rules of war aimed at destabilising the situation in Ukraine. However, the
blackouts have not provoked mass protests in Ukraine.

A litmus test for the width of the divide between Russia and Ukraine was
the reaction of Ukrainian society to the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize
to Memorial (Russia), imprisoned founder of the human rights organisa-
tion “Viasna” Ales Belyatski (Belarus) and the “Centre for Civil Liberties”
(Ukraine)'”. This suggests that the notion of “good neighbourliness” will not
return to Russian-Ukrainian relations in the foreseeable future and that the
phrase “friendship of peoples” lies buried under the ruins of Ukrainian towns
and villages and in the graves of the innocent victims of Russian aggression.

8. Conclusions

Russia’s large-scale invasion of Ukraine, which began on 24 February 2022,
has not allowed the Kremlin to achieve its goals; we have seen the degradation
of Russian foreign policy and the escalation of problems in the economy and
public life of the Russian Federation.

» Contrary to numerous predictions, Ukraine has proved to be an internally
resilient state, capable of resisting an aggressor;

* international support of Ukraine for countering Russia’s actions has been
formalized;

» the war between Russia and Ukraine is far from being over.

At the same time, it can be argued that it has not only acquired the character
of a bitter confrontation but has defined the prospect of an end: only the
victor will be able to preserve the structure of the state and its possibilities
for development. The loser will have to come to terms with a deep political
crisis and disintegration within the country. The position of NATO countries,

1% Pskeyrckas, J1. 2022. DHepreTudeckuit GPOHT: KaK YKPAVHI[BI SKOHOMAT /IEKTPOIHEP-
ruio. 22.10.2022. https://www.dw.com/ru/energeticeskij-front-kak-ukraincy-ekonomat-
elektroenergiu/a-63518853.
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BpeMeHHOe IPHCYXK/eHue npeMun Mupa naypearam us P® u Benapycu. 07.10.2022. https://
nv.ua/ukraine/events/pochemu-nobelevskaya-premiya-mira-2022-vozmutila-ukraincev-
obyasnenie-komiteta-i-reakciya-obshchestva-50275191.html.
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publicly voiced by the Secretary General of the Alliance Jens Stoltenberg'"’,
suggests that Ukraine will win this war. Although the criteria for victory are
still in the process of being determined, this is inevitably becoming apparent
to a growing number of people around the world.
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https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/87212.

MATAT3: Ha 3anoposxckoit ADC HapyllleHbI Bce ceMb 00513aTeTbHBIX KOMIIOHEH-
TOB AfiepHOI 6esomacHoctu. 06.09.2022.
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-62811953.

Mapadon “EnyHi HOBMHI Ma€ IPOJOBKYBATU CBOE iCHYBaHHA i He 3arpoXKye
cBoOopi cmoBa - Tkauenko. 06.10.2022.
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-tkachenko-marafon-svoboda-slova/
32066666.html.

Mapxkos, 3. 2022. Kannnep Asctpun Hexammep mpussan Poccuto n Ykpanny Bep-
HYTbCSA 32 CTON 1eperosopos. 10.10.2022.
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2022/10/10/18763591.shtml.

MenbHuKOBa, A. 2022. MATATD He Hauto B YKpauHe ciefoB pa3paboTKu “TpsA3HOI
60M6b1™. 3.11.2022.
https://www.dw.com/ru/inspekcia-magate-ne-nasla-v-ukraine-priznakov-
razrabotki-graznoj-bomby/a-63641262.

Ha YkpanHe o6bsIBUIN BO3IYLUIHYIO TPEBOTY B YeThIpeX 00MacTAX, COOOIMMIN
CMI. 06.11.2022.
https://ria.ru/20221106/svo-1829419647.html.
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Ham mnsax - me misax He3aneKHOCTi, TepUTOpianbHOI LilicHOCTI, iHTerpanii 3
nuBiTi30BaHNM CBiTOM, ntsix P® - mopaska it rann6a - 3BepHeHHs [Ipesn-
genTa YKpainm. 30.09.2022.
https://www.president.gov.ua/news/nash-shlyah-ce-shlyah-nezalezhnosti-
teritorialnoyi-cilisnost-78197.

Hesepoga, A. 2022. Asepbaiinxana nposenu mneperosopst B CIITA. 08.11.2022.
https://www.dw.com/ru/glavy-midov-armenii-i-azerbajdzana-proveli-peregovory-
v-ssa/a-63687131.

Heseposa, A. 2022. EBpocoro3 Hadajl pacCMaTpMBaTh 3aABKy Ha BCTYIJIEHNE
Yxpannsl. 07.03.2022.
https://www.dw.com/ru/evrosojuz-pristupil-k-rassmotreniju-zajavki-na-
vstuplenie-ukrainy/a-61045245.

Heseposga, A. 2022. MakpoH npussan Ykpauny u PO BepHYTbcs K IIeperoBopam.
13.10.2022.

https://www.dw.com/ru/makron-prizval-ukrainu-i-rossiu-vernutsa-k-peregovoram/
a-63421209

OxkynanTs! yuru ot Kuesa u Yepunurosa ausa saxsara JJon6acca - PO roro-
BUTCA K 3aTKHOI Boiine. 03.04.2022.
https://www.segodnya.ua/strana/podrobnosti/okkupanty-ushli-ot-kieva-i-
chernigova-dlya-zahvata-donbassa-rf-gotovitsya-k-zatyazhnoy-voyne-1612684.
html.

Ony61MKOBaH TEKCT 36PHOBOTO COIIAllEHN S, MOANUCAHHOTO ceropH:a B Cram-
6yne. 22.07.2022.
https://ukragroconsult.com/ru/news/opublikovan-tekst-zernovogo-soglasheniya-
podpisannogo-segodnya-v-stambule/.

Ot Tounucu go JInona: B EBpone npouyn MacCoBble MUTHHIY B HOJAEPKKY
Yxpaunsi. 05.03.2022.
https://dumskaya.net/news/ot-tbilisi-do-liona-v-evrope-proshli-massovye-
mi-160756/.

ITama Pumckuit @paniuck odparuica K riaBam P@ u YkpauHsl ¢ Ipu3bIBOM
TOTIOKUTH KOHel, KOHPmuKTy. 02.10. 2022.
https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/15932657.

Ileperosopnr Mmexxay Poccueit 1 YKpauHoii: eCTh 1M IPOrpecc M HaCKOIbKO
6mmu3ko cormamenue? 21.03.2022.
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-60822040.

IlneHHbIiT 60eBUK “A30Ba” paccKasal o KU 3eIeHCKOro npo o6opony Mapuy-
noms. 17.10.2022.
https://iz.ru/1411216/2022-10-17/plennyi-boevik-azova-rasskazal-o-1zhi-zelenskogo-
pro-oboronu-mariupolia.

IlosgpaBnenue poccuiickum >keHuyHaM ¢ 8 Mapra. 08.03.2022.
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67937.
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IToxa CaHy TOTOBUT BOEHHYI0 MoOMIN3amuio B Monpgose, JIykalieHKO HaMepeH
“mo6mnu3oBaTh Beex”. 04.10.2022.
https://www.sovsekretno.ru/news/poka-sandu-gotovit-voennuyu-mobilizatsiyu-
v-moldove-lukashenko-nameren-mobilizovat-vsekh/.

IIpuroxuH - o Bep60OBKe 3aKTIOYEHHBIX Ha BOIHY: “J/In60 39KkM, MO0 BamIN
mern”. 15.09.2022.
https://www.svoboda.org/a/prigozhin---o-verbovke-zaklyuchyonnyh-na-voynu-
libo-zeki-libo-vashi-deti-/32035673.html.

ITyrun Ha Bampaiickom ¢popyme. Ipsamort adup. 27.10.2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duUL8bFTf64.

ITyTuH mraHupyeT TUYHO OOCYIUTH C POCCUAHAMI CUTYALMIO C MONAEPXKKOI
MoO6MIM3oBaHHbIX. 07.11.2022.
https://www.interfax.ru/business/871369.

ITyTHH mOpy4Yuna NpUHATD B eAepanTbHYI0 COOCTBEHHOCTD 00BEKTHI 3aOpPOXK-
ckoit A9C. 5.10.2022.
https://tass.ru/ekonomika/15964877.

Pamm, A. 2022. O61macTb Mupa: Kak CerofHs KIBeT XepcoH. B pernone Hamaxnsa-
I0TCsI MMPHAsI XXM3HD 1 paboTa MpefIpuUsTUil, a 9KOHOMIKA IIOCTEIIEHHO TIepe-
XOOuT Ha py6rmu. 23.09.2022.
https://iz.ru/1338333/aleksei-ramm/oblast-mira-kak-segodnia-zhivet-kherson.

Paccrpen nop Benropomom: 4To M3BECTHO O HOKO3PEBAEMbIX TAJPKMKUCTAHIAX.
12.10.2022.
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32089008.html.

Pxeyrckas, JI. 2022. DHepreTM4ecknit PpOHT: KaK YKPaMHIIbI 9KOHOMAT eKTPO-
sHepruto. 22.10.2022.
https://www.dw.com/ru/energeticeskij-front-kak-ukraincy-ekonomat-elektro
energiu/a-63518853.

Popnonos, M. “CregoBatenn gagyT orMamky’. Kak uger mogroroBka K Tpuoy-
Hamy Haj, “AzoBom™. 10.08.2022.
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2022/08/10/15249038.shtml.

Pomamenxo, C. 2020. YkpanHa IIpof/imia Ha TpU rofa 6JIOKMPOBKY POCCUIICKIX
corcereit. 15.05.2020.
https://www.dw.com/ru/ykpanHa-npoyiuia-Ha-TpU-Trofa-0lTOKMPOBKY-POCCUIL-
CKUX-colicereri/a-53445829.

Poccuro mocre 21 ceHTA6psa nokuHyau okono 700 000 rpaxkman. 04.10.2022.
https://www.forbes.ru/society/478827-rossiu-posle-21-sentabra-pokinuli-okolo-
700-000-grazdan.

Casunxmii, A. 2022. Kues B BocTopre: YKpanHa — KaHAuAAaT Ha BcTyIuienne B EC.
24.06.2022.
https://www.dw.com/ru/kiev-v-vostorge-ukraina-kandidat-na-vstuplenie-v-
es/a-62254714.


https://www.sovsekretno.ru/news/poka-sandu-gotovit-voennuyu-mobilizatsiyu-v-moldove-lukashenko-nameren-mobilizovat-vsekh/
https://www.sovsekretno.ru/news/poka-sandu-gotovit-voennuyu-mobilizatsiyu-v-moldove-lukashenko-nameren-mobilizovat-vsekh/
https://www.svoboda.org/a/prigozhin---o-verbovke-zaklyuchyonnyh-na-voynu-libo-zeki-libo-vashi-deti-/32035673.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/prigozhin---o-verbovke-zaklyuchyonnyh-na-voynu-libo-zeki-libo-vashi-deti-/32035673.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duUL8bFTf64
https://www.interfax.ru/business/871369
https://tass.ru/ekonomika/15964877
https://iz.ru/1338333/aleksei-ramm/oblast-mira-kak-segodnia-zhivet-kherson
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32089008.html
https://www.dw.com/ru/energeticeskij-front-kak-ukraincy-ekonomat-elektroenergiu/a-63518853
https://www.dw.com/ru/energeticeskij-front-kak-ukraincy-ekonomat-elektroenergiu/a-63518853
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2022/08/10/15249038.shtml
https://www.dw.com/ru
https://www.forbes.ru/society/478827-rossiu-posle-21-sentabra-pokinuli-okolo-700-000-grazdan
https://www.forbes.ru/society/478827-rossiu-posle-21-sentabra-pokinuli-okolo-700-000-grazdan
https://www.dw.com/ru/kiev-v-vostorge-ukraina-kandidat-na-vstuplenie-v-es/a-62254714
https://www.dw.com/ru/kiev-v-vostorge-ukraina-kandidat-na-vstuplenie-v-es/a-62254714

100 YEVHEN MAHDA

CBY o6HapopoBana cnucok Telegram-kaHanoB, KOTOpbIe KOOPAHIPYIOT CIIell-
cayx6561 pd. 21.03.2021.
https://www.unn.com.ua/ru/news/1969004-sbu-oprilyudnila-spisok-telegram-
kanaliv-yaki-koordinuyut-spetssluzhbi-rf.

CBO uper 1o N7IaHy — CATAHUCTHI U3 “IVBIIN30BAaHHOTO MUpPa” GYAyT pasOéuThL:
MHeHne. 24.10.2022.
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/10/24/svo-idet-po-planu-satanisty-iz-civilizo
vannogo-mira-budut-razbity-mnenie.

CmMmepThb B YKpanHe cMbIBaeT Bce rpexn? 27.09.2022.
https://ru.euronews.com/2022/09/27/web-patriarch-kirill-on-ukraine.

Coset besonacnoct OOH: Poccust HanmoXXuia BeTO Ha pe30TI0IUI0, OCYKIAI0-
IyI0 aHHEKCUIO TeppuTopuii Ykpamnsl. 30.09.2022.
https://news.un.org/ru/story/2022/09/1432952.

Corosnbie cunbl Poccuu n THP Havanu Hactyninenne nog baxmyrom. 29.09.2022.
https://iz.ru/1403343/2022-09-29/soiuznye-sily-rossii-i-dnr-nachali-nastuplenie-
pod-bakhmutom.

Crenonepanuio Ha YKpalHe He TOMOXKeT OCTAHOBUTH HU OJHO 3aMalHOE OPY-
JKue - sKkcnept. 06.09.2022.
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2022/09/06/specoperaciyu-na-ukraine-ne-pomozhet-
ostanovit-ni-odno-zapadnoe-oruzhie-ekspert.

CraM6ynbcKkoe KOMMIOHNKE Y TApaHTUM 6e30IMaCHOCTH: YTO M3BECTHO O Nepero-
Bopax Ykpaunsl ¢ P®. 22.05.2022.
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/stambulskoe-kommyunike-garantii-bezo
pasnosti-1653113781.html.

Croponnnku napruu “Illop” mpoBopar nuket y cysa Kimmnesa. 05.11.2022.
https://ria.ru/20221105/moldaviya-1829341946.html.

Vkas “O6 06baBnennn yacTuaHoil MoOunusanuu B Poccuiickoit Demeparm™.
21.09.2022.
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69391.

VkpanHCcKMe HaIMCThI yRAPUIN IO XKUTeTAM XepCoHa, KOTOpPbIe KAy CBoeil
oyepeny A1 9BaKyaluu Ha ipyroii 6eper JHenpa. 5.11.2022.
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-11-05/440964-ukrainskie_natsisty_udarili_po_
zhitelyam_hersona_kotorye_zhdali_svoey_ocheredi_dlya_evakuatsii_na_
drugoy_bereg_dnepra.

®ENK: Bragumup 3enenckmit c6exxan us YKpanHpl mocie BTopxenns Poccym.
11.03.2022.
https://voxukraine.org/ru/fejk-vladymyr-zelenskyj-sbezhal-yz-ukrayny-posle-
vtorzhenyya-rossyy/.

Peilik: YKkpanHa INIAHNUPYeT 3aXBaTUTh KPYIHEIIINIT CKIAf ¢ 6oenpunacamMu B
IIpupHecTpoBbe. 26.04.2022.
https://www.stopfake.org/ru/fejk-ukraina-planiruet-zahvatit-krupnejshij-sklad-s-
boepripasami-v-pridnestrove/.
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IIBeTaes, JI. 2022. “3a Heckonpko Mecsies fo CBO” VpaH nogTBepan MOCTaBKy
npoHoB B Poccuro. 05.11.2022.
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2022/11/05/15736129.shtml.

Yucno 6exxeHleB U3 YKpPauMHbI CO CTATyCOM BpeMeHHOI1 samuthl B EBpome
BOCTUITO MouTH 4,2 MIH, B muaepax Ilonbmra, Iepmanusa u Yexusa - OOH.
02.10.2022.
https://ru.interfax.com.ua/news/general/862590.html.

Yypmanosa, K. 2022. 3a yto B Poccun 3anpeTtniau Meta 1 MOXHO /M TI0/Ib30BaTbCs
Facebook u Instagram. 28.03.2022.
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-60903909.

ITeBuyk, C. 2022. ITnaTtdopMy A/ BOCCTaHOBIEHMs YKpayHbI JO/DKHBI CO3/]aTh O
KOHIIa rofia — rmasa EBpokomuccun. 25.10.2022.
https://forbes.ua/ru/news/platformu-dlya-vidbudovi-ukraini-mayut-stvoriti-do-
kintsya-roku-golova-evrokomisii-25102022-9270.

Illoiiry pacckasan o moTepax apmuii P® u Ykpannsl 3a BpeMs cienonepamnun.
21.09.2022.
https://www.ng.ru/armies/2022-09-21/2_8545_army.html.

“Illo oro?” SIx Ha MapIaMeHTCHKOMY KOMITeTi LIyKaay BUHHUX y BiZK/II0YeHH]
5 xaHany, IIpsamoro i “Ecipeco” (CTEHOTPAMA). 13.05.2022.
https://detector.media/infospace/article/199186/2022-05-13-sho-ogo-yak-na-
parlamentskomu-komiteti-shukaly-vynnykh-u-vidklyuchenni-5-kanalu-
pryamogo-i-espreso-stenogramay.
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